
READ
Open your Bible to Luke 2:1–7 and read these verses aloud.

EXPLAIN

PRAY

Then she gave birth to her firstborn son, and she wrapped him tightly in cloth and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
Luke 2:7 CSB®

Bethlehem was a small town, but God planned for it to be a very important place in the story 
of how He showed His love for people. After about 400 years of silence (between the Book of 
Malachi and the New Testament), Bethlehem was the place God chose to take the next step in 
showing His unfailing love to people. 

It was in Bethlehem that Mary and Joseph, Jesus’ earthly parents, welcomed Jesus into the 
world. They had traveled to Bethlehem because the law said that Joseph had to go to his 
hometown to be counted in a census. God had promised many years before to show His love 
through a certain family from Bethlehem. Joseph was from the family of King David. (See 
Matthew 1:6–16.) God also had promised that the Savior would be born of a virgin, so it was 
important that Mary and Joseph were not married when Mary became pregnant. 

The town where Jesus was born, His mother, and His earthly father are all important parts of the 
story of Jesus’ birth. Each part of the story of Jesus’ birth was an example of God’s love to the 
world. First John 4:9 says that “God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his one 
and only Son into the world so that we might live through him.” God sent the gift of Jesus into 
the world to the town of Bethlehem to demonstrate His deep and everlasting love for us.

Praise God for sending the gift of love through Jesus to us. Acknowledge that He knows every 
detail of the story for His people, even the small town where the Savior would be born. Thank 
Him for this Advent season to reflect and rejoice that love has come to us. 
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FAMILY ACTIVITY
Graham Cracker Nativity
Items Needed:

• Graham crackers
• Icing
• Animal crackers
• Bear-shaped crackers
• Shredded coconut
• Paper plates
• Plastic knives

1. Use icing and graham crackers to create a Nativity scene. 

2. Add animal crackers to represent animals that may have been present and 
shredded coconut for the manger.

3. Use bear–shaped crackers to represent Mary, Joseph, Jesus, and the shepherds.
 
4. Remind your family that Jesus came to the earth to share His love with people.

SING OF LOVE

FURTHER BIBLE READING

Look up one of the following Christmas carols or choose your favorite song to sing together 
as a family.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
“Away in a Manger”

Isaiah 7:14; Luke 2:1–7; Matthew 1:22–23; Luke 2:11; Matthew 2:1–6
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