OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
NOVEMBER 21, 2021

Scripture Reflection…
CHRIST THE KING
Recently there was a movie in which the same story was told from the perspective of each of the three main characters. It was intriguing to
see how the same circumstances could be so differently interpreted. The key to the movie’s meaning was the credibility of each character.
As we were introduced to each of them, we got a sense of their motivation and their apparent intention. But in the end, it was up to the
viewer to make the decision about whom to believe.
Today’s Gospel account has somewhat of the same feeling as that movie. We have the Roman Governor, representing political power, asking
the question, “Are you the King of the Jews,” and then Jesus, the prisoner brought before him, accused of challenging this political power
by those not present but prominent in the background, that is, the religious authorities, representing the Jewish faith. Three angles: Pilate of
Rome, Caiaphas of Jerusalem, Jesus of Nazareth. Pilate, a Roman steeped in the trappings of Roman pomp and ceremony, knew a king to be
like the emperor who saw himself a god. The heritage of the Jewish authorities taught them to await a Messiah who would overcome
Roman oppression; they found the Roman notion reprehensible. And so when Jesus is brought before Pilate as the King of the Jews, he is
dubious and the Jews are incensed by the blasphemy.
“Are YOU the King of the Jews?” Pilate asks, incredulous that this obviously poor, powerless peasant could be considered a king. Is this what
the Jews consider leadership material? One can imagine the look of absolute disdain on his face as he asked the question, for from his
perspective, the Jews had to be deluding themselves. From the viewpoint of the chief priests, however, it was blasphemy. How dare the
Romans even entertain the possibility of this rabble-rouser as their king! While Pilate asks Jesus his questions out of sheer astonishment,
Jesus responds with the logical response that Pilate doesn’t understand who he really is. It’s the equivalent of the old apples and oranges
routine. “You’re a King? You say I am a king, but my kingdom is not what you think it is. So then you ARE a king? No, you SAY I am a king,
but my kingdom is beyond the empty, pompous idea that Rome has of leadership. If you accepted the truth, you’d know what I’m talking
about. But you can’t understand me because you don’t see the truth.” So the moral of the story is that the listener has to ask, “Whom do I
believe? What am I looking for? Do I understand how Jesus is King and what his Kingdom is about?
It all comes down to credibility. For those who base their values on power, status, greed, oppression and the like, the only plausible king is
one who answers to no one and has absolute power to do whatever he wants. For those who are blind to the truth about the Messiah as
one who brings justice, peace and dignity through love of God and love of neighbor, and who insist on awaiting a Messiah like King David and
his triumphal warrior image, the notion of a leader whose power derives from service and compassion is preposterous. The feast of Christ
the King is for us the omega point of our liturgical year, the ultimate resolution of what we believe about Jesus as our guide and example. Is
he the Messiah-King whose purpose is to lead us to ultimate peace and justice? Is this our first priority in everyday life as well? Or do we
define the power of Jesus Christ as the world sees a king? Who is Christ the King for us? And just like the movie, whom we believe depends
on whose perspective is consistent with what we believe.

Stewardship Thought for the Week
“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom does not belong to this
world.”

(John 18:36)

Life is short. How much time, energy and money do
you put into building “your” kingdom here on earth? We
all know we can’t take it with us. The real kingdom is in
the next life. Yet, how much time, energy and money
do you invest in working for that eternal kingdom? Ask
God for His guidance. Detach from earthly
possessions. Generously share your material goods
with others for the greater glory of God.

Thank you for your generosity for the weekend
of November 13 and 14, 2021:
Number of Envelopes
Envelope Amount
Loose Cash
Electronic Offerings
Other
Total
10% Tithe
November 15, 2020
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222
$ 5,488.70
$
472.00
$ 10,920.22
$ 170.52
$ 17,051.44
$ 1,705.14
$ 20,301.13

BECOMING
CATHOLIC/
COMPLETING
SACRAMENTS
Volunteers Needed
RCIA – Dismissal Ministry
Are you looking for a way to share your faith
without a significant time commitment?
Then our Dismissal Ministry might be for you.
The RCIA Team is seeking individuals to
assist with the dismissal of Catechumens after
the Homily during the 10:30 AM Mass at
the Villanova Church from mid-December
through Lent. You will facilitate a 20–30
minute session of reflection, prayer, and
faith-sharing that flows from God’s Word.
We are looking for individuals to commit
to one or two dismissals. Contact Kraig Null
at krnull62@gmail.com for more information.

Do you or someone you know have
questions about the Catholic faith,
are interested in becoming a Catholic,
or completing Sacraments (Confirmation
& Eucharist)? Contact us at
RCIA@stvparish.org
to share your questions and learn
more about our vibrant and dynamic faith.

ST. JOHN’S CASSEROLES
Want to help out a great nonprofit that serves hot
meals to those in need?
St. John’s Hospice is greatly in need of pre-cooked
casseroles. Every day they provide over 350
lunchtime meals to homeless people in Philadelphia
close to the Convention Center.
We are looking for volunteers who can make a
casserole and bring it to our freezers located in the
room outside the elevator in the lower level of the
Rosemont Chapel. Casserole tins are available on the
top of the freezers. Any home cooked casseroles must
have a protein, i.e., meat and/or beans. Please label
and date your casserole with masking tape.
If you have any questions, or need recipes for the
casseroles, please contact Cathy Van Kula at
610.525.4801 ext. 221

THANKSGIVING DAY

ANNUAL MASS OF
REMEMBRANCE

The Thanksgiving Day Mass will be celebrated on
Thursday, November 25th at 9:00AM in the
Rosemont Chapel.

Saturday
November 27, 2021
5:00pm Mass in the
St. Thomas of Villanova
Rosemont Chapel

We also ask that you bring non-perishable food
items for the hungry. The non-perishable food
items will be taken to our sister parish,
St. Cyprian in West Philadelphia, and
distributed through their food cupboard.
SPECIFICALLY NEEDED
NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS:
Cereal, tuna fish, hearty soups, canned stews,
macaroni and cheese, spaghetti rings or
Chef Boyardee pastas, peanut butter
and jelly, oatmeal, canned green or
mixed vegetables, and toilet paper.

During this time of year, the Church
customarily remembers all those
members of the community who
have died during the past year.
Please join us with your family and
friends to remember the deceased
of our parish. All are welcome.
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MEMORIAL PLAQUE BLESSING
FR. DENNIS HARTEN
NOVEMBER 14, 2021

You have made us a pilgrim church, O Lord,
seeking to be welcomed into our eternal home.
We remember our bother and friend, Fr. Dennis Harten, who has completed his journey in
life and now rests eternally in your peaceful
embrace. May this plaque in his memory recall
for us our own journey, striving to attain the
peace that Saint Augustine refers to as the Sabbath of Eternal Life. May this building be the
focal point for activities centered on the goodness and compassion of Jesus Christ which Fr.
Dennis exemplified in the way he fostered a
healthy sense of community during his time
among us in the parish. May his commitment
to community continue to inspire all who assemble here for social gatherings and spiritually
enriching events to further the ideals of harmony and fellowship.
And may the memory of his humor and lighthearted interaction with everyone he met inspire future generations of parishioners of St.
Thomas of Villanova to follow his example.
On this first anniversary of his birth into eternal
life we come together to honor the memory of
our brother in Augustine, our parish priest, our
pastor, and our friend, as we ask your blessing:
Almighty Father, may this memorial plaque
continue to bring to mind the loving memory
of a life dedicated to the service of your people
and the promotion of the Gospel.
Together we pray the words your Son taught
us: Our Father…
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in
peace.
In words that would bring a smile to his face,
we offer this prayer in loving memory of Fr.
Dennis:
May the road rise up to meet you; may the
wind be always at your back. May the sun
shine warm upon your face, the rains fall soft
upon your fields, and until we meet again, may
God hold you in the palm of his hand.

St Cyprian 2021 Raffle on Venmo
St Cyprian Church of Philadelphia is holding a Raffle.
Your support for the 2021 Raffle will provide you with
the opportunity to win up to $2,000! Join forces with
your family, neighbors and co-workers for a chance to
win! Your donation will help support St. Cyprian Church
of Philadelphia, PA.
The ticket donation is $20.00 per ticket.
Only 500 tickets ARE available.
150 tickets have been sold.
Total of Five (5) PRIZES:
One (1) GRAND PRIZE: $2,000 (or 20% of total tickets
sold)
Four (4) Prizes: $250 (or 2.5% of total tickets sold)
RAFFLE 2021 DRAWING:
Saturday 11-Dec-2021
(Winner need not be present at drawing)
Your 2021 Raffle ticket donation may be processed
online through VENMO at @Menofstcyprianphilly.
Include your name, address and phone number on
VENMO. We will mail you the ticket.
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Schedule of Events for the
week of: November 21, 2021
Recitation of the Rosary
after the daily Liturgy.
Monday, November 22, 2021
Mon., Nov. 22nd
12:05PM-RMCH
Tues., Nov. 23rd
12:05PM-RMCH
Wed., Nov. 24th
12:05PM-RMCH
Thurs., Nov. 25th
9:00AM-RMCH
Fri., Nov. 26th
12:05PM-RMCH
Sat., Nov. 27th
9:00AM-RMCH
5:00PM-RMCH
Sun., Nov. 28th
7:30AM-VNCH
9:00AM-RMCH
10:30AM-VNCH

Saint Cecilia
Gertrude Van Lenten - Family
Weekday; Saint Clement I, Saint
Columban; Blessed Miguel
Agustin Pro
Daniel Connelly - Family
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and
Companions
Winnie Ferrari - Gerri Burton
Weekday; Saint Catherine of
Alexandria
Mass of Thanksgiving
Weekday
Dr. John Rominger - Parents
Weekday
Romelio Junco Munoz Dr. Felix Goizueta
Baby Angel - Petrizzo Family
First Sunday of Advent
Bernard & Mary Mulholland Daughter
For the Parishioners of St. Thomas
John & Mary Fanelli Kraig & Mimi Null

Tuesday, November 23, 2021
Bible Study - PC1
Staff Meeting
“We Thirst” Addiction Ministry—Aud & RMCH
and Virtual
Wednesday, November 24, 2021
Exercise Classes - Aud
No Religion Education
Family Support Group - Aud

6:30PM
10:00AM
7:00PM

Thursday, November 25, 2021 - THANKSGIVING DAY
Daily Mass—RMCH
9:00AM
Office Closed
Preschool Closed
Friday, November 26, 2021
Office Closed
Preschool Closed
Saturday, November 27, 2021
Mass of Remembrance-RMCH
Sunday, November 28, 2021
No Religious Education
Mansion at Rosemont Communion Service
ADVENT GIVING TREE

5:00PM

11:00AM

LIFE IS NOT A
DRESS REHEARSAL

Volunteers Needed for
The Aquinas Center
The Aquinas Center (www.aquinascenterphilly.org) in
South Philadelphia offers a safe, welcoming place
where immigrant families can experience hospitality
and community. Over the years, our parish has
partnered with them to support their efforts.
CONVERSATION PARTNERS
FOR ADULT ESL STUDENTS:
The Aquinas Center hosts ESL classes for many in its
community. They are in need of conversation partners
who will be paired with an ESL student. The student
and his/her conversation partner will arrange for a time
each week to talk (either via the phone, Zoom or other
medium) about an assigned topic for the week. This is
a 30-45 minute weekly commitment which can be
scheduled at your convenience. If you are interested
in serving in this capacity or would like more information, please contact Clara Jerez, the pastoral associate at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, at
cjerez@staquinas.com, or email education@staquinas.com.

“God calls you to make definitive choices...to

discover that plan and to respond to your vocation
is to move toward personal fulfillment.”
- Pope Francis
If you are interested in learning more about the
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be
an Augustinian, please visit our website:
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www.beafriar.org .

CHRISTIAN SERVICE

We wish a warm welcome to the newest members of
our parish: Jon & Lauren Spear & Family of Villanova
Resting in Peace:
Mrs. Maureen Kelleher
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Peter Cellucci, Austin
DePetris, Lina Fulton, Martin Gollin, Patricia Ann Harley,
Joe Hopko, Sam Horsey, Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane,
Ashley Lythgoe, Pamela LaMonaca, Joe Massaua,
Janet Mignogna, Kristine, Brigid and Colleen Nolan, Bill
Riley, Michael Salucci, Margaret Scully, Theresa
Sherwin, Kevin Sousa, Peter Sousa and Robert J. Wahl
Please pray for our soldiers stationed throughout the
world. Please also pray for the soldiers who are
returning from their assignments, especially the
wounded.

Readings for the Week:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Lk 21:1-4
Dn 2:31-45; Lk 21:5-11
Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28;
Lk 21:12-19
Dn 6:12-18; Lk 21:20-28
Dn 7:2-14; Lk 21:29-33
Dn 7:15-27; Lk 21:34-36
Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thes 3:12—4:2;
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

The Catholic Leadership Institute, located in
Malvern, PA, is looking for volunteers to assist
with paper survey entry for the Disciple Maker
Index service, beginning mid-November through the
end of December 2021. Any amount of time
you can give would be appreciated! Data entry can
be done primarily at home, at your convenience.
Computer access required. This opportunity is
open to adults and is also a great opportunity for
responsible high school seniors needing to
complete service hours.
Interested or for additional information, please
contact: Ms. Emily Scarola, Executive Assistant,
at escarola@catholicleaders.org

PRAYER LINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer requests. Please contact stvprayerline1@gmail.com or
Marie DellaGreca at 856-981-7761 to activate the
parish prayer line. We have parish teams available for
your special intentions.
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis
or for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators
keep a list of volunteers who are called as needed. If
you are in need of this delicious community support,
please contact Sarah Breck at 610-975-0444 or
sarahbreck@verizon.net.
ST. FRANCIS INN
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal at
St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, November
21st. The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs
of the poor and homeless people they serve with food,
clothing and hospitality. This ministry is open to
anyone 16 years or older. For more information and
to sign up, contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst
at 610-659-5828 or hagan1126@verizon.net.
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne
Foley at 610-952-0147 or suzannefoley@yahoo.com
or Cathy Van Kula at service@stvparish.org.

Appeal for Cell Phones and
Computers for Refugees
For several years, OMGC parishioner Joe Betz
has coordinated the collection, repurposing and
distribution of electronic goods to refugees, recent
immigrants, those released from prison, and the poor.
Items collected have included cell phones, iPhones,
laptops, desktops, iPads, flat-screen TVs, and their
accessories. These items have then been given to clients of the Archdiocese’s Committee on Refugees, clients of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), to
Catholic immigrants from Africa, and to those released
from Graterford (now Phoenix) prison. Many refugees
are now arriving from Afghanistan who will benefit
greatly from gifts of these materials. If you want to
donate items, please take them to the parish office, or
please phone (H 610-525-4499) who will come and get
them. Your generosity will help make the recipients feel
at home.
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The STV Parish Community striving for integrity and accountability in response
to the sexual abuse crisis in the Church.
As relevant news and background items come to light, we will highlight them here for your reading and
thought.
Pope Francis calls for ‘process of conversion’ in the Church to prevent all forms of abuse
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/249491/pope-francis-calls-for-process-of-conversion-in-the-church-toprevent-all-forms-of-abuse
Ex-priest pleads guilty to sexually abusing teens in 1970s
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2021/11/ex-priest-pleads-guilty-to-sexually-abusing-teens-in-1970s/
Nebraska attorney general releases report on clergy sexual abuse
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/249515/nebraska-attorney-general-releases-report-on-clergy-sexualabuse

THANK YOU
FROM
The Joy Of Socks

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR
ADVENT
GIVING TREE

Advent Angel sellers are needed for
“selling” Angels earmarked for gifts of
clothing or gift cards for
five faith communities in Philadelphia.
You are needed for 15-20 minutes after
the Mass you attend during the
Advent season.
Please contact Cathy Van Kula at
610-525-4801, ext. 221.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL
Giving Hope 2021
Please Give Generously!

The Board and the volunteers of
The Joy of Sox continue to be
deeply grateful to the parishioners of
St. Thomas of Villanova for your
ongoing compassion and generosity in
donating socks for those experiencing
homelessness.
Thank you for providing this measure of
comfort for those whose lives are harsh
and uncertain. As the winter weather
approaches, due to your kindness,
442 pairs of socks will warm the
feet – and hearts - of many men,
women and children.
~ Tom Costello, Jr.
Parishioner and Founder
www.tjos.org - tom@tjos.org
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The Parish Community of St. Thomas of Villanova
announces the Advent Giving Tree
The First 3 Sundays of Advent 2021
For many years our parish community has worked with
Campus Ministry of Villanova University to buy hundreds
of gifts of clothing and gift cards for children and adults in
five faith communities listed below:
St. Cyprian Parish, our sister parish in West Philadelphia
Providence Center, sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Child
St. Elizabeth’s Wellness Center (Project HOME)
Holy Family Nursing Home, sponsored by the Little Sisters of the Poor
Mercy Neighborhood Ministries, sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy

Tin Angels will be available for purchase
at the rear of both Churches on the weekends of
NOVEMBER 28TH, DECEMBER 5TH, and DECEMBER 12TH.
Your monetary gift will be used to buy a specific clothing item or a gift card.
Watch the Christmas Trees radiate with Angels throughout the Advent Season!
If you can wrap gifts on Monday, December 6th at 12:30pm in the
Rosemont Auditorium, call Judi Samulewicz at 610-649-5433 or
email jsamulew@gmail.com.

Volunteers Needed to Lead
Sunday Communion Services at
The Mansion at Rosemont
On Sunday mornings, St. Thomas parishioners lead
a Communion Service for the Catholic residents at
The Mansion at Rosemont (formerly Rosemont
Presbyterian Village, 404 Cheswick Road, Bryn
Mawr). A few of our dedicated volunteers have
recently retired from this ministry, and we could
use a few more people to help out. This is a perfect
ministry for current and/or retired Eucharistic
Ministers. Our volunteers typically work in teams of
two, but it is manageable for one person to lead the
service. An opportunity to "shadow" experienced
volunteers prior to joining this ministry is available.
The commitment is typically one Sunday morning a
month, based on your availability.
Please contact Cathy Van Kula at
610-525-4801,
ext. 221, if you are interested in this ministry.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS) SUPPORTS
MILLIONS AFFECTED
BY HIV/AIDS AROUND THE WORLD

In 1986, Catholic Relief Services launched its first
HIV/AIDS project in Bangkok, Thailand. Since
then, CRS and its partners have continued to
directly support more than 4.8 million people
affected by HIV/AIDS. For example, in rural
Cambodia, it can be hard for people living with
HIV to access adequate health services. So, we
come to them. Our staff travels to communities
to help people manage their treatment so they
can live healthy, independent lives.
Visit www.crs.org for more information. If you
are interested in getting involved with CRS at
the parish level, please contact Cathy Van Kula
at 610.525.4801 ext. 221 to learn more about
our new CRS Chapter, a joint effort with our
sister parish, St. Cyprian.
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2021 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Monday, November 29, 2021
2:00pm to 7:00pm at St. Thomas of Villanova
Rosemont Auditorium
To Sign up: www.Redcrossblood.org —
USE THE SPONSOR CODE: StThomasRosemont or call 1-800-RedCross
Right now, the American Red Cross has an emergency blood shortage. The Red Cross national blood inventory
is the lowest it’s been at this time of year since 2015, with less than a day’s supply of certain blood types in
recent weeks. The Red Cross is working around the clock to meet the blood needs of hospitals and patients – but
can’t do it alone. We need your help!
Give the gift of life. Sign up to be a blood donor today!
For questions about eligibility: call 1 800-RED-CROSS

Mary Mother of Captives / ADROP
Prison Ministry Programs
Mary Mother of Captives
A support group for families coping with a loved one in
prison. Support Meetings are held at the following
locations at 7:00pm: 1st Thursday of the month at St.
Cyprian Parish in the Community Hall and 2nd Thursday of the month at St. Charles Church in Drexel Hill.
All Attendees Remain Confidential.
Visit the imprisoned. Be a Pal.
Become a Pen Pal!
MMOC /ADROP Pen Pal Program: In prison sometimes the only contact with the outside world is in the
form of letters. Mail Call is better when you receive a
warm and friendly letter from the outside world. Pen
Pal Writers are needed to write to the poorest of the
poor.
For more Meeting and Pen Pal information,
Please call 610-259-3178 or email:
MaryMotherOfCaptives@Augustinian.org.
Please pray for all those in our prisons.

Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Metropolitan Tribunal

DO YOU KNOW YOUR TRIBUNAL?
The Tribunal is a group of specially qualified
Catholics whose responsibility is to come to the help
of people who have experienced divorce and who may
wish to remarry in the Catholic Church.
When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church
always seeks to balance two realities. One is the
unbreakableness of the bond of marriage. This is
God’s law. It cannot be broken by human intervention.
On the other hand, the Church is concerned about the
spiritual welfare of the people involved. Was this a true
marriage? Even though a Catholic marriage was
celebrated, was there perhaps some deficiency in the
consent of the parties involved? The annulment
procedure addresses this problem.
If you are divorced and want to marry in the
Church or remarried outside the Catholic Church,
please telephone the Tribunal Office.
THE TRIBUNAL
222 North 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Telephone: 215-587-3750
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Photos
With
Prancer
Join us on Saturday, December 4th from 10:00am - 12:00pm
Place: Rosemont Auditorium Parking Lot
When: Assigned time slots via sign-up
We will post the link next week.
What: Please bring a donation of new socks (mens,
womens or childrens) to support The Joy of Sox.
Hosted by The Family Life Committee
SANTA VISIT FROM 10:30AM TO 11:30AM.
Bring your letter to Santa to drop in mailbox.

Mothers’ Home - Darby, Pennsylvania
2 Positions Available
Shifts: 8:00am-4:00pm, 4:00pm-12:00pm, 12:00pm-8:00am
Resident Advisor:
Some duties include:
- Maintain shift coverage in main office.
- Exhibit professional behavior in all interactions
with staff, residents, volunteers, etc.
- Ensure a safe, healthy environment for residents

All members of St. Thomas of Villanova
Parish are invited to a
NOVAdance Bingo Event on
Sunday, November 21
from 12:00-3:00pm.

Case Manager:
Some duties include:
- Support/Counsel residents as necessary
- Meet with residents who are assigned to your cases
Education Requirements: High School Diploma or GED

It will follow the Sunday 10:30am Mass at the
St. Thomas of Villanova Church and
will be held on campus in the
Villanova Room. We plan to have light
refreshments and some exciting Bingo prizes!
Please join us!

Must have knowledge of social service system, skilled in case
management, ability to work independently and as a team
player and computer skills.
If you have any questions, or would like to submit resume,
please send to Brigid Risko at brisko@mothershome.org.
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