
1 John Study 2021 
Pastor Mark 

 
Note: The best way to approach this is to read the book and at the same time 

refer to these notes or questions.  This book will be completed in two sessions. 

Peace!!!!!!  

Background 

• Difficult to date probably around 90 or closer to 100 

• Written in part to oppose an early form of Gnosticism 

• No clarity on the author 

• Seems to be a circular letter with evidence that it was read in the Roman 

Province of Asia (Modern Turkey) 

Themes 

• The Incarnation - Jesus came in flesh not a supernatural apparition disguised 

as human. 

• Love - God is love and we are to love one another.  God lives in us and we 

live in God. 

• Christian Certainties - Jesus is son of God - Believers have eternal life through 

him-God hears and answers their prayers - We are no longer in bondage to 

sin - We can know God through Christ-Jesus is the true God. 

Chapter 1-Word of Life 

• Where is the Holy Spirit? The formulation of Trinity is not established yet. 

• Looks at the contrast between dark and light. How can this understanding be 

reversed? Or can it? 

• Verse 10 is a powerful old friend! 

Chapter 2 Christ Our Advocate 

• Right up front we find a building block for atonement theory. 

• Let’s read and reflect on A New Commandment 7-17. 

• The rest of this chapter attempts to argue against the notion that Jesus was 

purely a spiritual being. 

• What would you call false teachings about Jesus in our world? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A7-17&version=NIV


Chapter 3 Children of God 

• The author stays that the reason the world does not know us is because it 

does not know God. But we are children of God - why would the world know 

God coming through us? Does this matter to God?  Does God care more 

about getting credit or his people simply sharing God’s love through the 

power of shalom? 

• In verse 4 and beyond we see a very stark contrast. Where does forgiveness 

fit into this? 

• Verse 18 is a wonderful call to action! 

• What does “abide in “mean to you? 

 

Chapter 4 Testing the Spirits 

• What are Spirits? Are they simply of a theological nature?  Could they also 

be cultural, political and economic influences? 

• Let’s reflect on verse 18. 

 

Chapter 5 Faith Conquers the World 

• Think of a time when loving and obeying God brought a sense of joy and 

meaning to you or to someone else. 

• Let’s read verses 6-12 and discuss.  How do we see eternal life? 

 

 Epilogue 

• How does this give us hope? 

• Are there any bear traps for us in this section? 

• How would you best summarize this short book? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A6-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A13-21&version=NIV

