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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
BELL CALL TO WORSHIP 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship 
PRELUDE: Sonata No. 2, Grave J.S. Bach 
WELCOME/ ANNOUNCEMENTS 
please stand as you are able 

GATHERING HYMN: All Are Welcome ELW 641 V1 V2 and V5 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: ACS SETTING 12 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Let us pray…. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in 
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Please be seated 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 
upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy 
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not 
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 
A: 31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No 
longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity 
and remember their sin no more. 

A: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 46 
A: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
A: though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
C: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of  
        the Most High. 
A: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
C: The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
A: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
C: Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon  
      the earth; 
A: behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
C: “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
A: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace 
that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
A: 19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For 
no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested 
by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for 
all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 
faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his 
own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? 
No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law. 

A: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ACS SETTING 12

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22: 24-40 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of God in just two 
commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the son of David. 
P: 34 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. 
36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “ ‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This 
is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord.            C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 
SERMON: “The Space Between Knowing and Doing” Pastor Mark Fisher 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Built on a Rock ELW 652 V1 V2 and V5 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: A New Creed 
 
We are not alone,  we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: 
  who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, 
  the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,  
  who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
 

We trust in God. 
 

We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, 
  to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, 
  to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified  
  and risen,our judge and our hope. 
 
 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
 

We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 

ST JOHN CHOIR ANTHEM: God Alone Be Praised   Z. Highben 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS AND PRAISE REPORTS 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 
A brief silence. 

A: As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and the 
reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to continue the work of reform and 
renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
A: We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed (local 
places may be named). Give all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
A: We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by them. 
Give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and attorneys; give 
courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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A: We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its leaders, 
that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are sick or suffering 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
A: We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and guide them, 
that they may find their hope in you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A: With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of our 
beloved dead. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.          C: And also with you. 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC: Sonata in G, mvt. 2 W.A. Mozart 

Doxology ELW 885 (please stand as offering is brought forward) 
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OFFERING PRAYER: 
A: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love  
to our neighbors, today and always.  Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: ACS SETTING 12 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD: ACS SETTING 12   

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC: First Arabesque, L. 66 C. Debussy 
Please stand as you are able 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC: Gymnopédie No. 1, arr. Violin & piano Erik Satie 

Pastor/Presider extends invitation to online participants to partake of communion The 
body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen 
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Please stand as you are able 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy  
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a 
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you;  
      the Lord make his face shine on you and be  
      gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you  
      and give you peace.  Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN:  A Mighty Fortress is our God ELW 504 
 
ISMISSAL 
A: We are called by Christ  
C: to be a Sanctuary that Welcomes and Serves All. 
A: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: Schön Rosmarin Fritz Kreisler 
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