
“Life Together” Christian Community Study 

Chapter 1 “Community” Session 2 

Key Ideas 

1. The person who loves his/her personal idea of community more than the Christian mission that has been 

established can destroy that which has been created through collective wisdom in the central power of 

Christ. This person may not be able to be honest with him/herself or with others. 

2. Human love is directed at the other for his/her own sake while spiritual love is based on Christ. 

3. It is great when we can gather together in Christian unity. Through the power of The Word, we gather 

through Christ and know that this is our unity and from it comes our peace. It is through Christ that we 

have access to each other and can celebrate the hope we find in Him. 

Points to Discuss/Ponder 
 

Bonhoeffer confronts what he calls the “wish dream” of community, or the dream world of community.   

• How is a “wish dream” of community motivated by purely human love, whereas God’s vision of 
community is motivated by spiritual love?  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to 
the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  1 Corinthians 13:3 

• Can our personal definition or ideal vision of community actually become an inhibitor to community at 
St. John?  How can we avoid it? 
 

Bonhoeffer suggests - Will not a brother or sister’s sin be a constant occasion for me to give thanks that both 
of us may live in the forgiving love of God in Jesus Christ? 

• How are we bound together by Jesus sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins?  How important is 
forgiveness of each other in an authentic community? 

 
 

Bonhoeffer said: The more genuine and the deeper our community becomes, the more everything else 
between us will recede, and the more clearly and purely Jesus and his work will become the one thing that is 
truly vital between us.  

• If we displace Christ and his gospel at the center of our community, how do we risk damaging 
community at St John?    

• Human love resists loving an adversary, spiritual love embraces them for Jesus’ sake.  Consider how 
increasingly polarized the general U.S. community seems to have become recently.  How hard is it to 
not see our polar differences and instead the face of Jesus in each other?  
 

Was there anything else from the reading that you found helpful, challenging, or even wrong that we have not 
yet discussed? 
 
 


