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Stag g ered b y ‘ Storn e

nghtshlp Asks

Takmg Walen Steering o Oui b
. Famed Nantucket Baacc‘m Radios *~ |

- Nantucket Lightship, famed guardlan of the oCean _.i_-j O
~crossroads off Nantucket and the first heacon to be spot-
}

. ted by all i mcnmmg ships over the northern route from
_.Europe was a victim of Hurricane Edna.
s NewAt 350 p.onyyas the hm'rlf:ane swept between the
| Islands of Nantucket and Martha s Vmeyard the famed” [
e llghtshlp radioed an SOS. f
- “Taking water over bow. . .. Smaahmg all ports....
---Pﬂﬂt house has been knnﬁked out of cummlssmn
Steering gear out.” - : Sl _
‘The Coast Guard said it had F“"" T S

. beam from Woods Hole to 1:hef it maa , T R e
. seene-and radioed to dllighipsl - 0 o lh sl o
In the vicinity of the 11ghtsh1p <o el R s I

- to ge to her aid. \
A Coast Guard reconnais-l
sance plane was sent from N ew1--jf S
York. The cutters Campbell! B
and Yakutat, both from N ew-F i
port, also J;ushed to the scene. \ '

. At 8 p. m. the Coast Guard |
plane radioed the following re- |
port after inspecting the vessel,

- still ﬂmundermg in mﬂuntam-

| .LIGHT-SHIP |
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- FKires All Over Ship

+doned ship

2 ”f Bcho }"fmg was out and ordered all hands
forward to plug a hole in the port

Fires broke out all over the ship
as tons of water poured through a
gaping hole in her bow, and she.
keeled over into the wild sea.

The captain and crew were
thruwn off thelr feet, and for a
minute lay stunned as the heavy
ship pitched and rolled danger—
ously—broadside to the crushing

- waves that ruared over her shaking

hull. -
The men couldn’'t have aban-

if they wanted. Her
life boats were dashed to pieces
and the rafts with their steel sup-

|ports torn away by the sea.

The lights were out, the engines
dead, anchors gone, radw on fire
and the ship was wallowing badly!
when Capt. Corea crawled onto
'the flooded bridge.

' BMS3 Richard E. Arnold of 10
‘Marble st.,, Gloucester, was on the!

wheel - watch when the wave[

struck. Capt. .Corea had just

 Stepped into his emergency ward.

room off the bridge.

Arnold said last night; “We had
been in rough seas since 8 a. m,
we were pitching and rolling bad-

ly but everything was allright un-
til I spotted that wave.

“It was a sheer mountain of|:
water,” Arnold said, “heading
right at us. I yvelled to ‘the sklppe:L
tﬂ lay up when it struck.”

Wheel Ripped Out -

Arnold, v151b13r shaken from hl.sh

".Stpezuenb‘e. said: “Water went in
every direction. The big wheel
was ripped out' as foam crashed all
.over the place. I fell down—must
‘have swallowed half the ocean
before ] could get up — the radar

jand radio panels and the light
ibmards were flaming and sparking
—all I could hear was a crashing

|and tearing and water every place.

I

said my prayers because it

| looked like we were all through.”

Capt Corea called the engine |
room where Chief Machinist Eu-'
gene Darcy of 7 FEastern av
Gloucester, was getting up a rull
‘head of steam. “Full Speed Adtlean:i"ir
rang up on the mechanical mdl-

cators. 5

Chief Darcy said: '“Water was ‘1
pnurmg down the vent shafts and

I knew we were over about 65 de- |

grees to port when the skipper
rang for speed. The gang and I

‘were already opening her up when

we got a signal to stand-by.
“The skipper reported the steer-

bow. The big anchor was gone and

ripped a whole series ﬂf plates
out. _

Men Pushed Back Ocean
Capt Corea said five men worked

i|for two hours in water up to their
iinecks plugging the hole with mat-
|tresses and waste.
2 tc push back the ocean.

They managec

Three other men tied themselve:

dito the tilted forward deck anc
#|managed to drop an emergenc:
#lanchor over the side.
g now been driven 15 miles off he1

The ship hac ¢

Capt Corea issued the. fc:ullﬂwmg

———

T

R

xnrder at 4 30

:"‘- “This ship 15 badly damaged. We |

‘have lost radio contact. An S. O. S.
was dispatched at 4 p. m. We will
‘hold our station or go down with
ithe ship. All hands turn too for

damage cnntmlﬁ—-repmr‘t tn your
ISthIGHS e

1:artged to bring the ship around into
the sea, and Lightship No. 112 will
stand her station again.

Only one man was badly in-
jured, ET3 James E. Sheahan of

Was on fire.

sGuard crew were: CS3 Bernard G.
DeBlois of Springfield, the cook:
Jack A,
‘Rapids, Towa; FN Leo A. Oliva of
Tobias, Neb.; SN Clifton: L. Giles
of Tudsema Ark.: SA Lynn Ha
Clapp - of Warrentun QOr.;
;f::A Haines D. Hewette nf Whlte-
ville, N. C.:

son of Kewanee, IlI,
+ These men had been on the shl

it a time aboard the anchured
'"Shlp; .
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& |station. i

With an new anchor dnwn and
the fire controlled, the men man- '

SA Rufus Jordan of.
Plttsburgh and FN J ames F, Wat= '?

on station’ for 56 days when thei
storm struck, They serve 42 days

s g
T e e s

33 Hastmgs st., Framingham. He
was burned on his left hand and
arms manning his radio when it |

- Other members of the Cnaﬁt

King (MM3) of Cedar



