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We are a Christ-centered community that welcomes all to worship, to pray,
 to serve others and to learn our Orthodox faith
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JOIN US
FOR

WORSHIP

July 12th
﻿

﻿6th Sunday
of Matthew

﻿

﻿8:00 AM
ORTHROS

9:00 AM
DIVINE LITURGY

ATTENDANCE
July 5: 89 people

2025 Average: 117 people
Full Attendance Report

ALSO
ONLINE 

Chanters:

CHARLIE MARGE
TERI STEVENS

TRISAGION
For Fr. Joseph Tzougros (6 months), brother of Penelope Tzougros

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
Hosted by Penelope Tzougros

Thank you to Ghada and Don for hosting last week.

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/cffd6e76-cfdc-4a48-9a23-b0e69cdedcab.pdf
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCutFrLusfcbBJB2DeY43FzQ/live


 
From Metropolis of Boston Philoptocos:

History of Operation Housewarming

With outreach at the forefront of our mission as a philanthropic organization, and through the
support, guidance, and inspiration of His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios, Operation
Housewarming was established in 2012 by the Metropolis of Boston Philoptochos in
partnership with VA New England Healthcare System. The mission of the program is to assist
homeless veterans of the VA New England Healthcare System in their transition to
independent living.
 
Through Operation Housewarming, household items are donated by Philoptochos Chapters,
Parishes, and individuals to create a welcome basket for each veteran including plate ware,
cleaning supplies, towels, and more. The items are then brought to the local Veterans Affairs
programs and distributed. Monetary contributions or gift cards in lieu of the listed items are
also welcome. The funds are used by the Metropolis Philoptochos to purchase items from the
wish list. The full Operation Housewarming Wish List and donation instructions can be found
here.

https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/550ed9cb-92cc-4d3a-a2cc-599535d861e0.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/550ed9cb-92cc-4d3a-a2cc-599535d861e0.pdf


Under the leadership of His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios, at a small Christmas
gathering in 2012 with veterans and VA Leaders of the VA New England Healthcare System,
we quickly implemented this ministry and began outreach to our communities in early
2013. The first delivery of Housewarming Baskets began with VA Medical Centersin Bedford
and Brockton, Massachusetts, representing the largest homeless veterans’ programs in the
VA New England Healthcare System. The program was quickly embraced by all Philoptochos
Chapters, Clergy and Stewards across our Metropolis.

The first collection and delivery of baskets in May 2013 occurred from the home of one of the
Chairwomen of the ministry. The items collected, completed 40 baskets from her home parish
in Brockton, MA through the support of the Parish Priest, Philoptochos Chapter, GOYA and
parishioners at large. 

Subsequently Chapters in close proximity to the Metropolis began collecting the Wish List
items and bringing them to the Metropolis Center where the Program Chairs organize and
coordinate with VA representatives for delivery to the veterans on a regular basis. This
ministry continues to thrive due to the overwhelming support and generosity of all the
Philoptochos chapters and parish communities at large.
 
The program is promoted on an on-going basis with an emphasis on Memorial Day; National
Independence Day; Veterans Day and Christmas Holidays.

 How has Operation Housewarming grown?
• Beginning in 2014 Chapters at great distance from the Metropolis are provided with
guidance and contact information for delivery to a VA facility closest to their respective parish.
• In 2018 the program was expanded to include homeless female veterans and veterans with
children.
• In 2019 the Metropolis Philoptochos began providing Christmas presents to the veterans
and children at the VA Medical Center; Bedford MA. The Philoptochos Chapter of Brockton
provided the same for those at the VA Medical Center; Brockton MA.
• In 2020 the program has been expanded to include homeless veterans living in foster
homes. These veterans cannot live alone due to developmental disabilities yet are borderline
for hospitalization. People have opened their homes to them offering them a safe and
nurturing environment. Ultimately avoiding hospitalization altogether. The Metropolis
Philoptochos provided the items on their Wishlist which are activities for keeping them
stimulated particularly during the “Stay at Home “pandemic.

The success of Operation Housewarming in our Metropolis has caught the attention of the
National Philoptochos and the program gained national recognition and became a National
Philoptochos initiative. The VA New England Healthcare System extended recognition to our
Metropolis and Philoptochos for the work with veterans on two occasions:

o Friends of Social Service Award in 2018
o Certificate of Appreciation in 2020 to both chair ladies

Over the years, VA representatives and veterans who have partaken in this program have
attended Philoptochos meetings to not only express their gratitude but also make known the
impact that we are truly having on the veteran community. Our Metropolis Board continues to
receive recognition for its work from the Veteran’s Affairs Leadership.

Our brave service men and women have made great sacrifices to serve our country and to
protect all of us. It is important to show them that we appreciate their sacrifice that we care
and are eager to assist them as they return to civilian life and a new chapter in their lives. 

 



PRAYER LIST

Click on the list above to offer your
prayers for those in need of prayer

PRAYER IN TIME OF NEED

PRAYER FOR THOSE GOING
THROUGH DEPRESSION

Printable Version

Use your gifts!

READ MORE

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
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HELP BRING THE GOSPEL TO LIFE – DAILY:

We’re looking for volunteers to help Fr. George share a short daily Bible reading with
our parish. If you have a heart for Scripture and a few minutes a day, this is a simple
and powerful way to serve. Young adults especially encouraged and all are
welcome. Interested? Reach out to Mary at office@stnicholaslex.org. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84059286977#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84059286977#success
mailto:office@stnicholaslex.org


 

FOOD DONATIONS WANTED

Please share your non-perishable,
unexpired food items in the food donation
cart in St Irene's Hall. This basket will stay in
the Hall and be donated when ever it is full.
If you have any questions please ask Emily
Babalas (edbabalas@gmail.com).

 

MINISTRIES

 

Strategic Planning Update

(Click the Strategic Plan Implementation report below)

mailto:edbabalas@gmail.com


Community Transformation Team

Dear parishioners,

https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/a4c5a71e-ea7a-41b2-8e15-d42cf8726076.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/a4c5a71e-ea7a-41b2-8e15-d42cf8726076.pdf


We are pleased to announce that we are moving forward with Phase 2 of the
Design and Development. This phase involves hiring the engineers to look at our
design before going before the Design Review Board for the town of Lexington.
We will have more details at the May 4 General Assembly. We also hope to
launch our Capital Campaign in May. Thank you for your ongoing support and
patience.

Thank you,
Carol

﻿Please check out our website where we provide all the latest information and developments
regarding the transformation of our facility.

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Bearse Mackintosh.

Stewardship

JUNE 2026 UPDATE

JUNE 2026 Honor Roll

Philoptochos

Click for the 2025-26
Philoptocos Meeting Schedule

St. Irene's Philoptocos
Stewards as of June 21, 2026

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR
PAINT NIGHT OCTOBER 16th:  
Philoptochos is hosting a Sip and
Paint Night with the artist, Katerina
Delegas, who will guide us through
creating our individual
paintings. No experience
necessary! Come and join us for a
really fun evening and support your
Philoptochos! Sure to be lots of
fun!

Lending Library

NOTES FROM THE LIBRARY:

Fellowship

REMINDER:
Do you enjoy a nice cup of coffee and a
piece of pastry following each Sunday’s

https://www.stnicholaslex.org/community-transformation-news
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/07ab9e45-603a-4072-b71c-03a7cc5dc52c.pdf
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https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/55cb324c-2614-4b60-a681-e815a112e31c.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/c51567fd-2d47-40ae-b634-b39603a21cbe.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/c51567fd-2d47-40ae-b634-b39603a21cbe.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/70a8361c-3cee-4da3-9822-bd8cf656927b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/70a8361c-3cee-4da3-9822-bd8cf656927b.pdf
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/hrgatti
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/hrgatti


Spiritual Counsels of Saint Paisios (6
vol. set) now available! St. Paisios the
New (1924-1994) was one of the most loved
and revered Elders of our times. Living as a
monk on Mount Athos, he spent his nights in
prayer and his days guiding, consoling,
healing, and giving spiritual rest to countless
people who took shelter in him. The wise
spiritual counsels of the Elder have been
collected in these six volumes under the
following titles: With Pain and Love for
Contemporary Man, Spiritual Awakening,
Spiritual Struggle, Family Life, Passions
and Virtues, On Prayer.

Please email the library if you have any
requests or questions, we'd love to hear
from you.

Divine Liturgy? Of course, you do. That’s
why we’re asking those who have not
sponsored a Sunday fellowship hour in a
while to please sign up for the many
opening dates available. We all like to chit-
chat with our fellow parishioners with a
coffee in-hand. So, please step forward. It’s
real easy…..all you need to bring is some
pastry (nothing fancy) and a gallon of
milk. The church supplies the rest (napkins,
plates, cups, etc.). If you have questions,
just call the church office.
 
Thanks much for answering this appeal. We
all will appreciate and thank you.

 

Hey Ministry Leaders and eBulletin Contributors!

Keep your updates fresh and informative!

Email any digital photos or updates to rdiorio18@gmail.com by noon on Friday, and they will
appear in the electronic bulletin. Also be sure to copy office@stnicholaslex.org by Wednesday
noon if you would like the content to appear in the paper bulletin.

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

 

mailto:library@stnicholaslex.org


 



 



 

Mark your calendars: Fall General Assembly: Sunday, November 15th

PLACE A BUSINESS AD?

If you are interested in placing an ad in our weekly bulletin, please contact
the church office.

In addition, we welcome supporting you or loved ones who are fundraising
for a cause, by publicizing your appeal.

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church | 17 Meriam Street | Lexington, MA 02420 US

http://metropolisofbostoncamp.org/
http://metropolisofbostoncamp.org/
mailto:office@stnicholaslex.org
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