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We are a Christ-centered community that welcomes all to worship, to pray,
to serve others and to learn our Orthodox faith
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR:

We wish to thank the Parsenios and Panagiotou Families for last week.

Follow vy @stnicholaslex
ON ALL SOCIAL MEDIA

GO XD

Follow and like us! We like you! €
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Sunday, September 27, 2026 | First Sunday of Luke

YDIAKONIA

A National Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

REFLECTIONS FROM TODAY'S READING | I Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1

“Let us
separate
ourselves...”

Thc—- power of the Gospel lies in the fact that Jesus
welcomes everyone to a new way of life, but
then requires everyone to change. Mo one can
squeeze the eternal message of Christ inte their own
narrow way of thinking. For example, some people are
attracted to the ethical standards and the moral purity
that the Gospel requires, but they might imagine that
they are the “good"” people who can scomm and revile the
"bad” sinners. These "good™ people have forgotten that
Jesus also says in Matthew g:13, "I desire mercy and not
sacrifice.” On the other extreme are the people who reject
entirely the ethical and ritual norms of the Church which
they label as “the mles of men." Wherever the Church
has a boundary between believers and unbelievers to
pratect Church discipline, these peaple imagine that such
boundaries should be erased, Jesus, after all, told us to

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '9&)

love our neighbors, This more permissive group needs
to hear today's epistle reading, where 5t. Paul lists a
setles of Old Testament passages that call the people of
Israel to shun the sinful lives of their pagan neighbors:
“Therefore...be separate from them, says the Lord.”
St. Paul ends the passage by saying, “Let us cleanse
ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit." The
moral rules of the Church, therefore, are not made by
men but by God. A worldly way of thinking might focus
only on purlty or enly on mercy, but Christians are called
to a higher way of thinking. Our separation from worldly
sin is multifaceted. [n the most obvious sense, we are to
shun all acts of impurity and unheliness. But, at a higher
level of thinking, we are alse to shun the worldly self-
righteousness that comes from living a holy life. Everyone
is welcome in the Church, but everyone has to change.

Fr. George Parsenios is Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, www.hche.edu
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PRAYER LIST
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Getting clean

READ MORE
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PRAYER FOR THOSE GOING
THROUGH DEPRESSION

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

YOUTH CHOIR AND PIZZA!

September 2026

Dear Sunday School Parents,

We are very excited to introduce a new opportunity for our children at St Micholas: Youth Choir &
Pizzal M4

Once a manth, our Sunday Schoaol children and teens will gather for a fun and engaging youth choir
session with Laura Dyer, where they will learn beautiful hymns of our Orthodoex faith, enjoy time
together with their friends, and, of course, share some pizza!

4! Youth Choir & Pizza Schedule
Please save these dates for our monthly gatherings with Laura Dyer:

October 4th
November 1st
December 13th
January 10th
February 7th
March 7th
April 4th

May 9th

June &th

Our goal is simple: to help our children experience the joy of being an active part of the life of the
Church. Throughout the year, the children will learn approximately three to four hymns. Once they
have learned each hymn, they will have the special opportunity to join our adult choeir and chant it
together during a Divine Liturgy. Imagine how beautiful it will be to see and hear our children
standing alongside our choir and offering their voices to God! But this ministry is about more than
learning music.

We want our children to feel that St Nicholas is their church, their community, and a place where
they belong. We hope Youth Choir & Pizza will give them another reason to look forward to coming
to church, seeing their friends, participating in Sunday School, and growing together in their
Orthodox faith.

Mo previous singing or chanting experience is necessary. Every child and teen is welcome! We want
this to be relaxed, joyful, and fun. Come sing, learn, laugh, eat some pizza, and be part of something
special! 29

Parents, your support makes all the difference. By bringing our children together and encouraging
them to participate, we are helping them build friendships, create wonderful memories, and
develop a connection to the Church that we pray will remain with them throughout their lives.

We can't wait to hear our children's voices filling St. Micholas!

With lowve in Christ,

Rev. Father George Parsenios Ghada Massabni
Chant Ministry Coordinator
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Sunday School Calendar Notes
There will be NO classes on:

October 11
November 29
December 27
February 14
April 18

May 2

May 30

Potential last day of classes: June 6
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KHACHKAR STUDIOS

alkE {10 -_l: EMPIWESING R0 NEWS
e R

Khachkar Studios Project Mid.Year 2025 Update

A transparency, engagement & stewarndship partnership at St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Lexington, MA

$75,000 $300,000

Received to date Potential over the next four years

St. Nicholas is putting Khachkar Studios’ model into practice—financial discipline, world-class benchmarking,
and management excellence—to build trust, deepen pariicipation, and strengthen stewardship across the

parish.
- Financial Transparency & Projections - Engagement & Attendance
= 2024 financials published online and made * Weekly video invitations fo Liturgy, in regular
downloadable Done rotation Ongeing
= 2025 financial results posted (Feb 2026) Done . Week_ly attendance published in the Sunday
« Presentation & explainer videos posted for the bulletin Ongoing o
parish Done » Relationship-building gathering with younger
« Five-year projection completed with explainer video parishioners (Jun 2026) Done
{May 2[}25} Done Sunday anendance — weeky, 2026

2026 WD 118 24 avyg 117 iF3 avy 00

CPA financial review completed (Aug 2026) Done
Financials & projections posted at

stnicholaslex.orgifinancial'financial-transparency II'lllll IIlIIIII'II'II""'I'I"III
Iar

Paim Sunday 202 L

- Formation & Stewardship - In Progress & Next
+ “Ignite the Flame™ stewandship workshop with Bill * Leadership Master Class (2026) In progress
Marianes — 25 attended (Apr 2026) Done « Quireach to lapsed parishioners In progress

Sunday School Teacher Development program on Zoom
(Mar 2026) Done

Bible Bowl competition Planned

Daily Bible readings — in development Planned

The BENEFITS framework guiding the work—the exitraordinary benefits of financial discipline:

@ Biblical Wizdom e Educating @ Mew Faithful e Envircnment
@ Finamcial Strength 0 Identity o Track Record 9‘ Stewards
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WALK

for Dana-Farber

M msaton @ wvunoe
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tcd ncer
or the nex Walk Day is
/ preaRthr ough 10.04.26

( Emily and Zoe )

To support my walk, visit

Dana-Farber
W Cancer Institutes

O http://danafarber.jimmyfund.org/site/TR?pg=pers
Jimmy Fund

Dear Fellow Parishioners:

| am reaching out today because I'm raising money for my 2nd Jimmy Fund
Walk this Oct 4. This is a cause that is incredibly close to my heart and this
year our daughter Zoe (almost 15) asked to walk with me. If you are able to
contribute, any amount makes a massive difference.

Below are links to our fundraising pages:

Thank you all for your generous support last year and for considering a
donation this year to this important cause. Every dollar raised goes directly
toward finding a cure and providing compassionate, world-class care to
both pediatric and adult cancer patients.

Thank you all so much for your ongoing love and support!

With gratitude,
Emily Babalas & Zoe Blake
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Blood Cancer
Onited Charity *:

Navigater

* FOUR-STAR =

Dear St. Nicholas Family,

It's that time of year that | participate in a Triathlon event S 3 for the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Saociety/Blood Cancer United, to raise money to fight blood cancer. The new name “Blood Cancer
United” was adopted to clarify that they support research for ALL blood cancers, not just Leukemia
and Lymphoma.

This year, | am dedicating my event in honor of a dear and longtime friend, Presvytera Elaine from
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox church in Weston, which many of us know. She is bravely battling a
very aggressive form of Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) and has a challenging road ahead.

First and foremost, | am asking for your fervent prayers for Presvytera Elaine, that God grant her
strength as she goes through this challenging time and for healing and a full recovery. And second,
| ask for your support to fund important cutting edge research that helps saves lives.

In Honor

of :
Presv, Elaine

My heartfelt Thanks for your past support and consideration for this important cause. A Tax-
Deductible donation can be made by clicking on the link below or scanning the QR code above.

https://pages lls.org/tnt/team/yourway26/ykatsarake

With Much Gratitude and Appreciation.
-Yiota Katsarakes

HELP BRING THE GOSPEL TO LIFE - DAILY:

We’'re looking for volunteers to help Fr. George share a short daily Bible
reading with our parish. If you have a heart for Scripture and a few minutes
a day, this is a simple and powerful way to serve. Young adults especially
encouraged and all are welcome. Interested? Reach out to Mary at
office@stnicholaslex.org.
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Be the Invitation: Record a Weekly St. Nicholas Video

Owur parish is inviting youw to help welcome others to Divine Liturgy in a simple and meaningful way.

Each week, parishioners record a short video invitation connected to the Sunday Gospel, just 10-20

seconds, spoken from the heart.

How it works:

E Scanthe QR code to sign up for a date

& Record a shortvideo on your phone

< Speak naturally (like inviting a friend)

E&] Upload your video (due 5 days before your Sunday)

Mo need to be perfect. Joy, warmth, and authenticity matter most.
Each video posted also helps support our parish through a special grant opportunity.

Thank you for helping us share the love of Christ and build connection in our community.

MINISTRIES

Strategic Planning Update

(Click the Strategic Plan Implementation report below)




Strategic Plan Implementation Update

June 21, 2026

Religious Education

Accomplishments

Stewardship and
Engagement

Accomplishments

Plan for Next Month

Renovation Program

Accomplishments

Plan for Next Month

Co-Captains: Maria Decoulos and Judy Gray

Executed the goal: At least B0% of parish youth completed a revised and updated
full academic year Sunday School program with goals and objectives for each
grade level.

Student presentation planned for June Graduation.

Consider setting the next set of goals for Religious Education.

Co-Captains: Penelope Tzougros and Stephanie DeVasto

Presented findings to the Strategic Implementation Team.
Completed evaluation of adult and youth stewardship programs.
Determine conscious overlap with the Outreach Committee.

Finalize adult and youth stewardship program.

Co-Captains: Carol Bearse and Bob DeVasto

Completed fundraising brochure to share with potential donars,
Reengaged architects to better understand engineering costs.

Met Geotech engineer onsite to address conservation items.
Scheduled fundraising planning with the fundraising consultant in July.

Start fundraising in July.

Outreach, Evangelism, and

Welcoming (OEW)

Plan for Next Month

Team Members: Emily Babalas, Charlie Marge, Nicholas Zervoglos

Praject Mexico Trip planned, Several parishioners are participating.

Thank you to all the co-captains and team members for the great progress on implementing the strategle planning goals.

1| Page

Community Transformation Team

CTT (RENOVATION) UPDATE

*»**September Update***
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We are excited to welcome you back to our September News Update!

We have met with the group of engineers who will be surveying the St.
Nicholas property: they include the Mechanical/Electrical, Civil, Structural,
and Geotechnical engineers. The Civil engineer will be conducting a site
visit on Sept. 8 and 9. The other engineers will begin their work around
October 5. We will notify you about each visit and what the visit entails. We

are making great progress!

In addition, our Capital Campaign begins in earnest this month. Please
think about how you can contribute to our beautiful new facility. If you have
any guestions, please ask one of our team members.

As always, thank you for your patience and support!

Please check out our website where we provide all the latest information and developments
regarding the transformation of our facility.

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Bearse Mackintosh.

Stewardship

August 2026

Hapey September. ..back to school and pending Gyro Fest
I am happy to report he following data on our pledges/giving since January 1, 2026:
BotPledges  Plodgeamt  #ofindivl  Amipaid % Amtpald

(indivitam) total) fam paid total) totan) Ramainder to goal
@ $131,78200 118 sie20088 AT ssTar9.02

We are just weeks away from the St. Nicholas 2026 Gyro Fest!
NICHOLAS!? We have a wide variety of options o do this - phy

give s the need
the hall, give via check, cash, or One Tisted below)! As | sai
Gyro Festand o Stewardship we
we appreciate the impact you have on St. Nicholas.

Also, we are almost at 75% of our 2026 goal 9 months into the year...pretty spot on! Here's to 100% by December (or
uuuuuuuu

1 log in, and follow the prompts,

bt an offering by going o

in, i CTERETE i ths ray bar on the et o

your
OPTION 2: If you don't have a One Church acco

Uit an offering by going to.

and or
OPTION 3: Mailin a checkicash to St. Nicholas Graek Orthadox Church, 17 Meriam Streel, Lexington,
MA, 02420
«  Questons? Contact stewardship@sinicholaslex or
For those who have pledged andiar given thus far - THANK YOUI!

Alexis Papathanasiou (Dr. Alexis Zallas, DVM)
Stewardship Chair

August 2026 UPDATE

SEPT 2026 Honor Roll

Philoptochos

Py, o S
ELiowsut?

Click for the 2026-27
Philoptocos Meeting_ Schedule

St. Irene's Philoptocos
Stewards as of June 21, 2026

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETINGS FOR 2026 - 2027

Monday, SEPTEMBER 14. 6 PM. POT LUCK

DINNER and discuss our Paint Night for

October 16.

Sunday, OCTOBER 18 ~ after coffee

hour. Discuss Christmas party.

Sunday, NOVEMBER 8 ~ After coffee

hour. Discuss St. Nicholas Feast Day Celebration

on Saturday evening, Dec. 5 and Sunday,
December 6.

Sunday, DECEMBER 13 ~ after coffee

hour. Discuss Bake Sale on December 20.

Sunday, JANUARY 10 ~ after coffee hour.

Sunday, FEBRUARY 7 ~ after coffee

hour. Discuss Palm Sunday lunch? Also, discuss

Feb. 14 having a chocolate coffee hour with

proceeds from a basket going to the American

Heart Association. We all contribute something

chocolate for the coffee hour and we wear red.

Sunday, MARCH 7 ~ after coffee hour.

Sunday, APRIL 11 ~ after coffee hour.

Sunday, MAY 16 ~ after coffee hour.

Monday evening , JUNE 7 ~ END OF THE YEAR



https://www.stnicholaslex.org/community-transformation-news
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/001c030d-1ae8-4070-955e-bd5becb817ec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/001c030d-1ae8-4070-955e-bd5becb817ec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/001c030d-1ae8-4070-955e-bd5becb817ec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/ace7d899-76c3-45f2-a0a7-4195a547e074.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/adff123f-ddf5-4a4d-b891-bad21f7b7f7d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/adff123f-ddf5-4a4d-b891-bad21f7b7f7d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/70a8361c-3cee-4da3-9822-bd8cf656927b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/179bcba3401/70a8361c-3cee-4da3-9822-bd8cf656927b.pdf

Lending Library

ST. NICHOLAS

LENDING
LIBRARY

For more information or ions, contact: li g

NOTES FROM THE LIBRARY:

NEW BOOK DROP AT THE LIBRARY!

The library is pleased to announce the
following new additions: the complete five
volumes of the Philokalia, the classic
collection of Orthodox spirituality, Alexander
Schmemann’s Introduction to Liturgical
Theology, the two volumes of The Collected
Works of Metropolitan Kallistos Ware, the
mini classic Feast of Faith, by Archbishop
Paul of Finland, and finally, Psalm Verses of
the Orthodox Liturgy, which provides all the
liturgical psalm verses for 80 services
throughout the year.

Also, new arrival for children,, from
Potamitis Publications, the 13 Volume set
My Synaxarion—A Saint for Every Day,
including the new Lenten Ocean, Paschal
River, your family guide for Triodion, Great
Lent, Holy Week, Pascha, and
Pentecostarion!

Please email the library if you have any
requests or questions, we'd love to hear
from you.

Fellowship

COFFEE HOYR

REMINDER:

Do you enjoy a nice cup of coffee and a
piece of pastry following each Sunday’s
Divine Liturgy? Of course, you do. That’s
why we're asking those who have not
sponsored a Sunday fellowship hour in a
while to please sign up for the many
opening dates available. We all like to chit-
chat with our fellow parishioners with a
coffee in-hand. So, please step forward. It's
real easy.....all you need to bring is some
pastry (nothing fancy) and a gallon of

milk. The church supplies the rest (napkins,
plates, cups, etc.). If you have questions,
just call the church office.

Thanks much for answering this appeal. We
all will appreciate and thank you.
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THE ST. NICHOLAS GIFT NOOK

GRAND OPENING GIFT

Newly Released Orthodox Children's Bible

In collaboration with The St. Nicholas Library, we have a
limited number of the new Potamitis Publishing large format
“The Haoly Bible for Orthodox Children™
{Free of charge on a first-come, first-served hasis while supply lasts)

Stop by and explore a curated selection of authentic Orthodox treasures
icons - books « praver ropes . bracelets - crosses - gifts for every occasion

OUR INAUGURAL COLLECTION 15 SOURCED DIRECTLY FROM:

Gregorioun Monastery Timios Prodromos Monastery Diraie Near Designs
Mount Athos Akritochari, Greece Original Orthodox artwork

Scan to Pay - The Honor System

The Gift Mook operates on the honor system.

Our preferred payment method is scanning the QR code. Select "5t
Nicholas Bookstore / Gift Nook™ and specifv what you purchased in the
memo feld.

Cash or checks are also weleome, Write down what vou purchased and
place the envelope in the drop box next to the cabinet.

Hey Ministry Leaders and eBulletin Contributors!
Keep your updates fresh and informative!
Email any digital photos or updates to rdiorio18@gmail.com by noon on Friday, and they will

appear in the electronic bulletin. Also be sure to copy office@stnicholaslex.org by Wednesday
noon if you would like the content to appear in the paper bulletin.

UPCOMING EVENTS:




The St. Irene’s Philoptochos invites you
to a special evening event!

1P & PAINT

October 16, 2026
6:30 PM

St. Irene’s Hall
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
17 Meriam Street, Lexington, MA

o $50 per person
g ) Event Highlight's

» Easy step-by-step painting guided by Art by
Katerina

All art supplies included

Complimentary beverages & mezedakia
Take home your very own masterpiece

No experience necessary

For Reservations

Please make checks out to St. Irene’s Philoptochos.
Contact Stephanie DeVasto at (617) 908-9372 or *
stephbob1976@aol.com for information and tickets.
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OCTOBER 25"

2-6PM FREE AND

UMASS BOSTON OPEN TO
McCORMICK SNOWDEN HALL Th LI

100 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MA 02125

% RECEPTION TO FOLLOW *

PIM[!:l PARK!NG AVAILABLE SIGNS WILL BE
On-site parking garage PLACED THE DAY
and lots available

at UMass Boston. OF THE EVENT!
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CULTURAL HISTORY & MUSIC & FOOD &
PERFORMANCES EDUCATION DANCE COMMUNITY

JOIN US AS WE HONOR OUR HISTORY,
CELEBRATE OUR CULTURE,
AND STRENGTHEN OUR COMMUNITY.

= v i e e
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, VISIT:
SO https://hellenicfederationne.org/en/ SO
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ANIGHT OF GREEK FOOD, MUSIC & DANCING
N Vi
5 <~ ALL FOR A GREAT CAUSE! <
Join us in supporting the Metropolis of Boston Camp
%{ and helping create meaningful experiences Jg
for our Greek Orthodox youth.

.ll._l. | TAXIARCHAE/
A SATURDAY, 7:00 PM - Q ARCHANGELS
= | DECEMBER 12, 2026 11:00 PM GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
25 Bigelow Ave
| Watertown MA

2 O
DELIC]OUS DJ & DANCING ALL FAMILIES

GREEK DINNER MUSIC ALL NIGHT WELCOME!

Jale ' ~ We'd love to partner with you! CONTACT MARIA:
&, Reach out to Maria for any s, T e
"l sponsorship opportunities & 781-535-8305

or ways to get involved. EX Mariakritikos@gmail.com

DANCE FOR A PURPOSE  +
HELP SUPPORT THE

METROPOLIS OF BOSTON CAMP

ADULTS CHILDREN

<Y, $50 $30

PER TICKET



METROPOLIS
OF BOSTON

ST. PHILIP CHURCH
NASHUA, NH

ST. VASILIOS CHURCH
PEABODY, MA

HAY
15-16
MAY

2-24
HAY-JUN
29-31

HAY-JUN

TRANSFIGURATION CHURCH
LOWELL, MA

ANNUNCIATION CHURCH
WOBURN, MA

ST. ATHANASIUS CHURCH
ARLINGTON, MA

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
DANIELSON, CT

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
LOWELL, MA

TAXIARCHAE CHURCH
WATERTOWN, MA

JUNE
12-14

| T
8-21

JUNE
9-20

JUNE

STS. CONSTANTINE &
HELEN CHURCH
CAMBRIDGE, MA

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH
PORTSMOUTH, NH

ST. SPYRIDON
CATHEDRAL
WORCESTER, MA

32— IN NEW ENGLAND &<

JUNE

20-21
JUNE
25-21
JUNE
26-28
JuLy
10-11
JULY
10-11
JuLy
0-12
JuLY
11-12

JuLy

17-19

JuLy
24-26

JULY

25

AUBUST
21-23

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH
MANCHESTER, NH

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
PORTLAND, ME

ST. CATHERINE CHURCH
BRAINTREE, MA

ST. GEORGE CHURCH
CENTERVILLE, MA

ST. GEORGE CHURCH
DARTMOUTH, MA

ST. DEMETRIOS CHURCH
SACO, ME

ASSUMPTION CHURCH
IPSWICH, MA

ST. SPYRIDON CHURCH
INEWPORT, RI

ANNUNCIATION CHURCH
NEWBURYPORT, MA

DORMITION CHURCH
BURLINGTON, VT

ASSUMPTION CHURCH
PAWTUCKET, RI

ST. GREGORY CHURCH

MANSFIELD, MA

AUBUST
22-23

AUGUST
2

AUGUST
29-3

9
SEPT
45
SEPT
45
SEPT
4-6

SEPT
4-6

SEPT
1-13

SEPT
1-12

ST. GEORGE CHURCH
PITTSFIELD, MA

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
HOLYOKE, MA

ASSUMPTION CHURCH
MANCHESTER, NH

ANNUNCIATION CHURCH
DOVER, NH

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
LEWISTON, ME

ST. GEORGE CHURCH
LYNN, MA

STS. ANARGYROI CHURCH
MARLBOROUGH, MA

ANNUNCIATION CHURCH
CRANSTON, Ri

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
FITCHBURG, MA

ST. GEORGE CATHEDRAL
SPRINGFIELD, MA

STS. CONSTANTINE &
HELEN CHURCH
WEBSTER, MA

SEPT

17-20
SEPT
17-19
SEP
18-20

ANNUNCIATION CHURCH
BROCKTON, MA

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
NORWICH, CT

ANNUNCIATION
CATHEDRAL - BOSTON
BROOKLINE, MA

ST. GEORGE CATHEDRAL
MANCHESTER, NH

STS. CONSTANTINE &
HELEN CHURCH
ANDOVER, MA

ST. JOHN THE
BAPTIST - BOSTON
BOSTON, MA

ST. NECTARIOS CHURCH
ROSLINDALE, MA

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
CONCORD, NH

ST. LUKE CHURCH
EAST LONGMEADOW, MA

ST. SOPHIA CHURCH
NEW LONDON, CT

HOLY APOSTLES
HAVERHILL, MA

ST. GEORGE CHURCH
KEENE, NH

Mark your calendars: Fall General Assembly: Sunday, November 15th

PLACE A BUSINESS AD?

If you are interested in placing an ad in our weekly bulletin, please contact
the church office.

In addition, we welcome supporting you or loved ones who are fundraising
for a cause, by publicizing your appeal.


mailto:office@stnicholaslex.org

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church | 17 Meriam Street | Lexington, MA 02420 US
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