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The Dormition of the Holy Theotokos
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Pray for your family!

Have you ever tried to find the perfect
gift for somebody? Maybe you got your brother the
toy he always wanted. Sometimes we think long

and hard to think of the perfect thing for some-
body.

Did you know, the really perfect gift for your family |
is your prayers! When we pray for our family, we
ask God to help, and what can be better than that?

In today’s Gospel reading, we read about how a
man had a son who was very sick. He didn’t know what to do, so he did
the smartest thing he could think of. He “came up to Jesus and kneeling
before Him said, ‘Lord, have mercy on my son.”” Later on, we hear how
Jesus did have mercy on his son. He had mercy, and He healed him.

God wants us to do this same thing! We can come to Jesus in prayer. We
can kneel down before our icon, and say, “Lord, have mercy on” my fa-
ther, or my mother, or my grandparents, or my brother or my sister. We
can always do that, and it’s exactly what God wants us to do, especially
when we need help.

Just like the man in the Gospel reading today, always remember to pray
for your family. Your family is probably praying for you too!
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; WHAT S IN THE ICON? _

« soul of his mother Mary.

w Does it remind you of an
e icon of the Theotokos hold-
- ing her baby son, Jesus?
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PASCHA IN AUGUST?
THE GREAT FEAST OF THE DORMITION

In springtime, we celebrate the
great feast of Christ’s Resurrection. You
might call that special day Easter, or you
might call it Pascha. Pascha means “passing
over.” We remember how our Lord, Jesus
Christ, “passed over” death to life again. We
know that our Lord is living, watching over
us still.

We celebrate another Pascha too, and we
celebrate it this week! This feastday is called
the Dormition, and some people call it an-
other Pascha, because God’s mother, the Theotokos, “passed over”
death into life. We know that the Theotokos is living too, and she is
watching over us too!

Orthodox Christians celebrate this day in a big way! Pascha in April is
a celebration, but this is a celebration too. God gave us life when He
rose from the dead, but Mary gave us life too when she gave baby Je-
sus life. So, we have to celebrate!

All through the first half of August we have been praying to the The-
otokos, and we ask her to “save us.” We can always ask her for help,
especially in getting close to her son, Jesus Christ. After all, she was
the closest person to Him! This week, let’s celebrate this other Pas-
cha, and thank the Theotokos for her help.

We celebrate this great feast on Saturday, August 15th (OC: August 28th).
BHELEREERREELLEEREL LR LR R LR REL LRSS

© Alexandra Houck 2026

20 ofe sfe s vfe sfe ol s sl ofe e s ol ofe sl sl ofe ofe e 2 sfe sfe e sl ofe e e vl ofe sfe e ofe ol ol sl she ofe e e ol ofe sl sl ofe ofe e vl sl ofe e sl of ok



