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JOIN US ALSO
FOR ONLINE
WORSHIP
May 10th
Sunday of
the
Samaritan
WO man Narthex Servers:
ANNA
8:00 AM and
ORTHROS DORA
9:00 AM
DIVINE LITURGY Chantere:

Click the icon to read about the Saint(s).

CHARLIE MARGE
TERI STEVENS

ATTENDANCE Digital Chant Stand
May 3rd:: 132 people Services Online
2025 Average: 117 people click on calendar date -
Full Attendance Report for reading of service Trisagion:

ANTHONY CORREIA
(9 years)

Husband of Mary
Correia and father of
Marcy Mazur

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
Hosted by Mary Correia
Our Philoptochos is offering an ARTOKLASIA in commemoration of its namesake, St. Irene,
celebrated on May 5th.!

We wish to thank the Parish Council and St. Irene's Philoptocos for hosting last week's
luncheon for the General Assembly.

A special tray is being offered by Philoptocos as you exit the church for the support of the
Philoxenia House. Please give generously!
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Sunday, May 10, 2026 | Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

DDIAKONIA

A National Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

REFLECTIONS FROM TODAY'S READING - john 4:5-42 I

rom Pascha until Pentecost, the Sunday Gospel
F:uadings refer repeatedly to water. Jesus heals

the Paralytic in water at the pool of Bethesda.
He sends the Blind Man to wash in water at the pool
of Siloam. He speaks of the Holy Spirit rising up like
a river from within believers. And in today's Gospel
passage, Jesus speaks about living water with the
Samaritan Woman. Water, water everywhere—but what
does the water mean? A pilgrim named Egeria answered
thiz question by describing what she saw in her travels
to the Holy Land in the 4 century. She says that Fascha
was a chief time for new believers to be baptized. The
reason for this is obvious: Pascha celebrates the gift of
new life in Christ, and being baptized is our gateway
into this new life. When our Sunday Gospel readings
refer to water, they evoke the waters of baptism,
following the longstanding tradition of people being

Fr. George Parsenios

haptized during this season. Motice as well that the
Sunday Gospel readings are almost all taken from the
Gospel according to John. This i because John describes
the Resurrection more fully than the ather Gospels.
Mark and Matthew tell us wery little about Jesus after

he rises from the dead, and Luke offers only a bit more
information. But John provides two full chapters about
the Resurrected Jesus. Interestingly, Egeria tells us that
John's Gospel was read during and after Fascha in the
4 century as well. As Egeria describes It, when the
bishop would gather with the newly baptized Christians
during the Paschal season, their Gospel readings were
taken from John, Our worship in the 21* century,
therefore, follows the pattern of Christians from the
earliest centuries, and along with the Christians of every
time and place we sing: Xpordg Avéomy! Christ is Risen!

Fr. George Parsenlos (5 Professor of New Testoment ot Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, www.hche.edu

Diokonia is mode possible by o

ji&lf,,r’l generous grant from Leadership 100

%, Scan for today's service text

7 bit.ly/parishtexts

Reflections from Today's Readings:

Reflections on the Gospel reading from John 4

Reflections on the readings from Acts
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PRAYER LIST Printable Version

Click on the list above to offer your God knows you!
prayers for those in need of prayer

PRAYER IN TIME OF NEED READ MORE

PRAYER FOR THOSE GOING
THROUGH DEPRESSION

Follow wy @stnicholaslex
ON ALL SOCIAL MEDIA

GO XD

Follow and like us! We like you! @

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR NOTES:

June 7th: Tentative last day of classes

HELP BRING THE GOSPEL TO LIFE - DAILY:

We’re looking for volunteers to help Fr. George share a short daily Bible reading with
our parish. If you have a heart for Scripture and a few minutes a day, this is a simple
and powerful way to serve. Young adults especially encouraged and all are
welcome. Interested? Reach out to Mary at office@stnicholaslex.org.

GRADUATES: WE WANT TO KNOW WHO YOU ARE!!!!

This is a call to ALL who are High School and College Seniors!! We need to have your
names, a little write up about yourself (a recent picture, your plans for the future, going
on for further education and your involvement here at St. Nicholas) in order to have
these names appear in the Weekly Bulletin. If we do not have your name and this
information, you will not be able to be acknowledged as a graduate on June 7, during
Sunday School graduation.
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Please take the time and give our office a call or better yet, send an e-mail with all the
information we are asking.

Thank you.

BE THE INVITATION:
RECORD A WEEKLY ST. NICHOLAS VIDEO

Cur parish is inviting you to help welcome others to Divine Liturgy ina
simple and meaningful way.

Each week, parishicners record a short video invitation connected to the
sunday Gospel, just 10—20 seconds, spoken from the heart.

How it works:
E scan the QR code to sign up for a date
and view sample scripts (or create your own)
5 Record a short video on your phone
> speak naturally (like inviting a friend)
% Upload your video (due 5 days before your
Sunday)

Mo need to be perfect. Joy, warmth, and
authenticity matter most.

Each video posted also helps support our parish through a special grant
opportunity.

Thank you for helping us share the love of Christ and build connection in
our community.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: ELENI SALEDAS (ESALEDAS(@CMAIL.COM)

Keep submitting the volunteer hours!

To date collectively an impressive 1,711 hours of your time has been submitted! Thank
you to those who have already responded. All this volunteer work shows that St.
Nicholas is truly is willing to give their time and talents to fulfill our mission. Your
volunteer hours are appreciated not only within our welcoming church community, but
by the broader Lexington community that is home to St. Nicholas. Hours volunteered




from April 1, 2025 through July 2026 not previously provided should be included. Your
name(s) and hours should be sent to: dawn@dawnmckenna.org

By submitting your hours in service to St Nicholas Church you are helping to reach the
town's collective goal of 250k hours volunteered in honor of 250th Anniversary of the
Nation! Whether you are attending a meeting, providing feedback, or supporting
others, you make St. Nicholas a better place Learn about VO250 at: lex250.0rg

Want to see how our efforts fit into the broader VO250 efforts? Come to the next Arch
Lighting ceremony on Sunday, March 15th 7 pm at the arch located at 1625
Massachusetts Avenue near the Police Station. Get your hours in before the Arch
Lighting ceremony in April.

Guidelines: Any age volunteer is acceptable.. Every hour is important so whether it is
one or more hours volunteered, please submit them as they add up quickly. Questions
to same email. The hours will collectively be listed under St Nicholas Church so there
is No need to list the specific tasks or breakdown. Approximation of hours is ok if
unsure. As long as you don't get paid for what you did, add the hours.

Unsure if your volunteer time should counts: It probably does if through St. Nicholas. If
ensure, ask Dawn dawn@dawnmckenna.org.

aFAITH

An Endowment for
Orthodoxy & Hellenism

College Scholarships for Greek
Orthodox Students

For over twenty years, the FAITH Endowment has awarded scholarships to
Greek Orthodox students, and we are happy to announce that the 2026 FAITH

Scholarship for Academic Excellence application is now available at:
thefaithendowment.org/scholarships.

Applicants must be graduating high school seniors enrolling in a 4-year accredited U.S. university
this fall and a member of a Greek Orthodox parish. The submission deadline is June 26th, 2026.

Through the FAITH Scholarship for Academic Excellence program, FAITH awards merit-based
scholarships to exemplary young people in the Hellenic-American Greek Orthodox community who
achieve academic excellence and are actively involved in their church and community. To date, our
FAITH Scholar network has grown to include nearly 1,000 young Greek-American leaders from
across the United States who are making their campuses, parishes, communities and beyond a
better place.
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Project Update

From June 22 to June 30 several members from St. Nicholas will be part of
a Project Mexico mission team in conjunction with St. Spyridon Greek
Orthodox Church in Newport, Rl heading to Mexico to build a home for a
family in need. For over thirty years Project Mexico has been building
homes for some of the most impoverished families in Northern Mexico. We
are asking for your participation in this trip through your prayers and
financial support. If you would like to make a donation to our mission team
or to an individual member of the team to help cover the participation costs
please click on the following link:

Donate Here!

Any excess funds that we raise through this link will go to Project Mexico
and St. Innocent Orphanage. Please keep the St. Nicholas mission team
members: Bob DeVasto, Andoni Katos, Demetri Katos, Olivia Tanionos,
Melanie Tanionos, and Nicholas Zervoglos along with the other team
members in your prayers as they prepare for this trip.

MINISTRIES

Strategic Planning Update

(Click the Strategic Plan Implementation report below)
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Strategic Plan |
May 3, 2026

mplementation Update

Religious Education  Co-Captains: Maria Decoulos and Judy Gray

Accomplishments

Stewardship and
Engagement

Accomplishments

Plan for Next Month

Renovation Program

Accomplishments

Plan for Next Month

Holy Friday retreat held on April 10th.
Bible study on the Gospel of 5t. Matthew to resume soon.

Student presentation planned for June Graduation.

Co-Captains: Penelope Tzougros and Stephanie DeVasto

Reviewed highlights of the Youth Stewardship and Stewardship Programs book

Present findings to the Strategic Implementation Team,

Complete evaluation of adult and youth stewardship programs

Finalize adult and youth stewardship program.

Co-Captains: Carol Bearse and Bob DeVasto

Identified four attorneys to review the lot definition and the Dover amendment impact
on our plans.

Video and photos of the new addition available at Spring GA,

Completed website and brochure format for capital campaign.

Start fundraising in May.

Outreach, Evangelism, and

Welcoming |OEW)

Plan for Next Month

Team Members: Emily Babalas, Charlie Marge, Nicholas Zervoglos

Focused an building the team. New membsers are welcome.

Thank you to all the co-captains and team members for the great progress on implementing the strategic planning goals.

1| Page

Community Transformation Team

Dear parishioners,
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We are pleased to announce that we are moving forward with Phase 2 of the
Design and Development. This phase involves hiring the engineers to look at our
design before going before the Design Review Board for the town of Lexington.
We will have more details at the May 4 General Assembly. We also hope to
launch our Capital Campaign in May. Thank you for your ongoing support and

patience.

Thank you,
Carol

Please check out our website where we provide all the latest information and developments
regarding the transformation of our facility.

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Bearse Mackintosh.

Stewardship

April 2026
Christos Anestil Christis Risen!

1'am happy to report the following data on our pledges/giving since January 1, 2026:

SofPlodges  Plodgoamt  #ofindiv/  Amtpaid % Amt paid
(indivitam)  (total) fampaid  (total) (total) Remainder to goal

a4 $105,182.00 o 511190598 51% 5108.094.02

and treasure!

Quick links:
. Wa

ware.com, log in, and follow the

» Want o give a donation?
o OPTION 1: If you already have a One Ghurch acco 'g by going to

. submi
1og in, cick KGRI (1 the gray bar on the

ccount, submit an offering by going to

ttps:l w g and follow the prompts
> OPTION 3: Mailin a check/cash to 51, Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, 17 Meriam Sireet,
Lexinglon, MA, 02420
« Questions? Contact siewardshi@sinicholasiex 0rg
For those who have pledged and/or given thus far - THANK YOU!

Alexis Papathanasiou (Dr. Alexis Zallas, DVM)
Stewardship Chair

APRIL 2026 UPDATE

Philoptochos

Iy, o 5
ELrowsut?

Click for the 2025-26
Philoptocos Meeting_ Schedule

St. Irene's Philoptocos
Stewards as of April 5, 2026

Lending Library

ST. NICHOLA
LENDING
LIBRARY

NOTES FROM THE LIBRARY:

Spiritual Counsels of Saint Paisios (6
vol. set) now available! St. Paisios the
New (1924-1994) was one of the most loved
and revered Elders of our times. Living as a
monk on Mount Athos, he spent his nights in

Fellowship

COFFEE HOYR

REMINDER:

Do you enjoy a nice cup of coffee and a
piece of pastry following each Sunday’s
Divine Liturgy? Of course, you do. That's
why we’re asking those who have not
sponsored a Sunday fellowship hour in a
while to please sign up for the many
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prayer and his days guiding, consoling,
healing, and giving spiritual rest to countless
people who took shelter in him. The wise
spiritual counsels of the Elder have been
collected in these six volumes under the
following titles: With Pain and Love for
Contemporary Man, Spiritual Awakening,
Spiritual Struggle, Family Life, Passions
and Virtues, On Prayer.

Please email the library if you have any
requests or questions, we'd love to hear
from you.

opening dates available. We all like to chit-
chat with our fellow parishioners with a
coffee in-hand. So, please step forward. It's
real easy.....all you need to bring is some
pastry (nothing fancy) and a gallon of

milk. The church supplies the rest (napkins,
plates, cups, etc.). If you have questions,
just call the church office.

Thanks much for answering this appeal. We
all will appreciate and thank you.

Hey Ministry Leaders and eBulletin Contributors!

Keep your updates fresh and informative!

Email any digital photos or updates to rdiorio18@gmail.com by noon on Friday, and they will

appear in the electronic bulletin. Also be sure to copy office@stnicholaslex.org by Wednesday
noon if you would like the content to appear in the paper bulletin.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
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+GABRIEL’S

AUCTIONEERS/APPRAISERS

We are proud to offer the lifetime collection from the
Estate of Nicholas Mitropoulos of Cambridge, MA

Known for his decades long achievements and support of
prominent political giants in Massachusetts’' government.

Auction features his eclectic fine arts & antique collection of
paintings, sculptures & photographs by noted artists and
photographers. Includes many Greek known artists such as
Dimitri Hadzi. Alexis Akrithakis, Charles Demetropoulos,
Georgios Margaritis and others.

Mid-century & antique furniture including important 18th c.
Boston secretary, antique clocks, harp, 19th c. high wheel
bicycle, early American historical documents & letters, plus
much more!

Sunday, May 17, 2026 @ 11am, preview from 9am
Previews: May 13-16th (12-5pm)

Sale in conjunction with White's Auction
Gallery: 19 Jackson St, Middleboro, MA

live - online - phone - absentee bidding available
click link below to access (3) online auction platforms

Visit website for details
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MAY
WEDNESDAY 2() 6-9PM
2026
Oak ]g_x Count I Club
Street Watertown, MA

110 Belmont

Hosted by The Hellenic Women's Club
Flower arrangement demonstration by Sandra Sigman
Founder E‘!f-ljr_t'.\' Fleurs, Andover
Ciuest f‘a'p['ui:rr: Priscilla Brastianos, MD.,
Dazzling Jewelry Trunk Show by GLENDI,
featuring Mediterranean-inspired, timeless designs

15% of all proceeds to be donated to the EOK Demetra Fund

Tickets are $200 to support Breast Cancer Research. See Stephanie DeVasto for tickets!
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Celebrate

GREEK AMERICAN
NIGHT

— at Fenway Park :

TUESDAY, JUNE 2,2026 - 6:45 PM

Tickets: Priceincludes Red Sox Greek soccer jersey!
Price: $35 per ticket (cash or check)
RSVP: Pauline Sager at psager625@gmail.com

Deadline: Mmay 19th

Make checks payable to: St. Nicholas Church.
Red Sox vs. Orioles

or PAY VIA ONE CHURCH:

Go to stnicholaslex.onechurchsoftware.com/give
Select: Fundraiser Event Donation-Red Sox Tickets for Annual Greek Night




DONATE TO SUPPORT
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100% of All Donations Support Dana Farber

and The Jimmy Fund
Elena Proakis Anthony Gray
Ellis
Donate by scanning Dontahte b:sca;mng
the QR code Sl cocy
or go to
g https:/iprofile.pmc.org/
https://profile.pmc.org/ e ':\GOM;'; -org
EP0203
Peter Lloyd Lou Saledas
Donate by scanning Donate by scanning
the QR code the QR code
orgo to or go to
https://profile.pmc.org/ https:/iprofile.pmc.org/
PL0196 LS0274

PAN MASS CHALLENGE - August 1-2, 2026




METROPOLIS OF BOSTON CAMP

. OR G

SESSION ' SESSION 2 SESSION 3 SESSION 4 SESSION &

June 29 - July 5 July 6 -12 July13-19 July 20-26 July 27 - Aug 2

AGES €8-18 | SPACE IS LIMITED
Registration Opens March Ist at 7pm

METROPOLIS OF BOSTON CAMP @METROPOLISOFBOSTONCAMP MBCAMP

PLACE A BUSINESS AD?

If you are interested in placing an ad in our weekly bulletin, please contact
the church office.

In addition, we welcome supporting you or loved ones who are fundraising
for a cause, by publicizing your appeal.

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church | 17 Meriam Street | Lexington, MA 02420 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
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