
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 19, 2020 

Welcome 
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope 

you will enjoy our fellowship!   
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 
1989 National Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the United States of  America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of  Common Prayer, 1979, which the 
Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain. 



Music Notes ♫ 
 Our opening hymn is a favorite across Christianity in the last several hundred 
years “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” (#390). I’m certain that this will bring a familiar 
smile to many a face. Our closing hymn is less well known “O God of  Earth and Altar.” 
We have sung it, not often enough, I guess. In the four volume Companion to the 
Hymnal 1982, the editor, Ray Glover writes: “At the beginning of  the twentieth century, 
England was a nation experiencing the end of  the long reign of  Queen Victoria, the 
beginning of  the Edwardian era, and the Second Boer War. It was a time of  national 
self-confidence and pride, of  materialism and moral laxity. In response to this, the critic 
and writer G. K. Chesterton penned a strong and poignant plea to God for social and 
political justice. In vivid language, the poet indicts both rulers whose duplicity and “easy 
speeches” give comfort to “Cruel men,” and people who in blindness and lethargy 
succumb to corruption. Written in 1906 with the intensity of  the Old Testament 
prophets, the poet in ‘O God of  earth and altar’ produced a text that spoke directly to 
the grim realities of  his own time, but with equal intensity and relevance to our own.” 
 I have chosen 2 organ works which roughly reflect these 2 hymns. The opening 
“Lento” was a memorial piece to Charles Hubert Hastings Parry, composer of  many 
good tunes including the famous “I Was Glad” sung at coronations and other great 
events. Composer Frank Bridge lived at the same time as Chesterton and the spare 
sorrowful tune might just as well be a commentary on the words of  Hymn 591. And at 
the end, a little piccolo music that marches on using 8 & 2 foot stops which sound a bit 
like those fifes of  the past.  
 We have a new canticle this week, Canticle 1, the Benedicite opera omnia. This is a 
long canticle that resides on pages 35-37 in the BCP. As the instructions indicate we’re 
skipping one of  the sections. This hymn is sung in the Old Testament story of  the 3 
young men who God saved from the flames in the furnace. It has a very interesting 
repeating them, of  the last phrases remain the same (for the most part) in the entire 
canticle. Customarily I have chosen two different, but complimentary Anglican chants to 
mark the different sections of  the text. The expansive subject matter including all of  
creation seems appropriate for us, here and now. I’ve recorded it myself  using a 
barbershop technique of  placing the top voice (the “lead”) in one tenor voice and then 
also singing the alto, tenor and bass in their correct pitches. Although people have been 
doing this since the advent of  recording technologies this recent time of  physical 
distancing has made this often necessary as well as fun. And the blend, for the most part, 
is due to all the vowels and timing are the same. Or, perhaps it is the ultimate chance to 
“back lead” one’s own self ! 

Voluntary Lento  Frank Bridge 
  (1879-1941) 

Please join in singing Hymn 390 
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All stand 

Officiant  Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to  
  your holy hill and to your dwelling.  
  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  

The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Then follows the Invitatory Psalm Venite Psalm 95:1-7; 96:9, 13 
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Please be seated to sing the Psalm appointed for this day 

Psalm 86:11-17  Inclina, Domine 

 

11 Teach me your way, O | LORD, 
and I will walk in your | truth; * 

     knit my heart to | you 
that I may fear your | Name. 

12 I will thank you, O LORD my God, with all my | heart, * 
and glorify your Name for | evermore. 

13 For great is your love toward | me; * 
you have delivered me from the nethermost | Pit. 

14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, 
and a band of  violent men seeks my | life; * 
they have not set you before their | eyes. 

15 But you, O LORD, are gracious and full of  com-| passion, * 
slow to anger, and full of  kindness and | truth. 

16 Turn to me and have mercy up-| on me; * 
give your strength to your servant; 
and save the child of  your | handmaid. 

17 Show me a sign of  your favor, 
so that those who hate me may see it and be a-| shamed; * 
because you, O LORD, have helped me and | comforted me. 

First Reading   Isaiah 44:6-8 

A period of  silent prayer follows the reading. 

Please stand to sing the Canticle: 
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1 A Song of  Creation Benedicite, omnia opera Domini 
Song of  the Three Young Men, 35-65 
This Canticle may be shortened by omitting section II or III 

I Invocation 

 
O all ye works of  the Lord, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 
O ye angels of  the Lord, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 

II The Cosmic Order 

 
O ye heavens, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

O ye waters that be above the | firm-a-• ment, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 
O all ye powers of  the Lord, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 
O ye sun and moon, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

O ye stars of  | heaven, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 
O ye showers and dew, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 
O ye winds of  God, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

O ye fire and | heat, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 
O ye winter and summer, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 
O ye dews and frosts, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

O ye frost and | cold, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 
O ye ice and snow, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 
O ye nights and days, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

O ye light and | darkness, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 
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O ye lightnings and clouds, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 
praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 

IV The People of  God 

 
O ye people of  God, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

O ye priests of  the | Lord, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 
O ye servants of  the Lord, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 
O ye spirits and souls of  the righteous, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 

O ye holy and humble men of  | heart, | bless ye • the | Lord; * 
Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the | Holy | Spirit; * 

praise him and | magni-• fy | him for | ever. 

Please be seated. 

Second Reading   Romans 8:12-25 

A period of  silent prayer follows the reading.  

Please stand to sing the canticle: 
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Third Reading  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Sermon 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

The people stand or kneel 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your Name for ever.  
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain.  

The Officiant then says the following Collects 

The Collect of  the Day 
Almighty God, the fountain of  all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and 
our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those 
things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; 
through the worthiness of  your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace  
O God, the author of  peace and lover of  concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of  our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  any 
adversaries; through the might of  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
A Prayer for Mission 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of  love on the hard wood of  the cross 
that everyone might come within the reach of  your saving embrace: So clothe us in your 
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you 
to the knowledge and love of  you; for the honor of  your Name. Amen. 

A General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We 
thank you for the splendor of  the whole creation, for the beauty of  this 
world, for the wonder of  life, and for the mystery of  love.  
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We thank you for the blessing of  family and friends, and for the loving care 
which surrounds us on every side.  
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.  

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone.  

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of  his Word 
and the example of  his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and 
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of  your 
kingdom.  

Grant us the gift of  your Spirit, that we may know him and make him 
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to 
you in all things. Amen.  

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of  
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  
Amen.  

Hymn 591 
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Voluntary Les Fifres (The Fifers) Jean-François Dandrieu  
(c. 1682-1739) 

 Participating in the Liturgy The People of  God gathered  
 Officiant & Preacher The Rev. Bret Hays, Rector 
 Lector Doug Parsons 
 Members of  the choir: Carol McKenzie, Katharine Newhouse, Alex 

Garcia-Mata, and David Oliver 
 Organist & Music Director Mark Nelson 
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Intercession List: St. John's Intercession List: Ginga Graves and Patrick DeMuller, 
Grace Center (guests, volunteers, staff  and supporters),  Liana Webb, Ernie Runnells, 
Laura, Becki Pedersen, Abby Browne, Dan Dobbins, Gene Cadman, Dr. Ben Herman, 
Anne Sullivan, Kenny Fidler, Linda, William Secrest, Janet Gerome, Malcolm 
Henderson, Doug Fifield, Peter, Sheila Jones, Mary McCarl, Mayhew family, Sereda 
Feener, Bette Mae Baxter, Emelia Currier, Patricia Hodgdon, Ken, Jim Mills, Danny, 
Carolyn Cenami, Sarah, Patricia Anders, Meghan, Anthony Shamitaro, David Arnold, 
Connor Macauley, Susan Richardson, Mary McIntyre, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, 
Beni Rose, Jack Ketchopulos, John Fleming. 
Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church—StJohnsGloucester.org 
48 Middle Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5795—978-283-1708—WiFi password:  48MiddleSt  

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8am-noon during which the Church is open for prayer and meditation. 
Alan McIntosh Gates, Bishop of  Massachusetts & Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan 

The Rev. Bret Bowie Hays, Rector  Wardens: Karen Kasper & Ellen Sibley 
Mark Edward Nelson, Music Director  Clerk: Joan Gorga 
Elizabeth de Veer, Parish Administrator Treasurer: Sue Lupo  Ass’t. Treasurer: Geoff  Pope 
Marge Bishop, Church Assistant 
Aaron Stewart, Sexton VESTRY    
Staff  e-mail: first name+@stjohnsgloucester.org 2021 – Tom Chmura, Dori Mottola, Bill Melvin 
Binky, Parish Mascot  2022 – Patricia Anders, DeeDee Bedford, Errol Smikle 
 2023 – Katharine Newhouse, Jane Ward, Carol Ann Zapustas 

 15

mailto:jmgorga@yahoo.com

