
To our Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders, 
 
Since September, under its broad mission of supporting its congregations and 
equipping its leaders, your Presbytery has shaped its Presbytery meetings 
around the theme of “Nurturing thoughtful expressions of God’s mission in the 
world.” 
 
The Presbytery Leadership Team has invited persons from outside the 
Presbytery to bring us new insights and knowledge:  
 

• Jessica Tate and Shavon Starling-Lewis of the Next Church movement, 
challenged us to think missionally about our calling and work. 

• Jimmie Hawkins, director of the Office of Public Witness of the PC(USA), 
showed us ways to act publicly on our faith. 

• Danielle Ayana James winsomely invited us to broaden our indicators of 
success and impact. 

• And Rebecca Anderson made us laugh and think and wonder as she 
explored how to tell the stories essential to the life of the church. 

 
We need you as the focal point of our annual meeting of the Presbytery on 
May 14. We are asking for your thoughtful expressions of God’s mission in the 
world. What one story of ministry and mission — a “God-sighting” unique to 
your congregation or particular context of ministry — can you briefly tell? 
These are short stories, just 3-to-4 minutes total, that capture a movement of 
the Spirit, small or large, in your congregation or your unique setting, told as 
an expression of gratitude for God’s faithfulness. We’d like to weave 15 stories 
into this upcoming meeting. (If we get more offers than that, well, we may 
have to save some for another meeting.) 
 
Here’s what we need from you by Tuesday, April 23: Please send an e-mail to 
stated clerk Barbara Lutter (statedclerk@ptcaweb.org) with the following 
information: 
 

• An expression of YES!: my congregation or I have a “God-sighting” to 
share, and here are two sentences to describe it.  
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• The format in which you would tell it. Is it orally from one person; in a 
dialogue of two or more people; on a video; in a slide show? Think 
creatively — how can I tell this story with impact! And yes, again, think 
briefly: 3-to-4 minutes. 

• A contact person. One name with whom we can coordinate these efforts. 
 
We know there are thoughtful expressions of God’s mission in the world all 
across this Presbytery. Who will tell yours when we gather in May?  
 

— Jeff Japinga, executive presbyter 
 


