
Mission Trip Corner 
This summer (and into fall, we hope), EMerge is highlighting summer mission trips sponsored 
by congregations of the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area. Has your congregation sponsored 
a summer mission trip for youth or adults? Please email your brief written report, with 
pictures, to executive presbyter Jeff Japinga at ep@ptcaweb.org. 

 

Macalester Plymouth United Church, St. Paul 

The high schoolers at Macalester 
Plymouth United Church have a 
long tradition of weeklong 
summer mission trips. This year, 
the group traveled to Houston, 
Texas, to participate in Hurricane 
Harvey recovery. Pines 
Presbyterian Church provided 
warm hospitality and 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
in partnership with The 
Restoration Team and West Street 
Recovery, provided meaningful 
work and powerful learning 
opportunities for our group. 

One team spent the week working 
on Jim's house. Jim retired just 
days before Hurricane Harvey 
struck Houston. He owns a home 
whose damage was minimal on 
the other side of town, where he's 
been living since the storm, but 
the house where his mother and 
sister were living was damaged to 
the point of being uninhabitable. 
His entire retirement has been 
spent working on this house. Our 
youth were enthusiastic about the 
work: tearing off rotting boards, 
putting up new siding, scraping 
and painting, and most of all, 
getting to know Jim. The bonds were strong and Jim told the youth that the work they 
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completed together that week 
would have taken months for him 
on his own. 

Our second team worked on two 
projects. The first was a rain 
garden, built in the backyard of a 
longtime volunteer with West 
Street Recovery. This project was 
a thank-you to this volunteer, and 
it served not just as a beautiful 
space to enjoy, but also as a way 
to absorb water more quickly in 
the face of another storm. The 
group hauled more than 300 
square feet of heavy clay soil, 
filled in the garden with more absorbent compost and mulch, and planted native, water-
loving plants. West Street Recovery expected this project to take the whole week, but the 
group finished in two days. They were able to spend the rest of their time learning how to 
install insulation and fully insulating a home so that it would stay cool — quite the 
opposite of our reasons for needing insulation here in Minnesota! 


