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Hello, I’m Barbara Brown Taylor. I say things you're not supposed to say. 
 
That’s Barbara Brown Taylor’s introduction of herself on her website. Her 
introduction by the Rev. Tim Hart-Andersen at Tuesday’s Westminster Town 
Hall Forum was a bit more formal; it sounded more like this: 
 

Barbara Brown Taylor is a best-selling author, teacher, and Episcopal 
priest.  Her first memoir, Leaving Church, won an Author of the Year 
award from the Georgia Writers Association in 2006.  Her next two books, 
An Altar in the World (2010) and Learning to Walk in the Dark (2015), 
earned places on the New York Times bestseller list.  She has served on the 
faculties of Piedmont College, Columbia Theological Seminary, Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University, McAfee School of Theology at 
Mercer University, and the Certificate in Theological Studies program at 
Arrendale State Prison for Women in Alto, Georgia.  In 2014 TIME 
included her on its annual list of Most Influential People; in 2015 she was 
named Georgia Woman of the Year.  Her 14th book, Holy Envy, was 
released by HarperOne in March 2019. 

 
“Finding God in the Faith of Others” was what she titled her address, based in 
large part on her new book, Holy Envy. (You can find the archive of her 
presentation and the subsequent Q&A here; I strongly recommend you listen.) 
Of the book she says, “Part of my ongoing priesthood is to find the bridge 
between my faith and the faiths of other people, so that those of us who draw 
water from wells on different sides of the river can still get together from time 
to time, making the whole area safer for our children.”  
 

https://barbarabrowntaylor.com/
https://www.westminsterforum.org/forum/finding-god-in-the-faith-of-others/


Her writing has long been imbued with both clarity and graciousness, as was 
her address on Tuesday. Periodically, I heard from her a phrase I needed to 
write down. I’m offering four of them to you with just a brief comment on 
each; I welcome your insights in return. 
 
We need to meet people who complicate things for us. 
 
Her book, Holy Envy, is framed around the world religions class she taught at 
Piedmont College. And so the “complicated” people to whom she was referring 
were those of other faith groups. But it reminded me that, in our culture today, 
we are increasingly content to retreat into echo chambers of our own 
choosing, coming out only to blame or to convert “the other.” I hear in the Rev. 
Taylor’s words an invitation to engagement and learning, with those who see 
the world differently than me — and especially, for me, as one in the majority. 
 
Being a guest can transform you in ways being a host 
cannot. 
 
The context was her commitment to bring students to the worship spaces of 
other religious groups, rather than simply invite one leader of that group to 
her classroom. But how many more ways could we use this eloquent 
rendering of “walking a mile in someone else’s shoes”? I mentioned this 
phrase Tuesday night in my welcome to the National Response Team of 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, meeting here in Minneapolis. That’s what 
they have in part taught us: to allow ourselves to be transformed by being a 
guest and servant to someone else. 
 
Learning the word ‘worldview’ is harder if you don’t 
know you have one. 
 
We all have a particular lens through which we see the world. For those of us 
in the majority white culture, we rarely see it: we live our worldview without 
reflection, and simply expect everyone else to live that way too. The same is 
often true in established churches: how we do things is how everyone else 
should want to do things, too. It’s rarely true. It’s past time that we in the 



majority start listening more. I’ve asked a couple of people in this Presbytery 
to help me challenge and expand my worldview, in ways I could not do myself. 
 
Neighbors whose gift to each other is not their 
sameness, but their differences — to see God’s image in 
those who are not our image. 
 
 I know there are a couple of words missing, to be sure, but you get the drift.  
 
When I was in Oman a few years ago on an interreligious immersion 
experience, a Muslim imam told me this: We can all find new meaning in old 
teachings that have too often been used to exclude religious strangers instead 
of embracing the divine challenges they present. God chooses outsiders to 
teach insiders how inclusive God really is. 
 
I’m grateful Barbara Brown Taylor said what she said on Tuesday (whether 
she was supposed to or not).   
 
(And, by the way, I was also very grateful to be present with 50-plus of our 
PTCA retired clergy. What a great group!) 


