
Dogs Discuss the Coronavirus 

 

The Dogs: 

Panda: Panda is a sheepdog and a therapy dog, owned by two members of the church who are 

family doctors 

Zest: Zest is a black lab and assistance dog for Pastor Heidi’s husband, Frank. Frank and Zest 

went to Florida for a few months this winter to escape the cold and ice that kept Frank from 

being able to go outside in his motorized wheelchair. 

Merlin: Merlin is a bichon mix owned by the Clerk of Session of the church. 

 
 

Dear Peace Church family, 
 

I miss you all so much! I know that I 

sometimes see you on that screen mom and 

dad spend a lot of time with, but I can't smell 

you and you can't pet me. It’s just not the 

same. However, since my humans are both 

doctors, I hear a lot about why we aren't 

getting together at church right now and I do 

want you all to be safe. So, I guess we have 

to stay away for a while longer. Be careful 

about being around people who you don't 

live with. As a sheepdog, I’m good at 

keeping those I'm in charge of together and 

others away. I stay on a 6ft leash to stay close to mom, but you are all supposed to stay at least that 

much away from each other. I have to wear a collar to keep me safe if I get lost, and now you have 

to wear your own collar (mom says it is a mask) when you go out to keep you safe. Please, all of 

you, stay safe until we can finally get back together and you can pet me again. 

Love, Panda 

 
Dear Panda, 

 

Bored, Bored, Bored! What have I done wrong? 

It seems like I am being punished for something, 

but I don’t know what. Now they even tell me 

that I cannot go to the doggie park to meet my 

friends.  
 



How are you holding up in your demic? It is yours, isn’t it – Pandademic? When you figure out 

what’s going on, will you let me know? Please!  
 

I’ve tried everything: during Sunday Service, I try to stay awake through the whole thing. I am 

there for Tuesday morning, Wednesday evening and Thursday morning services too. I think that 

Pastor Heidi and I are on a first name basis. She may even like me. Where has our buddy Zest 

gone to? Is he back in Florida trying to work on his tan?  
 

Ho Hum, I guess that it’s time for my rest, but I do miss you and the rest of the Peace Church 

Gang. 

Merlin 

 

Dear Merlin, 

 

Seriously?!? I tried my best to explain this PANDEMIC 

(NOT Panda's demic) to you when we were picking up 

May's worship material. You were having a problem 

with your attention span that day, so you probably don't 

remember a thing I said. If you don't get it this time, 

maybe Zest will have to help. I'm pretty sure that she 

had to take microbiology and infectious disease classes 

in her service dog training. 

 

Anyway, think of the pandemic this way – there are 

teeny, tiny little coyotes (called covid-19) who are trying 

to attack our people. Unfortunately, they are way, way, 

way too small for you or even me to chase them off. 

These tiny coyotes jump from one person to another so 

what we have to do is keep our people away from other 

people. That is why we aren't allowed to have church in person now. We can't have those teeny 

tiny coyotes jumping from one person to others as they don't hurt some people, hurt other people 

a little bit, and make some people really, really sick.  

 

So, keep your people away from other people, even that grumpy person of yours. I'm trying to 

figure out how I can go visit Peace friends without taking my people because that would be safer, 

but apparently dogs aren't really allowed to go traveling all by themselves. I personally think I 

behave better than most people, so I don't quite understand that rule.  

 

Be good, Merlin. Be good and safe my dear Peace Church friends. I'm already working on Mom 

to let me come when you have drive-in worship. If she puts me on a long leash and stays far 

away, I might be able to visit you in your cars.  

 

Love, Panda 


