
This year, the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area received applications for Congregational 
Development Grants to fund 11 creative and exciting ministries.  The total requests 
amounted to around $178,000 and the committee was asked to recommend up to $100,000 
in grant awards for this year. The Congregational Grant Review Committee of six members 
(four Teaching Elders and two Ruling Elders) individually reviewed and scored the 
applications, using a decision matrix based on criteria described on the grant application 
form. Then the team met for two lengthy sessions of discernment and discussion to bring 
the scores to a consensus.  
 
After reviewing all the applications together, the Congregational Grant Review Committee 
voted to recommend funding to the following programs:  
 
First Presbyterian Church of Stillwater for the “ArtSpoke” program for leadership training 
and arts programming for young people,  
 
Church of All Nations of Columbia Heights for their “Rooting Our Faith” permaculture 
design to transform their church grounds into an ecological sanctuary, 
 
Liberty Church of Minneapolis for the “Northside Healing Space” to improve infrastructure 
to help children and others heal from sexual exploitation and trauma, 
  
Peace Presbyterian Church and the InterMission New Worshipping Community for their 
“Theology in a New Key” program to build community with neighbors in a public housing 
complex, 
  
The Anuak New Worshipping Community for programs to strengthen family life and 
cultural heritage and help community members adapt to life in their new home, 
 
Chain of Lakes Presbyterian Church in Blaine for the “Common Good Theater” to support 
staffing for children’s drama education, to boost their confidence and connection with a 
community of faith, 
 
and to New Life Presbyterian Church of Roseville for their “Church 2.0” program for 
technological support to bring into close communion those who feel excluded by 
traditional church offerings. 
 
Be on the lookout for exciting reports of the great things being done around our Presbytery 
as local churches proclaim the Gospel in new ways to their communities! 
 
 


