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Jeopardy occasionally features a category called Potpourri, a catch-all of 
subject matters. As we end May and move into summer, I found myself 
thinking about a number of issues we’ve talked about in the Presbytery this 
year. Some updates. 
 
Restructuring. I admit to a visceral negative connotation to the word 
“restructure,” but I’ll stick with it, because it’s a true word. In January, 
Presbytery received a joint report from the PLT chair and myself that began 
this way (below). The Presbytery Leadership Team continues to work on this 
challenge, reporting progress to the March and May meetings of Presbytery. 
One key challenge in building a livable structure is being very clear both about 
vision and the work that supports vision. Better to take a few extra months to 
be clear about those things and build on a solid foundation.  
 

Our observation: We have talented, dedicated people serving this Presbytery, 
though fewer in number and with slimmer financial resources.  That has left a 
capacity gap in what the current Presbytery staff and committee structure are 
established to do and the support and partnerships our congregations are 
asking (and needing) of Presbytery in these challenging times. At times, this 
has meant over-extending some key leaders and staff to meet these needs; at 
other times, we do not have the ability to support our congregations and 
equip our leaders in ways that could provide real benefit. 
 
Our response: To utilize the stories, experiences, and challenges of being the 
church today as impetus to re-imagine the Presbytery supports its 
congregations and equips its leaders — with a willingness to do things 



differently than current practices — in order that, together, the gifted and 
talented people of this Presbytery might better invest their time and talent.  

 
Conversion Therapy Legislation: Also in January, 2019, Presbytery 
approved a resolution supporting bills introduced in the Minnesota House and 
Senate that would protect youth and vulnerable adults from the practice of 
conversion therapy. A second action asked the Presbytery to inform 
legislators from districts that hold a PTCA church. The House bill, H.F. #12, 
passed, but a similar bill in the Senate (S.F. #83) did not pass. Thus, there was 
no action by the Minnnesota legislature. The need still remains. 
 
Six Questions … How Would You Answer them Today?: January was a full 
Presbytery meeting that included a presentation by the Rev. Danielle Ayana 
James on  “How is Your Church Doing, Really, and How Do You Know?” In it, 
she asked of us six questions, one’s worth repeating. How might you answer 
them differently today than in January … and how might you continue to use 
these to shape your own life and ministry and your interactions with others? 

• Where are you using your strengths? 
• What has moved in the status of your ministry since we last talked? 
• What has surprised you? 
• Where are you feeling stuck? 
• What is the next stretch or challenge? 
• What support do you need from me? 

 
Telling Stories: In March, Rebecca Anderson told us that our stories “can save 
lives,” and how we might tell our own stories. We told seven stories of the 
Presbytery at our May meeting — God sightings, we called them. Thanks to 
our congregations in Buffalo and Chaska and Plymouth and Roseville and the 
North Minneapolis and Marcy-Holmes neighborhoods of Minneapolis, and to 
our Committee on Preparation for Ministry. Look for one of those stories in 
this EMerge, and others in weeks to come. But we know these seven stories 
are far from the only seven stories emerging out of the work and ministry of 
our churches. What story, what God-sighting, can you tell? Write me, or call 
me, with your congregation’s God-sighting. Let’s keep telling them, as we live 
out our commitment to support each other in ministry. 



 
Calling Thomas Friedman: Speaking of calling, two weeks ago, I wrote about 
Willmar, Minnesota, and Thomas Friedman’s column in The New York Times. I 
suggested at the end I might need to call him, and a number of you encouraged 
me to do just that. Let me tell you, he’s a hard guy to find. I’ll keep trying. 
 
Summer Growth … and Your Reading List: So what will you read this 
summer to deepen your knowledge, or faith, or discipleship? Where will you 
go? Who will you talk with? I’m especially interested in your summer reading 
list, principally so that I might supplement my own (which starts with a re-
read of Thinking, Fast and Slow, by Daniel Kahneman; Rachel Held Evans final 
book, Inspired; Robin DiAngelo’s White Fragility; and then. ... ?)  
 
Summer is a time to intentionally seek physical, emotional, vocational and 
fiscal health. May it be so for all of us. 
  


