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Per Capita Approved, Membership Extended, 
Values Explored at September Presbytery Meeting 
 
An overall 2020 per capita increase of just 80 cents per member headlined actions taken by the 
Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area at its stated meeting on September 10, 2019, held at the 
Associated Church in Owatonna, Minnesota. 
 
Presbytery approved a recommendation from the Budget Task Force for an increase in the 
Presbytery’s portion of per capita of 70 cents (or 3.3%) per member. When added to the 
already-approved General Assembly per capita of $8.95 and the Synod of Lakes and Prairies per 
capita of $5.50, the action by Presbytery yielded a total per capita of $36.50 per active member 
for 2020 (an increase of 2.2%). 
 
The proposed change in per capita from 2019 to 2020 is as follows: 
    2019  2020  Change  
Presbytery portion:   $21.35  $22.05  increase by $0.70 
Synod portion:           5.50          5.50  increase by $0.10 
General Assembly portion:      8.95          8.95  no increase  
 TOTAL   $35.70  $35.70  increase by $0.80 (2.2%) 
 
There is a full explanation for the per capita recommendation in the report of the Budget Task 
Force, beginning on page 13 of the Presbytery Packet, posted on the PTCA website. 
 
Presbytery also received an update report from the Presbytery Leadership Team (PLT) on its 
efforts in re-imaging the Presbytery structure (page 15). And then members and commissioners 
spent about an hour in guided discussions with each other about the value statements 
embedded in the report (page 17), and on possible changes in the structure that PLT might 
consider. Each participant was encouraged to complete discussion worksheets, the contents of 
which will be used by PLT in its ongoing work. Rocky Rockenstein, moderator of PLT, said a first 
draft of specific structural recommendations would be brought to Presbytery in November for 
its initial review and discussion (but not for vote). 
 
Presbytery voted to receive into membership two new persons who were not exactly new to 
the Presbytery (page 27). Diana Vezmar-Bailey, a member of the PTCA until she was released 
from the exercise of the office of minister of Word and Sacrament at her request in 1989, was 
restored to ordered ministry, then designated as honorably retired. (Her answers to the seven 
questions begin on page 29.) And Jeffrey Japinga, executive presbyter, was received from the 
Reformed Church in America as a member in good standing. His answers to the seven questions 
begin on page 32. (Didn’t know Jeff wasn’t a member? That story is in his Jottings.) 
 



In its worship, Presbytery also commissioned the Rev. Paula Sanders to her new ministry at the 
U.S.-Mexico border. Her story was featured in the August 23 issue of EMerge. The Rev. Coqui 
Conkey, pastor at Associated Church, was our worship leader. 
 
You can find other reports from the meeting in the online Presbytery packet, including: 

• the Institutional Assessment for Race and Equality (page 13),  
• Committee on Ministry actions (consent agenda, beginning on page 2),  
• a call for application for General Assembly commissioners from the Committee on 

Nominations (page 19), and  
• the Presbytery’s finances (page 24). 

 


