
Do Our Words Matter? 
 
Two weeks ago, at its March 16 meeting, the Presbytery of the Twin Cities 
Area approved a resolution that spoke to the horrific shootings in two 
mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand.  
 

The Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area stands side-by-side with our Islamic 
brothers and sisters in condemning the March 15 attack against women, 
men and children at two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand. This 
cowardly, hate-filled action during a time of prayers is an attack on all 
people of faith and an assault on the bonds of shared humanity and 
peaceful coexistence which unite us all. The Presbytery of the Twin Cities 
Area further condemns the hateful and dangerous ideologies that stand 
behind this action and re-commits itself to intentional work with all 
communities and people of faith, that together we might pursue the 
means by which we can live together as one humanity, with a common 
desire for peace and justice. May God’s blessings cover you in this time of 
sorrow, and give you strength for the days ahead. 

 
One of our members, the Rev. Dan Yeazel, who serves as interim pastor at 
First Presbyterian Church in Hastings, sent the resolution to a friend and 
colleague, the Rev. Hamish Galloway, senior minister of Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Christchurch. This is the response Dan received from Rev. Galloway 
… 
 

Thank you, Dan, so surreal here. The Mosque where 42 people lost their 
lives is across the road from my golf club and I park outside it weekly. 
Prayer vigils all around the city. Pray for us. God bless. This means a lot 
to us, very emotional church services today.  

 
The Rev. Galloway is also moderator-designate of the Presbyterian Church of 
Aotearoa New Zealand (PCANZ). This week, the PCANZ’s Assembly Executive 
Secretary, the Rev. Wayne Matheson, wrote this in the denomination’s 
monthly communication: 
 



When people have been asking what can we do – including our partner 
churches overseas, who remind us we are part of a bigger family – I 
have said: please pray; remember the families of those killed; remember 
the first responders and those who provide ongoing care and support. 
Also, we must never, ever let hatred and racism go unchallenged when 
we see it in our communities. 

 
We belong to a wider community, children of God that inhabit the whole wide 
earth. When we reach out, whether speaking or listening, acting or praying, 
we really can, and do, make a difference. 


