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Connected, for this Season and Beyond…. 
 
Three things, if I may, all coronastitutional (a new word I made up and, looking at it now, perhaps should 
never use again)….  
 
First, this update: two weeks ago in EMerge, we reported that “the Strategic Ministries Fund is providing 
support to congregations now,” through the availability of grants to congregations impacted by the 
pandemic. Through yesterday, May 21, the Presbytery Leadership Team has approved 61 grant requests 
from 35 unique congregations and four individuals totaling $366,158, living out in this specific way what 
it means to be a connectional church: 
 

1. GRANTS to 23 congregations to assist with basic expenses: $215,778. 
2. GRANTS to 13 congregations for community-based ministry: $67,500. 
3. GRANTS to 21 congregations for technology-related improvements: $66,286. 
4. GRANTS to 4 minister-members of the Presbytery experiencing significant personal hardship: 

$17,094. 
 

* * * * * 
 
In the same spirit of connectionalism, the Presbytery will make available at least four video 
Scripture/sermons and two complete video worship services for this summer. The first one is currently 
available for this Sunday*; others will be produced on a schedule that congregational pastors and clerks 
of session received by email last week. The goal is simple: to lighten the load that so many of our pastors 
are carrying right now. We are graced in this Presbytery with an incredible breadth and depth of 
pastoral leadership. But even the strong grow weary in this environment; we need to look for additional 
ways we support them, and support each other. This is one way. What else might you suggest? (And if 
you are a ruling elder, make sure you read Barbara Lutter’s “Business as (Un)Usual” in this EMerge.) 
 

* If you’re interested in Sunday’s sermon, you can find it (and a perhaps familiar face) on the 
Presbytery’s YouTube page, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPcEaZ9tVK0&feature=youtu.be 

 
This weariness, by the way, that so many of us are experiencing, is rooted in a virus-related reality: that 
we are working harder but feeling less progress. For me, that truth was encapsulated by a dream I had 
the other night, in which I ran and ran and ran (I am not a runner), and when I stopped, exhausted, the 
person next to me said, “Are you going to start soon?” And I saw I had gone nowhere. That’s when I 
woke up. 
 
COVID-19 has been disorienting, not just for how we do church but how we do life. Everything has 
changed and continues to change: the loss of life, exposure of injustice, damage to the economy, 
isolation from each other, and in some ways from our faith. Nor will we not encounter the old rhythms 
of life anytime soon. And even when all these things fall into place, we will be living a new normal. 
That’s a pretty heavy load for anyone to carry, and pastors often carry it not simply for themselves, but a 
church full of beloved folk. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPcEaZ9tVK0&feature=youtu.be


 
And yet. We need to be exactly where we are in this time. I heard that on one of my 3,265 Zoom calls 
this week. Of everything I heard and learned, this seemed most right. That the answer to the isolation 
and frustration and exhaustion of pandemic life is not to try valiantly to get to another, better place, but 
to invite the Spirit into the place we are, and be our best selves right there. However tired or lonely we 
are. That’s my awake dream, and an affirmation that God has gifted and blessed us in just this way. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Then, this brief and final word. The next couple of weeks will likely be a time of turbulent discussion, as 
we all continue to discern the tricky questions of shelter-in-place and opening up—especially the 
question of whether or when to hold in-person worship. You’ve seen it already in the news, as different 
church bodies take different positions regarding the advice of their state governments. Earlier this 
month, your officers said the following to you: 
 

First, and for now, it remains imperative for congregations to refrain from small or large in-
person gatherings through at least May 30. That almost certainly needs to be extended. Our 
commitment must remain with our most vulnerable, and the awareness that testing and 
treatment are not yet widely enough available to prevent passing even among those who feel 
well. We simply cannot rush back into business-as-usual.  
 
Second, we expect a slow and graduated approach to resuming in-person worship and other 
gatherings, stretching over many months and which will require our patience and wisdom, 
advice from our public health experts, and a clear plan for sustainability.  

 
As the governors’ offices do their work, your presbytery officers are similarly working on updated 
guidance, rooted and grounded in our Christian values and informed by the most recent scientific 
advice. However your see this challenge before us, whatever words you choose, whatever possibilities 
you are beginning to discuss, let us not put stumbling blocks where none belong. Instead, let us bear 
witness to the unity, reconciliation, and justice for all people, to which we are called in Christ. Know that 
we are in this with you for the long term. You are always welcome to contact me with your questions or 
comments. 


