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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – September 3, 2019 

Forum on Our Changing Climate and Hunger Planned for September 16 in Burnsville 

A community forum on climate change and solutions for food and water sustainability will take place 
on Monday, September 16, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Burnhaven Library Community Room, 1101 
West County Road 42 in Burnsville. The event, open to the public, is being presented by the steering 
committee for the 7th Annual South of the River CROP Hunger Walk, along with the Dakota County 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby and Interfaith Creation Care South Metro. 

The forum will feature two speakers from different backgrounds who will address the current realities 
of our changing climate and how the climate affects the global food supply. 

The first speaker will be Climate Reality Leader Veda Kanitz. She is chair of the DFL Environmental 
Caucus and is a Cltizens’ Climate Lobby presenter. 

Also speaking will be the Rev. Dr. Paula Nordhem, co-chair of the South of the River CROP Hunger 
Walk, which is sponsored by Church World Service (CWS). She will discuss the ways CWS has, for more 
than 70 years, worked in challenging environments after a human-made or natural disaster.  

According to Rev. Nordhem, “The climate is changing rapidly, especially in our most vulnerable 
ecosystems, and there are solutions already in place, working for sustainability and to alleviate 
hunger.” 

The 7th Annual South of the River CROP Hunger Walk is scheduled for Sunday, October 13. This year’s 
walk will start at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Lakeville at 2 p.m., with registration and activities 
beginning at 1 p.m. The walk route will cover approximately 4 miles, with a mini-walk of 1 mile also 
available. 

One-quarter of the funds raised by walkers and their sponsors will go to local hunger-fighting 
agencies— 360 Communities, the Open Door in Dakota County and the CAP agency in Scott County. 
The remainder will support CWS projects around the world. Forum attendees are asked to bring food 
donations for the local food agencies, especially protein items, such as nut butters or canned chicken 
or tuna. 
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People who are interested in participating in the walk or forming a team may pick up materials at the 
forum. Those wishing further information on the forum or on the walk should contact Rev. Nordhem 
at pnordhem@yahoo.com or Denise Lewis at dlewis9476@comcast.net. Information on the walk also 
is available on the Internet at www.crophungerwalk.org/burnsvillemn/ and on Facebook at Twin 
Cities South of the River CROP Walk.  
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