
Jacob Blake and Call to Action on Black Lives Matter  
 
We grieve with the family of Jacob Blake who was partially paralyzed this week due to being shot in the 
back seven times by police. With the prophets who expressed God’s anger in the face of injustice, in 
holy anger we denounce racism in policing and in our communities. 
 
We mourn with the families of Anthony Huber and Joseph Rosenbaum, the protesters killed in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, by a white teenager "defending" police.  
 
This 400 year old pandemic of racism, with which we have yet to fully reckon, is utterly unacceptable to 
God. It causes deep wounds to the Body of Christ, and layers on top of the many other current 
pandemics and disasters that are facing us: the death toll of COVID-19, the destruction of Hurricane 
Laura, and wildfires—all of which disproportionately impact communities of color.  
 
The events of this week demand that we unequivocally state truth once more: 

• Every day, Black people, our siblings in Christ, live under threat due to racism and white 
supremacy. 

• At the same time, every day, our Black siblings express their sacred worth and giftedness 
through their acts of love, resistance, resilience and brilliance. 

• Black. Lives. Matter. This is not just a statement, it is a theological call to action to transform our 
systems and society away from systemic violence and systemic privilege and toward the true 
equity that the gospels describe. 

We must affirm that God delights in Black lives and the lives of all people of color, including our 
Indigenous siblings, because we have not operated as a society as if this was true. We are called to 
repent of this sin, repair, and renew relationships in healthier ways. This will take time, but as followers 
of Jesus Christ, we live in hope, and trust that the Holy Spirit guides us. 

We're thankful for the over 150 folks in the presbytery who have committed to the presbytery’s year-
long Spiritual Anti-Racism Pilgrimage and the many in our presbytery who are engaging this week with 
the Presbyterian Week of Action, coordinated by PCUSA staff members. We know there are hundreds 
more among us who have committed to anti-racism learning and action in other ways. As presbytery 
leaders, we remain committed to equipping everyone in our presbytery to confront and truly dismantle 
racism and white supremacy in our presbytery, our churches, our communities and ourselves, seeking 
always the life-giving justice and liberation God desires for all. We have work to do, siblings, and God 
will be with us in it. 
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