
SAFETY AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS PRESENTED AT 

LIGNITE ENERGY COUNCIL’S FALL CONFERENCE 

  

Seven lignite mines and power plants received safety awards, eight individuals were honored for their 

contributions to the lignite industry and one company was recognized for its community service during 

the Lignite Energy Council’s award luncheon held at the Bismarck Event Center on October 4. 

Employees of  the Freedom Mine and the Coyote Creek Mine, both at Beulah, North Dakota, and both 

subsidiaries of North American Coal, were recognized with the Safety Excellence Award for achieving 

the lowest overall accident incident rate in the lignite industry in 2016. 

“The lignite users and producers in this region believe that the efficient production of a low-cost, 

reliable energy source cannot be achieved without serious attention to the health and safety of the 

employees who work to produce that product,” said Jason Bohrer, president & CEO of the Lignite 

Energy Council. “That’s why we acknowledge those companies that are leading the way in the field of 

safety.” 

Five other recipients received Distinguished Safety Awards by compiling safety records which were 

lower than the industry average accident incident rate in 2016. They included:  

• Otter Tail Power’s Coyote Station at Beulah, ND; 

• Minnkota Power Cooperative’s Milton R. Young Station at Center, ND; 

• Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.’s Lewis & Clark Station at Sidney, MT; 

• BNI Coal’s Center Mine at Center, ND; and 

• The Falkirk Mining Company’s Falkirk Mine at Underwood, ND. 

Basin Electric Power Cooperative received the Community Service Award for its work in developing a 

community-wide, day-care center in Hazen, North Dakota. Erin Huntimer, an employee with Basin 

Electric, received the award on behalf of her employer. Huntimer is also the president of the Energy 

Capital Cooperative Child Care’s board of directors.  

Russ Smith, a vice president with TriTec Steel Fabrication, won the Lignite Energy Council’s 2017 

Contractor/Supplier Member of the Year Award. He was nominated by employees at the Coyote Station 

in Beulah, North Dakota, who noted Smith’s dedication to both the industry and his customers at the 

mines and plants. 

Seven individuals were recognized for their contributions to the lignite industry over the span of their 

careers. They were honored with the Ambassador of Lignite Award for their achievements and support 

of the lignite industry. The winners included: 

  

•        Jan Rudolf with Otter Tail Power Company; 

•        Doug Stoltz with The Falkirk Mining Company; 



•        Steve Tomac with Basin Electric Power Cooperative; 

•        Sue Black with Minnkota Power Cooperative; 

•        Becky Luhning with Otter Tail Power Company; 

•        Chris Blowers with BNI Coal; and 

•        Chuck Kerr with Great Northern Properties. 

The Lignite Energy Council is a regional trade association representing North Dakota lignite producers, 

electric utilities and approximately 300 businesses providing goods and services to the mines and 

plants. The lignite industry generates approximately $3.5 billion in gross business volume within the 

state.  

 


