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FROM THE PASTOR
The mark of a good artist? Their creation
will cause you to slow down and pause.

The Red Stairway
Ben Shahn, 1944

I walked through the Saint Louis Art
Museum and took photos of paintings
which “stopped me in my tracks.”
Here are my three favorites. Each of
these images tell a story of faith.

A crumbling environment conveys the wreckage
of World War II. The space within the ruined
building remains unresolved, as does the
destination of the man on the red stairs.

Continued on page two
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Charles I
Kehinde Whiley, 2018

If you were charged to teach a Bible Study
on these paintings, which Scripture would
guide your reflection?
How do these images connect with the Big
Story of God’s redemptive work of grace?
These questions are explored in July’s
worship, American Modernist painters and
a photographer, discovered through the
lens of Psalms.
Your mind, heart and spirit will be
nourished through artistic beauty, mirrored
by the wisdom of the Psalms.
St. Louis’ Ashley Cooper stands in the same pose
as the portrait painting of Charles I in 1663.

~~~~
Saint Paul
El Greco, 1598

And as we travel through chapters of
transition, please remember our Sunday
flow:
10 a.m. Donuts and coffee in Johnson
Fellowship Hall
10:15 a.m. Three on-site Bible Studies are
available:
§ Families - led by Drew Phillips
§ Youth - led by Abigail Thant
§ Adults - led by Tommy Simons
11 a.m. Worship in the sanctuary (masks
not required for those who are fully
vaccinated)
Thank you for your continued participation,
giving, and service to our beloved
community.

Paul’s right hand embraces a sword (symbol for
upcoming martyrdom) while his left holds a letter
written to Titus.
2 | Third Base

Grace and Peace,
Tommy

Family
Ministries
As things slowly reopen and we are able
to gather safely I’m excited for the
opportunities we have again to hang out
and serve together.
This time next month we will be regaling
you with Camp Stories—summer
happens so quickly!
On Sundays at 10:15 a.m. (through Labor
Day) families will gather in the children’s
area to observe, learn together, and take
home some practices—some ancient,
some new, all hopefully helpful in
fostering spiritual growth and love of God
and others.
By now you have heard that we have
been blessed by Abigail Thant, a
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
student/church intern. She has helped
with our weekly College, Godly Play, and
Youth Zooms, as well as chipped in as
an energetic and encouraging team
player.
Our own Grace Moore, Third’s Arts
Intern, continues to help us worship
better, see with new eyes, and listen with
new ears through her artwork.
Addison Hulett, Naomi Thiems, and
Matthew Watson are all spending time
counseling at Lake Springfield Baptist
Camp. Their sacrificial investment in the
lives of others is a ministering example to
us and I am grateful for them. Let us
agree to pray for and with them, that they
not grow weary in doing good.
Continued on page four
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Rev. Drew Phillips
Minister to Families

I am so thankful for students and families who serve willingly, with cheerful spirits and
kind hearts. In preparation for Food Pantry returning to full service, several youth
(pictured below) helped set up, sort, and organize to prepare us to serve our community.
This is invaluable, and often thankless work, and I am proud of our students.

Parents of younger children:
There is a brand new book by
influential writer Rachel Held Evans,
who tragically died 3 years ago (this
was a project she was working on
for her own children) and beloved
children’s author, Matthew Paul
Turner, called “What is God Like?”
Each of your families will receive a
copy of the book, as well as
prompts to create art, ask
questions, and have discussions in
your house. Grace Moore will help
us with this. I am excited to see
where these discussions and
creations lead us!
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People remember 10 percent of what they read and 20 percent of what they hear,
but 80 percent of what they see and do.
The arts are an effective vehicle for communicating the Gospel. You will discover
gifted poets, painters and photographers—seen through the lenses of their own
creativity and the Psalms.
The authors of Psalms are living and present voices—let’s find out what “these cloud
of witnesses” have to say!

July: Art and Faith ~ Lessons from American Modernists
July 4: Norman Rockwell, American Illustrator (Psalm 1)
July 11: Sebastiao Salgado, Brazilian photographer (Psalm 10)
July 18: John Biggers, African American muralist (Psalm 82)
July 25: Frida Kalo, Mexican painter (Psalm 42)
August: Visions of Faith
August 1: Leonardo da Vinci: The Last Supper (Psalm 23)
August 8: Edward Hicks: The Peaceable Kingdom (Psalm 150)
August 15: The Signorelli frescoes of Orvieto (Psalm 2)
August 22: Holman Hunt: The Light of the World (Psalm 27)
August 29: Salvador Dali- Christ of St. John of the Cross/
Antony Gromley: The Angel of the North (Psalm 46)
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Musical Notes
Third Baptist Church has a long history of excellence in church
music, and that tradition continues.
~~~~~~~~

A wealth of musical entertainment is available to you at any time
through a visit to Third’s website, via the Music page. Revisit -or
view for the first time - the joys of two Perseid Quartet
performances recently recorded from Third’s sanctuary: Francis
Pott’s “Pilgrim,” and Sasha Johnson Manning’s “Christmas
Rhapsody.”
While the Friday Pipes Concert Series was temporarily
suspended, Third’s musical team kept the music playing by
bringing in some of the Friday Pipes organists for unique “after
hours” recording sessions. Check out performances from the
‘Midnight at Grand and Washington’ series, and also past
performances from the Friday Pipes page.

To mirror our Sunday
offerings—Wednesday
nights at 6 p.m.:
Adults are invited to
meet through Zoom.
The previous Sunday’s
artistic and Scripture
offering will be reviewed,
discussed and applied
for your spiritual
formation.
Gutenberg Bible, Lenox Copy, New York Public
Library, 2009. Media Commons.
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Linda Roos
Tommy Simons
Harold Jackson
Arris Harris; Alice Worrell
Elizabeth Hoffman
Lynda Sharpe
Elijah Kimler
Marvelle Johnson
Andrea Banks
Simon Bailey
Karen Stewart
Gerri Robins
Dea Hoover

In the city for good!
620 North Grand Blvd
St. Louis, MO 63103
Office 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org
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