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Dr. Stephen M. Berk is a professor of  history at Union 

College and holder of the Henry and Sally Schaffer 

Chair of Holocaust and Jewish Studies. He is also the  

recipient of the Florence B. Sherwood Chair in History 

and  Culture and a consultant to the Wiesenthal Holo-

caust Center. Professor Berk is a recipient of the  

Citizens Laureate  Award of the University of  Albany 

Foundation. 

 

A gifted presenter, Dr. Berk has lectured on the Holo-

caust at distinguished higher  education  institutions 

such as Princeton,  Vanderbilt, The University of   

Texas at  Austin, and Williams College. In addition, he 

has lectured extensively in the former  Soviet Union, 

Israel, Egypt, and Poland. 

 

Professor Berk is the author of Year of  

Crisis, Year of Hope: Russian Jewry and the Pogroms 

of 1881-1882 and numerous  articles on  Russian  

history, Russian-Jewish history, anti-Semitism, and  

American policy in the Middle East. 

 

A native of New York City, Dr. Berk  received his B.A. 

in history from the  University of Pennsylvania, his 

Master’s  degree from the University of Chicago, and 

his Ph.D. from Columbia University. 

 

 

 

 

           Dr. Stephen Berk 

 

Personality Counts:  

The Men and Women who 
Created and Shaped the 

State of Israel 

2021 Dr. Stephen Berk 
 Lecture Series 

Sept: 23, 30, Oct: 7, 14, 21, 28  
7:30p.m. EST 

2021 Dr. Stephen Berk 
Lecture Series 

Sept: 23, 30, Oct: 7, 14, 21, 28  
 

Cost 
Complete Series: $60 

(Members only) 
 

Complete Series: $72 
(Non-members) 

  

All lectures begin at  
7:30 p.m. EST 



  

 

 

 

 

 

To reserve tickets, complete this form, enclose a check (payable to Congregation Agudat Achim), and 
mail to: Jack Mintzer, 2117 Union Street, Schenectady, NY 12309, by September 13. 

Complete Series $ 60  
(In person Member price) 
 
Complete Series $ 60  
(Live Stream Member price) 

Name:___________________________________ 
 
Email:_________________________________ Phone:________     No. of Tickets:__________ Total Enclosed:___________ 

Complete Series $72  
(In person  Non-member price) 
 
Complete Series $ 72 
(Live Stream Non-member price) 

All lectures begin at 7:30 p.m. 
 

All lectures are in person and 
online! 

 
In person tickets will be available at 

the door.  
 

Our policy currently requires masks 
to be worn by every person while 

inside the building. 
 
 

A link and password will be sent out 
to online registrants about a week 

before the lectures begin. 
 

Please register each member of your 
household who will be viewing the 

series online. 
 

You won’t want to miss any of these 
exciting lectures! 

 

Personality Counts: The Men and Women who Created and Shaped the State of Israel.  

1. Dreamers: 
It was an impossible dream but Hess, 
Pinsker, Herzl, and Weizmann laid the 
groundwork. 
 
2. The Mandate:  
Ben-Gurion, Jabotinsky, Brandeis, and 
Weizmann slugged it out against a 
background of British control and Arab 
opposition. 
 
3. The Father:  
Ben-Gurion led the new country 
through war, mass immigration and the 
trauma of German reparations. 
 
4. 1967:  
Eshkol and Dayan directed the country 
through the war that changed Israel 
and the Middle East. 
 
5. Women: 
Israel would not be the country it is 
without its women. Golda, Leah Gold-
berg, Naomi Shemer and others made 
great contributions. 
 
6. Peace, Prosperity and a  
Weird Coalition: 
Begin, Netanyahu, and Bennett 
demonstrated courage, brilliance, and 
corruption as Israel entered a new cen-
tury. 
 
 
 


