
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

JOINT INFORMATION CENTER PRESS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – June 10, 2020 

 

DOUGLAS COUNTY COVID-19 RESPONSE TEAM - DAILY LOCAL UPDATE 
 

(Douglas County, Ore.)  Lately there has been a lot of buzz about epidemiology.  So, what is epidemiology and why does 

it matter during a pandemic?  Epidemiology is one of the key tactics public health has utilized to stop the spread of 

COVID-19.  Epidemiology is the study and analysis of the distribution, patterns and determinants of health and disease 

conditions in defined populations.  Douglas Public Health Network coordinates our local epidemiology (epi) teams.  The 

teams are made up of medical professionals, case investigators and support specialists.  Together the team works with 

people who have tested positive for COVID-19 and those who may have been exposed to someone who has tested 

positive. They also provide guidance and support to both those that are known positive and those contacts of those who 

have been exposed.  Early in the pandemic, a statewide COVID-19 epi collaborative was implemented in order to stop the 

spread of COVID-19 through coordinated epidemiological investigations. The statewide collaborative includes the 

Oregon Health Authority, county and tribal public health authorities and community-based organizations, who are 

working together, to provide guidance and support to people who have been exposed to COVID-19. Epi investigations are 

not new, public health agencies have routinely done this for many years to prevent the spread of many types of diseases, 

like measles, mumps and tuberculosis. In Douglas County, prior to COVID-19, most of their efforts were focused on 

confidentially notifying and supporting persons with sexually transmitted infections. Many times people are unaware that 

they have been exposed to a disease and contact from public health ensures they can get the care they need while 

protecting the private identity of the original case, essentially breaking the chain of transmission.   
 

DPHN’s Epi Team consists of more than a dozen people who have been specially trained to conduct these core public 

health functions.  As a part of our public health requirements for COVID-19 response, as well as for the reopening 

processes, DPHN coordinates with 14 community based organizations, and one local tribe to facilitate our epi program. 

Because Douglas County has had a relatively low rate of positive cases, DPHN’s epi teams are using this time to actively 

seek additional training, research the new systems and help other counties.  We have supplied epi support team to Marion 

County to help them with their investigations, helped Curry County in interviewing some cases and have provided 

training in Coos and other counties. 
 

“Our team at DPHN has been conducting our epi investigations for many years for other infectious diseases like HIV and 

tuberculosis.  Our experienced staff have been instrumental in keeping our COVID case numbers low in Douglas County 

because they were able to identify contacts, support quarantine and provide education and information about the virus.” 

Teresa Mutschler, Executive Director DPHN. 
 

Epi teams help our communities and residents stay healthy, informed and help to slow the spread of COVID-19 by: 

 Educating residents about how to prevent the spread of the virus. 

 Ensuring that those that might have been exposed stay quarantined at home for 14 days after their last exposure. 

14 days is the maximum amount of time that the virus can be incubating inside a person’s body before symptom 

onset. If 14 days have passed and they do not develop symptoms, they are safe to return to work and rejoin our 

community. 

 Providing health information on how to care for yourself and family if you start having symptoms. 

 Checking in with those that might have been exposed daily to see how they are faring. 

 Testing symptomatic residents. 

 Sharing resources available in your community that can support you while you are in quarantine. 

 Delivering needed supplies like medications and groceries to patients under quarantine and isolation who do not 

have family or friends that can do so. 
 

Are you interested in becoming part of DPHN’s dynamic epi team or perhaps working in public health?  DPHN is looking 

for new team members.  Click here for more information.  If you get a call from an epi team member working for your 

county or tribal health agency, we encourage you to answer the call. Together, we can stop the spread of COVID-19!  
  

Douglas County COVID-19 Test Results: It is Wednesday, June 10, 2020, and as of 12:00 pm today, there are NO new 

cases of COVID-19 in Douglas County.  The total number of positive cases in Douglas County is 29.  Testing continues, 

as DPHN has been holding 2-3 clinics a week and hospitals, urgent cares and clinics continue to test.  Twenty-nine 

people have tested positive in the county and twenty-seven of those twenty-nine have recovered.  DPHN defines 

recovery as an end to all symptoms after a positive test for COVID-19.  DPHN continues their epidemiologic 

investigations, identifying individuals who may have had close contact with individuals that have tested positive for  

COVID-19, advising and supporting quarantine. The majority of the individuals who have tested positive earlier have now 

recovered.  The first positive COVID-19 case in Douglas County was announced on March 8, 2020.  Thanks to the great 

work that Douglas County has done social distancing and staying home, we’ve had 29 cases in 94 days.  
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Here are the current numbers for Douglas County: 
New Cases 

as of 12:00 pm 
June 10, 2020 

Total 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Total 

Recovered 
Cases 

(of those that 

tested positive) 

Total 

COVID-19 
Deaths 

Total 
Currently 

Hospitalized 
 (of those that 

tested positive) 

Total 

Negative 

Test Result 

Total 

Presumptive 

Cases 

0 29 27 0 2 3406 0 
The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) has expanded their reporting for COVID-19 case management and will now include 

presumptive COVID-19 cases.  DPHN will also be reporting presumptive cases and will use the OHA’s definition of 

presumptive as having had close contact with a known, confirmed COVID-19 case, showing symptoms and not yet having 

a positive nasal swab/PCR test for COVID-19.  
  
Getting Tested & Testing Clinics 
The next drive-through testing clinic will be Friday, June 12, 2020, in Roseburg. As a reminder, if you are having 

symptoms of COVID-19 including cough, fever, shortness of breath, muscle aches and pains, diarrhea, sore throat or 

decreased sense of smell and taste, talk to your health care provider about being tested for COVID-19.  Patients without a 

Primary Care Provider, that are looking for a COVID-19 test should contact the Sutherlin Aviva Health Clinic at (541) 

459-3788.  The first drive-through testing site was piloted in the county on March 17, 2020, there have been 695 people 

tested in the drive-through clinics alone, additional testing continues in hospitals, urgent cares and clinics simultaneously. 

The drive- through clinics are led by DPHN, in conjunction with partner agencies including; Douglas County COVID-19 

Response Team, Douglas County Board of Commissioners, Douglas County Sheriff’s Office, Douglas County Public 

Works, local volunteers and local health professionals. 
 

Oregon COVID-19 Case Update 
Oregon Health Authority reports new cases once a day on its website at www.healthoregon.org/coronavirus. The Oregon 

Health Authority is also releasing the daily situation status report, which is produced jointly with Oregon Office of 

Emergency Management. It details the overall picture of the COVID-19 outbreak within the state and the response across 

government agencies. Read more here about the daily situation status report. 
 

Meet K9 Ozzy – Douglas County Sheriff’s Office’s Newest Patrol K9 

In a recent release from the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office, they announced that a newly certified Patrol K9 Team is on 

duty in Douglas County.  In September 2019, the Sheriff's Office received an anonymous donation from a member of the 

community which allowed for the purchase of a third Patrol K9. After an extensive selection process, the Sheriff's Office 

selected K9 Ozzy, a three-year-old German Shepherd to join the team. K9 Ozzy was paired with Deputy Daniel Barden 

and the two completed their certification and training program as prescribed by the Oregon Police Canine Association. 

The team began patrolling Douglas County on Sunday, June 7, 2020.   K9 Ozzy joins K9 Grim and K9 Zoro in the patrol 

division.  "I am really excited about the opportunity to serve our communities with K9 Ozzy; he is already proving to be a 

great partner," said Deputy Barden. "We look forward to meeting with community members and being a resource in 

Douglas County".   The Sheriff's Office K9 Program is supported by private donations, Friends of Umpqua Valley Police 

K9 Programs and various businesses in the community.  "We are extremely grateful for the support we receive from our 

community, which allows us to have a successful K9 program," Sheriff Hanlin said.  
 

PPE Supply Connector 

Business Oregon has created a PPE Supply Connector that can be used to source PPE. The resource is a collaborative 

project to connect businesses and communities with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) manufacturers and suppliers to 

fight the spread of COVID-19 and keep employees safe. This tool provides a searchable database of businesses they have 

identified that can help provide PPE.  The system also serves to connect businesses up and down the supply chain from 

raw materials, manufacturing needs, packaging, distribution, etc. To access: https://supplyconnector.org/states/oregon/ 
 

Greater Douglas United Way Issues Another Grant from their COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund 

Greater Douglas United Way announced another grant for $5,000 to The FISH of Roseburg from their COVID-19 

Emergency Response Fund.   The FISH’s main focus right now is to continue to provide food security for our community. 

Kim Jasper of FISH said that the funds will be directly used to ensure that each client’s food needs are met, while 

maintaining a safe environment for all.  GDUW’s COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund was established to help our 

local community with urgent needs as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 100% of all funds raised will stay local and 

will go to provide support for our community’s organizations and individuals in need as a result of this pandemic. To date, 

over $60,000 has been raised, and over $35,000 has been given back out to the community. Click here for more details.  
 

Stay Informed with the Accurate Information 

Your Douglas County Board of Commissioners, Douglas County Public Health Officer, Dr. Robert Dannenhoffer and the 

Douglas County COVID-19 Response Team have been working hard to cooperatively provide accurate and timely 

information to Douglas County residents since March 8, 2020.  Local COVID-19 Hotline: If you have questions about 

resources available, call the COVID-19 hotline, staffed by local volunteers at (541) 464-6550 from 8:00 am to 5:00 

pm, 7 days a week.  Stay up to date on COVID-19 in Douglas County on the Douglas County Government website or 

the DPHN website.  Find additional information on state or federal COVID-19 response from the following websites: 

Oregon Health Authority, Centers for Disease Control, and by calling or logging onto 211Info.   
 

Got Questions about the Governor’s Phased Reopening Plans?  If you have questions or need more information about 

the Governor’s Phased Reopening Plans or Sector Specific Guidelines go to https://govstatus.egov.com/reopening-oregon.  

There is also a video presentation about Phase Two available here. Or you may contact the Governor’s Office, the Oregon 

Health Authority (OHA) or the Oregon State Office responsible for regulating your business or agency, or the business or 

venue that you wish to visit. 

### 
 

Contact Tamara Howell, Public Information Officer, Douglas County COVID-19 Response Team, (541) 670-2804 cell/(541) 957-4896 tjhowell@co.douglas.or.us 

Contact Vanessa Becker, Public Information Officer, Douglas Public Health Network, (541) 817-6552 cell /(541 440-3571 vanessa@douglaspublichealthnetwork.org 

http://www.healthoregon.org/coronavirus
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ERD/pages/covid-19-news.aspx
https://www.oregon4biz.com/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__supplyconnector.org_states_oregon_&d=DwMFAg&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=dMKj00kt1LAxgBW64QfRoX6dGrd2vcLC5T4xy8qqBQs&m=K68dRw15Rbec8ku0zZZER49obRBWc38EeyGbs-sksV0&s=SpW4uwMFTYJwe19T-sCjUfowuv7ehw0tKNf0REUiT5Y&e=
http://www.gduway.org/
http://www.co.douglas.or.us/media_room/coronavirus.asp
http://www.douglaspublichealthnetwork.org/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/DISEASESAZ/Pages/emerging-respiratory-infections.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html
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