
The Richard J. Ernest Scholarship Fund

Congratulations to the 2019-2020 award winners

Mikel Frost Chloe Raines

Nicole Scales Jennifer Edwards

Kaitlyn Neely Madelyn Keen

Makenzie Renner Sophia Elizarraras

Autumn Gahagan Alyssa Gahagan



Mikel is the son of Steve Frost from Redding, CA.  Mikel just finished his third year at South Dakota School of Mines and Technology where he is 
studying Mechanical Engineering.  He also was accepted into a summer internship with an engineering company in Redding.  An avid athlete, he 
played collegiate football for South Dakota this past year as well.  Mikel places a high emphasis on faith, education, family, integrity and service 
to others.

Chloe is the daughter Roger and Shelly Raines of Squaw Valley, CA.  She is attending Humboldt State University this year where she will major in 
Forestry.  Chloe’s dream is to work for the National Park Service as a Ranger where she will use her love of nature with her education to serve 
the NPS. 

Nicole is the daughter of Randy and Teresa Scales of Poway, CA.  She will be attending San Diego Christian School and majoring in Elementary 
Education.  She is passionate about getting children excited about learning and teaching them about the love of God, something she discovered 
as an intern for Vacation Bible School.  Nicole looks forward to inspiring and educating future generations. 

Jennifer is the daughter of Tim and Deborah Edwards, who reside in Rancho Cucamonga, CA.  Jennifer has been accepted to Cal Poly Pomona 
where she plans on perusing her Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering.  She wants to use her degree to become an Animatronic Engineer 
for Disney and she wants to be part of the team to create the magic and wonder experienced at Disney theme parks.

Kaitlyn is the daughter of Brian and Cheryl Neely of Merced, CA. Kaitlyn is working towards her Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing while attending 
Simpson University in Redding. Continuing her education was never a question and Kaitlyn wants to use her education to help people. 

Madelyn is the daughter of Phillip and Kasey Keen of Chico, CA.  Madelyn will be attending Butte College before transferring to UC Davis where 
she will focus her education to animal sciences to become a Veterinarian or Vet Tech.  She has a passion for helping animals that developed in 
her many years participating in 4-H. 

Makenzie is the daughter of Brian and Jennifer Renner of Ferndale, CA.  Makenzie will be attending the Dominican University of California where 
she will minor in Spanish and earn her Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing.  From a young age, she has felt drawn towards a career in the medical 
field.  Her goal is to first become a Registered Nurse, then earn both MSN and DNP and specialize in Neonatology and care for newborn babies. 

Sophia is the daughter of Arthur and Lisa Elizarraras of Dripping Springs, TX. Sophia will be attending Kenyon College in Ohio where she will 
apply the same drive to her education as she did to earn admission into the National Honor Society.

Autumn is the daughter of Jeffrey and Rheta Gahagan of Santa Rosa, CA.  Autumn will be attending UC Irvine.  She is a problem solver and is
looking forward to diving deeper into complex mathematical concepts.  She hopes to inspire others to love math as much as she does. 

Alyssa is the daughter of Jeffrey and Rheta from Santa Rosa, CA.  Alyssa is in her fourth year at San Diego State University where she has been 
working towards her degrees in biology and anthropology with minors in chemistry and honors interdisciplinary studies. She is planning on taking
art classes due to a newfound love of the fine arts and to expand her knowledge and be more well-rounded for her bright future.   


