
Do you love books and reading? If so, you are warmly invited to come and join us at 

Book Club this year. All church members and friends are welcome! We meet the fourth 

Monday of each month except for December this year where we meet on the third 

Monday, with the first meeting to be held September 28 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:15. We will 

be meeting as a mixture of both Zoom and in person attendance. You can choose 

whichever form you prefer and can of course change at any time from one to the other. 

We meet in Room 200. You do not have to commit to the whole year of reading; feel free 

to join us for any of the discussions. But once you come, you may find that all this year’s 

selections sound good. Hope to see you there in September. All the reviews below are 

adapted from Amazon Reviews.  

 

BOOK CLUB SELECTIONS for 2026-2027 

 

September 28, 2026   

The Gales of November :The Untold Story of the Edmund Fitzgerald : John Bacon. 

2025. 464p. 

For three decades following World War II, the Great Lakes overtook Europe as the 

epicenter of global economic strength. The region was the beating heart of the world 

economy, possessing all the power and prestige Silicon Valley does today. And no ship 

represented the apex of the American Century better than the 729-foot-long Edmund 

Fitzgerald―the biggest, best, and most profitable ship on the Lakes. 

But on November 10, 1975, as the “storm of the century” threw 100 mile-per-hour winds 

and 50-foot waves on Lake Superior, the Mighty Fitz found itself at the worst possible 

place, at the worst possible time. When she sank, she took all 29 men onboard down with 

her, leaving the tragedy shrouded in mystery for a half century. 
. 
October 26, 2026            

The Bookbinder’s Secret : A. D. Bell. 2026. 391p.  

Lilian ("Lily") Delaney, apprentice to a master bookbinder in Oxford in 1901, chafes at 

the confines of her life. She is trapped between the oppressiveness of her father’s failing 

bookshop and still being an apprentice in a man’s profession. But when she’s given a 

burned book during a visit to a collector, she finds, hidden beneath the binding, a fifty-

year-old letter speaking of love, fortune, and murder. 

Lily is pulled into the mystery of the young lovers, a story of forbidden love, and 

discovers there are more books and more hidden pages telling their story. Lilian becomes 

obsessed with the story but she is not the only one looking for the remaining books and 

what began as a diverting intrigue quickly becomes a very dangerous pursuit. 

 

 



November 23, 2026   

Mythos: Ancient Greek Mythology Book for Adults, Modern Telling of Classical 

Greek Myths Stephen Fry.2019. 352p.  

In Mythos, the ancient stories of the Greek gods are brought thrillingly to life by one of 

the great storytellers of our time. Beloved writer, actor, and comedian Stephen Fry retells 

the legendary myths of ancient Greece with warmth, humor, and extraordinary narrative 

flair, introducing readers to the dazzling world of gods, titans, and heroes. 

Fry’s retellings balance faithful respect for the original myths with a modern voice that 

makes these ancient stories feel immediate, vivid, and irresistibly entertaining. His 

distinctive wit and curiosity illuminate both the humor and the darker complexities of the 

myths, offering fresh insight into stories that have shaped art, literature, and culture for 

thousands of years. 

 

December 21, 2026   

Mink River : Brian Doyle. 2010. 319p.  

In a small fictional town on the Oregon coast there are love affairs and almost-love-

affairs, mystery and hilarity, bears and tears, brawls and boats, a garrulous logger and a 

silent doctor, rain and pain, Irish immigrants and Salish stories, mud and laughter. There's 

a Department of Public Works that gives haircuts and counts insects, a policeman 

addicted to Puccini, a philosophizing crow, beer and berries. An expedition is mounted, a 

crime committed, and there's an unbelievably huge picnic on the football field. Babies are 

born. A car is cut in half with a saw. A river confesses what it's thinking. . . 

It's the tale of a town, written in a distinct and lyrical voice, and readers will close the 

book more than a little sad to leave the village of Neawanaka, on the wet coast of 

Oregon, beneath the hills that used to boast the biggest trees in the history of the world.. 

 

January 25, 2027     

Daughters of the Bamboo Grove : Barbara Demick. 2025. 352p. 

On a warm day in September 2000, a woman named Zanhua gave birth to twin girls in a 

small hut behind her brother’s home in China’s Hunan province. The twins, Fangfang 

and Shuangjie, were welcome additions to her family but also not her first children. 

Living under the shadow of China’s notorious one-child policy, Zanhua and her husband 

decided to leave one twin in the care of relatives, hoping each toddler on their own might 

stay under the radar. But, in 2002, Fangfang was violently snatched away. The family 

worried they would never see her again, but they didn’t imagine she could be sent as far 

as the United States. She might as well have been sent to another world. 

 

 



February 22, 2027   

Land: Maggie O’Farrell. 2026. 400p.  

On a windswept peninsula stretching out into the Atlantic, Tomás and his reluctant son, 

Liam, are working for the great Ordnance Survey project to map the whole of Ireland. 

The year is 1865, and in a country not long since ravaged and emptied by the Great 

Hunger, the task is not an easy one. Tomás, however, is determined that his maps will be 

a record of the disaster. 

The British soldiers in charge are due to arrive any day, expecting the work to be 

completed, but Tomás is unexpectedly sent off course by an unsettling encounter in a 

copse. His life, and the lives of those of his family, will never be the same again. Liam is 

terrified by the sudden change in his taciturn father. What was it that caused such cracks 

to open in Tomás, and how is Liam, aged only ten, going to finish the mapping and get 

them both home? 

 

March 22, 2027   

The Correspondent : Virginia Evans. 2025. 304p.  

Sybil Van Antwerp has throughout her life used letters to make sense of the world and 

her place in it. Most mornings, around half past ten, Sybil sits down to write letters—to 

her brother, to her best friend, to the president of the university who will not allow her to 

audit a class she desperately wants to take, to Joan Didion and Larry McMurtry to tell 

them what she thinks of their latest books, and to one person to whom she writes often 

yet never sends the letter. 

Sybil expects her world to go on as it always has—a mother, grandmother, wife, 

divorcee, distinguished lawyer, she has lived a very full life. But when letters from 

someone in her past force her to examine one of the most painful periods of her life, she 

realizes that the letter she has been writing over the years needs to be read and that she 

cannot move forward until she finds it in her heart to offer forgiveness. 

 

April 26, 2027   

Theo of Golden : Allen Levi. 2025. 400p.  

One spring morning, a stranger named Theo arrives in the small Southern city of Golden. 

He doesn’t explain much about where he came from or why he’s there—but when he 

visits the local coffeehouse, where pencil portraits of the people of Golden hang on the 

walls, he begins purchasing them, one at a time, and giving each portrait to the person 

depicted. In exchange, he asks only for the person’s story. And so portrait by portrait, 

person by person, secrets are revealed, regrets are shared, and ordinary lives are 

profoundly altered. 

A story of giving and receiving, of seeing and being seen, Theo of Golden is an 

unforgettable novel about the power of generosity, the importance of connection, and the 

quiet miracles that happen when we choose kindness and wonder. 

 

 



May 24, 2027    

Whistler : Ann Patchett. 2026. 304p.  

When Daphne Fuller and her husband Jonathan visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 

they notice an older, white-haired gentleman following them. The man turns out to be 

Eddie Triplett, her former stepfather, who had been married to her mother for a little 

more than year when Daphne was nine. Now fifty-three, Daphne hasn’t seen Eddie for 

many years, not since the fateful event that changed the direction of both their lives. 

Meeting again, time falls away; while their relationship was brief, it had a profound 

impact on them both, and now that they are reunited, they have no intention of ever being 

separated again. 

 


