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The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 

www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

32222 West 89th Street 

DeSoto, KS, 66218  

August,  2018  

BIG 

SEASON 

AHEAD 

 The Jayhawks are coming off  last season’s  
appearance in the National College Playoffs.  

This fall they return with almost their entire roster. 
Yet, challenges await as most of  the big matches will 

be on the road. 
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360 VIEW OF THE CLUB 

thru the eyes of one if its  

great young players 

 - See page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

Jayhawks will turn 55 
We will make it “BIG” 

Be here May 4, 2019 

 - See page 5 

$ 
Note to you donors... 

“BIG PICTURE” of finances. 

(Hint: We are doing GREAT!) 

- See page 14 

 

 
 

 

Fall Schedule 
Come to a game! 

- See page 6 
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Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

Expands Board of  Directors 

 

In the August 15 meeting of the KRF, the Board 
unanimously voted to add three more positions: 

• Parent Representative 

• Chairman of Fund Raising 

• Under-Classman Student Representative 

 

Parent Representative was voted filled by ED 
RUSSELL. The Kansas City resident is father of 
RYAN RUSSELL and is himself a former rugby 
player. Ed has already been active in organizing 
parents’ sideline activities at home matches.  

- Parents should expect to be contacted by Ed via 
email either directly or through the student play-
ers. Ed will be at most home matches. 

 

Chairman of Fund Raising was voted filled by 
LOU BLANCO. The Miami, FL resident was a 
Jayhawk college player in the mid 1980’s, which 
included a Tour of Argentina in 1985, where Lou 
was the translator and was given the club’s OSVA 
Award for his valuable services on that tour.  

- Lou will be forming Ad Hoc groups to achieve 
various funding goals. 

 

Under-Classman Student Representative was 
voted filled by SCOTT MERDINGER. Scott is 
profiled in this edition of the newsletter.  - Scott’s 
position will be non-voting and he will apprentice 
under the current Upper-Classman Rep, JACK 
DIENST and eventually replace Dienst after 
Jack’s eventual graduation. The Upper-Classman 
Rep is a voting Board position. 

 

There is more information about the KRF in 
the “Thank You Donors” article at the end of 
this newsletter edition.  (Page 14) 

 

A developing trend on the KRF Board is to have  
designated successors groomed for all Board 
spots, so that Board retirements will  NOT im-
pact the KRF operations. **** 

 

  

Jayhawk Coaches Go to Clinic 
 

Going that “extra mile” to improve the club…In June 
coaches MATT SCHWARTZ, ANDY STEWART, 
and JASON WILLIAMS along with local referee 
ALEX ALFERO traveled to Glendale, CO to a Coach-
ing Clinic. The clinic was hosted by the professional 
team Glendale Raptors.  
 
The Jayhawk contingent was the ONLY non-Colorado 
college group and the ONLY school to send 4 represen-
tatives. 
 
On Friday night they had a dinner with the Glendale 
coaches and a few pro players. On Saturday they had 
mostly classroom presentations, followed by a few in-
structional presentations on field. The topics covered 
were practice training and game tactics. That eve-
ning the attendees had VIP tickets to watch the pro 
game between Glendale and Seattle. 
 
 Glendale quizzed the attendees in advance of the clinic 
to find out what topics were of biggest interest. Matt 
Schwartz said that the Jayhawks are already doing most 
of the items discussed at the clinic, however the presen-
tations helped organize those things in a way that could 
best be absorbed by college players. **** 

Players’ new look in warm up tee 
 

An alumni gift provides players a free shirt when they 
pay their fall dues. The players are then encouraged to 
wear the shirt on campus during the first months of fall 
to advertise the club. The players also wear the shirt 
while they are warming up before a game. - The new 
look was created working with the coaches from the 
standpoint of promoting the club.– Its yellow color 
jumps out on campus where the dominant color of other 
shirts is Jayhawk Blue. The club logo is on the front, but 
the back stresses the word “RUGBY”. The mock jersey 
number shows it’s a sport shirt. (They are all “8”.)  



 

On August 7, the Jayhawks’ college 
captain RYAN RUSSELL was 
invited by USA Rugby to come to 
Glendale, CO to be in a pool of 
the best 83 men’s college rugby 
players in the nation and try out 
for the All American Team. 
 
Being invited to All American Se-
lection Camp was a huge honor for 
Russell and also honors his Jay-
hawk teammates and coaching 
staff that got the Jayhawks into the 
national playoffs and thus helped 
exhibit Russell to a number of high 
level coaches. 
 
After a few days of drills and class-
room work under some of the best 
college coaches in the country, the 
group was divided into 4 teams. 
Russell was selected as starting 
hooker on one squad. The 4 teams 
then played in two matches. 
 
The 83 man pool was then boiled 
down to a 30 man squad and un-
fortunately Russell was not on the 
list. The National Champion, Life 
University placed 10 members on 
the  30 man roster, including its 
entire front row which included 
transferred 2015 Jayhawk captain 
MATT HARMON at prop. 
 
Russell was the subject of Old Boy 
Quarterly feature articles since his 
freshman year when he was an ob-
vious stand out. Russell was also 
the first Jayhawk player to enter 
the Study Abroad Program, 
where he studied and played at the 
University of Newcastle, Australia 
and appeared in four 1st side 
matches.   

There have been 6 KJRFC All 
Americans: 
 
• Pete Knudsen 1985 wing 
• Paul King 1987 flyhalf & 1988 
fullback 
• Tony Rio 1988 -1992 flanker 
• Phil Olson 1993 scrumhalf 
• Colin Gotham 1993 flanker 
• Joel Foster 1993 #8 
 
Here are some comments from 
some of them to Ryan Russell. 
 
“Ryan congratulations on your selec-
tion to the All-American Camp as it is 
quite an honor . Good Luck and play 
hard as work rate makes a difference 
between a yes and a maybe”! - Tony 
Rio 

 

“Congratulations, Ryan.  Good luck 
on the selection process.  As a mem-
ber of the pack, you should support 
all your teammates, but remember this  

 

inspirational quote: “Rugby backs can 
be identified because they generally 
have clean jerseys and identifiable 
partings in their hair… come the 
revolution the backs will be the first 
to be lined up against the wall and 
shot for living parasitically off the 
work of others.” - Colin Gotham 

 

“The (All American) games were fun 
but I don't think any of us played 
rugby for the accolades. The great 
thing about rugby is you're only as 
good as the teammates who support 
you. We were very lucky at KU to 
have a club side to play and practice 
with. I owe any success I had to my 
teammates and coaches. It was a won-
derful time in my life that I will always 
cherish.”  - Paul King 

 

“KU Rugby was a great experience 
and truly shaped the rest of my life. 
Being an All American is a great 
honor, but the reality is Rugby is a 
team sport. A lot of people have to do 
their job before a winger ever sees the 
ball. Just because you set the ball 
down in the try zone doesn’t mean 
you are the star. I played with a great 
group of guys that would not let you 
forget that.”  - Pete Knudsen  

Ryan Russell 
 Invited to All American Camp 
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Save the Date 

Weekend of May 4, 2019 
 

The rugby club’s  The rugby club’s  The rugby club’s  The rugby club’s      

55 Anniversary will be 55 Anniversary will be 55 Anniversary will be 55 Anniversary will be 
celebrated over that celebrated over that celebrated over that celebrated over that 
Alumni Weekend.Alumni Weekend.Alumni Weekend.Alumni Weekend.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will make it a “big deal” like the 50th! 
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Fall Schedule 
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Come to a game with your friends.  

The Jayhawks want YOU on 
their sidelines! 

 

The long awaited K-10/South Lawrence Freeway now delivers 

you less than 3 miles from the gate of  Westwick. 
 

This reduces the drive from Kansas City because you no 
longer have to drive through Lawrence.  

 

All you do is stay on K-10 and exit at US-59, go south and then 
west. 
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 Bart Dean - Helping Players with Studies 
 The Rugby Club’s Faculty Advisor 
 bdean@ku.edu 
Job #1 while going to KU is getting good grades to 

prepare for a successful career. Participating on the 
Jayhawks’ rugby club is an ENHANCEMENT in 
achieving that goal. 
 
 Meet Bart (Bartholomew) Dean, the rugby club’s 
(not so) SECRET WEAPON. We had a recent 
lunch at Johnny’s Tavern to talk about some ways that 
the team members can leverage the rugby club’s re-
sources to excel in college.  
 
 Bart noted that there are an incredible number of 
academic, professional, health and well-being re-
sources available at KU, but that students need to 
know about them and ACTIVELY seek out and make 
use of such services. As our KU Faculty Advisor, Bart 
is the player’s “advocate” and will point them to 
places where they can get valuable help. – Bart is 
somebody that can “make it happen” for a KU 
rugby player. 
 
 Start of Semester – Players are encouraged to 
make an appointment with Bart Dean 
(bdean@ku.edu, 639 Fraser Hall, Dept. of Anthro-
pology) in the first month of the school year to 
make a personal introduction and chat about the 
player’s academic plans. The player can talk about 
whatever challenges or questions they may have. 
Bart will see what he can do to help, using the uni-
versity’s web of resources. 
 
Mid Semester – Players can come back to discuss 
how their semester is going. If a student is strug-
gling, Bart can then see what he can do to re-direct 
the student. – It’s important for Bart to be in-
cluded in the student’s semester from the start, so 
pitfalls can be avoided BEFORE they happen. – 
If the player voluntarily elects, he can allow Bart 
to have access to the player’s grades and help 
monitor the player’s progress and step in when he 
needs help. 
 

High Achievers – The above game plan is not just to 
help students avoid struggling with keeping good 
grades; Bart is involved with KU’s Honors Program 
and therefore advises some of the brightest students. 
He noted his work in 2014 with JACOB ORBURN 
a KJRFC player who was then graduating. Bart was 
able to assist Ornburn in his entrance into grad school 
at the University of Arizona. 
 
 “OXBRIDGE” (a word for a concept that is a 
merge of the words “Oxford” & “Cambridge” em-
phasizing a particularly pedagogical style). The Rugby 
team will be exploring how to implement such a sys-
tem for our players. Ideally, a student can see a pro-
fessor in their major and discuss a “special project for 
credit”. They call that an “Oxbridge” tutorial. The 
student comes up with what may be a worthy study 
idea and sees if that project’s completion could result 
in some hours of credit. The scope of the study and 
what is required to fulfill the project and amount of 
credit hours are all up for discussion. – Bart has the 
creative idea that perhaps going on a RUGBY 
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TOUR may be worth some credit hours, if a profes-
sor will accept a paper after the tour’s completion. 
Some possible paper topics may be as follows: 
 
Architecture – Observations of the utility of various 
rugby club facilities. 
 
Anthropology – How a rugby club functions within a 
town’s socio-economic & political network. 
 
Economics/Business – Impact of a rugby club in 
the network of towns as both a source of revenue and 
for business interaction. 
 
The point of such “special projects” is to come up 
with a feature of a rugby tour that would be fairly easy 
for the tourist to observe and then be able to use in a 
composition on their return to school. – Bart would 
be willing to discuss such ideas with the player 
and help facilitate the credit negotiations within 
KU. - Beyond rugby tours, perhaps some feature of 
SERVING AS A CLUB OFFICER could be the 
source of material for an “Oxbridge”. Bart noted that 
the experience of serving in a rugby club management 
position can be an impressive feat and is an excellent 
learning experience.  
 
 Parents’ Weekend 
Bart would like to participate in any “parents’ week-
end” the club would plan, to talk with parents about 
some of the resources he could bring to assist the 
players. 
 
 About Bart (Bartholomew) Dean 
He was born in December, 1963 in London, England 
to English parents who immigrated to Vancouver, 
Canada when Bart was a toddler. He then moved to 
Montana with his family, where his psychiatrist dad 
became the director of the State mental hospital. 
While spending summers in England, Bart grew-up in 
a number of regions of the USA: Missouri, Wisconsin, 
South Carolina, and Massachusetts. Since his parents 
were naturalized as USA citizens while Bart was under 
16, he has “dual citizenship” with the UK, where he 
has always been a British Citizen. (He is proud of his 
link to England; the nation that invented the sport of 
rugby.) 
 
 He got his undergrad degree in Anthropology & His-
tory (in just 3 years) from Washington University in 

St. Louis in 1985. He then obtained his MPhil in Po-
litical Anthropology of Latin America from Oxford 
University in 1987. He conducted ethnographic study 
of the inner-city poor of Lima, Peru. During those 
years, Peru was involved in a war with Maoist 
“Shining Path” guerrillas in the countryside and later, 
the outbreak of civil war came into the cities. These 
violent events led to the breakdown of the social or-
der in Peru. Dean’s involvement with local soccer 
sports clubs ended up being one of the keys to his 
safety. He said “some very bad people looked after me, 
because I was accepted as part of the soccer commu-
nity”. He earned a PhD in Social Anthropology from 
Harvard in 1995, dedicating a decade of his life to the 
study of the Urarina of the Peruvian Amazon. Subse-
quent postdoctoral studies at the University of Lon-
don were undertaken as the Royal Anthropological 
Institute’s Fellow in Urgent Anthropology. He contin-
ues to have an active research and teaching program 
dedicated to biocultural approaches to the study of 
Amazonia, as well as human rights advocacy work. 
 
 He has been a KU professor since 1995. Bart has 
been the rugby club’s Faculty Advisor since 2014. Al-
though rugby has been an important part of his famil-
ial heritage—having relatives attend Rugby School, 
Bart was not an accomplished athlete as a youth (“I 
was a klutz; but popular”), never mastering USA or 
English football and “preferred punting on the Cher-
well in Oxford than rowing for the Head of the 

Charles Regatta”), Bart has noted throughout 
his academic career that participating in 
team sports has a very positive impact on 
people’s life outcomes for a number of  so-
cial-cultural and personal reasons. Bart re-
mains enthused and excited to be part of this great 
rugby club. **** 
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ANNUAL BANQUET RECAP 
• Many thanks to those who attended and helped out with this year's banquet. It was a great 

time for all, and there has been a lot of good feedback from players and alumni alike.  

• Special thanks to Tim Fredrickson for organizing and planning the whole thing, without you 
this banquet would never have happened. If you see him and haven't already done so, thank 
him for a job well-done! 

• Congratulations to all our awards winners this year! 

ο Kernow Cup: Ryan Russell 

ο Magnificent Masochist:  Scott Merdinger 

ο Persistent Perspirer: Neil "Pops" McCarthy 

ο Social Player of the Year: Josh Shipman 

ο Rookie of the Year: Scott Merdinger 

ο Most Improved:  Ian O'Laughlin 

ο Alumni of the Year: Kansas Rugby Foundation 

Also a big congratulations to the newest members of the Red Jacket Society! You gents are 

the reason this club is the way it is! Well-deserved! 

NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD AND COMMITTEES 
• Congratulations to our new executive board members for the 2018-2019 season! 

ο Head Coach: Matt Schwartz 

ο Club President: Andy Stewart 

ο Club CEO: Doug McCauley 

ο Club Captain: Josh Shipman 

ο Club Treasurer: Dave Hamil 

ο Club Social Chair: Tim Fredrickson 

ο College Captain: Ryan Russell 

ο College President: Ryan Harriman 

ο Vice President: Scott Merdinger 

ο College Treasurer: Isaac Schmidt 

ο Business Secretary: Alexander Blackburn 

ο College Social Chair: Ian O' Laughlin 

ο Match Secretary: Neil McCarthy 

ο Field Secretary: Clayton Ginther 

ο Equipment Manager: Blake Mitton 

ο Fundraising/Philanthropy Chair: Jon Lofthouse 

ο Committees will be started to support all club executive actions in the coming year, including 
field duty, public relations, social, finance, schedule, apparel, and fundraising. These commit-
tees will have sign-ups announced at some point between now and August. If you are not on 
the executive board you are highly encouraged to join a committee, so please be on the 
lookout for sign-ups. **** 

 

Honors & Officers 
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About Scott Merdinger 
The 5’11” 190 lbs. sophomore out-
side center is a Finance Major. 
After concluding his freshman 
year, the Jayhawks voted him both 
“Rookie of the Year” and 
“Magnificent Masochist” (club’s 
fittest player). 
 
 Scott is the son of STEVE 
MERDINGER (featured in Old 
Boy Quarterly, October 2013 edi-
tion, pages 8-10). Behind the 
scene, his dad is a huge builder of 
the KJRFC rugby program. 
 
 Scott will rotate onto the Board of 
Directors of the club’s charity, the 
Kansas Rugby Foundation 
(KRF) as one of two student rep-
resentatives. As an underclassman, 
he will apprentice under upper-
classman, JACK DIENST. Going 
forward, the KRF BoD will have 
an upperclassmen that will mentor 
a lowerclassman; so Scott will 
eventually move to that mentoring 
position to help someone younger 
after Jack graduates. 
 

 Getting into Rugby with 
the KJRFC 
“I’m from Glenview, IL (Chicago). 
Dad didn’t push me to rugby or 
KU. I was a competitive league 
baseball player all my childhood. 
He never actually told me he 

wanted me to go to KU, but I 
knew he secretly wanted it.  
 
 My dad took me to at least one 
KU Basketball game a year since I 
was 8 years old. When we came to 
Lawrence to visit, we would stay at 
RICK RENFRO’s house where 
Rick and his wife NANCY 
RENFRO would show me 
around town and introduce me to 
everyone. 
 
 I knew I wanted to go to KU and 
play rugby, so I quit baseball and 
started playing rugby as a senior in 
HS. My HS didn’t have a rugby 
team, so I played for New Trier 
HS. When I started to play, my dad 
volunteered as a coach and joined 
another Jayhawk Old Boy PHIL 
OLSON. - Both are still coach-
ing at that HS team. Both are 
encouraging HS players to go to 
KU and play rugby. 
 
 Three days after I graduated from 
HS, I flew to LAX to meet up with 
a friend of my dad, Jayhawk Old 
Boy and KRF BoD member BOB 
TUCKER and together we flew to 
join the Jayhawk’s 2017 New 
Zealand Tour. (This puts me in a 
position to potentially travel on 
three International Jayhawk Rugby 
Tours while going to KU.) - Going 
on that tour was awesome. I didn’t 

know anyone before I went on 
that summer tour, but when I 
started school in the fall, I knew 30 
guys really well. 
 

 National Playoffs 
The past year was overall very suc-
cessful. Going into the year, the 
goal was to make the National 
Playoffs. We accomplished that 
goal. Our goal for the coming year 
is to get into the National Playoffs 

and advance. We have a terrific 
foundation. We are returning virtu-
ally our entire roster of players. We 
had great commitment from those 
players last year. We want to repeat 
that commitment this year. The 
team chemistry is good. We are all 
really good friends, so getting that 
commitment shouldn’t be an issue. 
 
 Last year was a great experi-
ence of playing in “big-time 
games”. We should able to 
build on that this coming year. 
 
  

 Fitness Wins Games 
We lost a couple of games where 
we were far ahead in the first half 
and let the game get away in the 
second half. That was probably 
due to fitness. When you are tired, 
you quit making good tackles, you 
get sloppy with the ball, and get 
caught out of position. In the last 

 Insider’s View    
 Scott Merdinger 
 “Rookie of  the Year” and “Magnificent Masochist” 



 

10 minutes of a match, it’s obvi-
ous which players on the pitch 
have committed to fitness training 
outside of practice. We weren’t all 
as fit as we should be. That is 
something that really bugs me, 
because it’s something each of us 
has total control over. - We are 
going to focus on improving our 
team-wide fitness. 
 
 We now have a strength and 
conditioning coach and have 
rented out the Rec Facilities to lift 
weights and train. However the 
guys still have to make the effort 
and show up. We will start holding 
players accountable for their train-
ing. Now that we are getting deep 
roster numbers, the players who 
train will end up pushing the other 
players to train, too. The compe-

tition for all the positions will 
get sharper. Everyone on the 
team will end up getting better. 
 

 New Players 
We have a talented freshman class 
coming this fall. That will add to 
the roster competition. I under-
stand we will get some excellent 
players from St. Thomas Aqui-
nas HS in Kansas City. That 
school has a deep team and has 
won the Kansas HS Champion-
ship in most recent years and also 
gets into the National HS Playoffs. 
- JACK DIENST has a couple of 
players coming from his Minne-
sota HS coming to KU.  
 
 Many Chicago area students come 
to Kansas because KU tuition is 
only 50% of in-state tuition at 

the University of Illinois. The 
financial difference can be even 
bigger with good GPA and ACT 
scores that can get you a KU 
scholarship. The KU Basketball 
Team brings a favorable image of 
KU, too. 
 
 I’m not aware of any Study 
Abroad players coming, although 
they may be coming and we don’t 
know about them. I’d love to have 
a “first 15” player come, like we 
had with BARCLEY WEST in 
2017. I was with him on the 2017 
NZ Tour where he was the Jay-
hawk’s Tour Captain. - He was 
awesome.  I wish I could have 
played with him longer. 
 
  
 

Scott Merdinger is presented his game jersey by 1973 KJRFC star Ian Henry, who came from Great 
Britain for the Alumni Weekend. 
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Page 13  To the Old Boy Alumni 

The team and I really 
appreciate all that the 
alumni do to make the 
club better. - I want to 
make sure that gets in 
the article. - We will work to 

do our part to deliver on the field 
and someday we will be in that 
same alumni position and pay this 
all back to the club then. 
 
 This coming year we will have big 
games on the road. We will play 
away game in our league against K-
State, Iowa State, and Missouri. 
We would love to have alumni 
help rent a bus so we can travel 
as a group to Iowa State and 
Missouri. Those will be tough 
matches. On a bus, we would not 
have to worry about everyone 
showing up safe and on time. We 
could all sit back to visualize the 
game. It would be a big playing 
advantage for the Jayhawks. 
 

 If  you want to provide Ca-
reer Help for Scott 
Merdinger… 
This summer, I am running a Jun-
ior Golf Tournaments in the Chi-
cago area. It has nothing to do 
with my major, but it’s good for 
“people skil ls” and struc-
ture/organization.  
 
 Next summer I’d love to have an 
internship in something directly 
linked to my Finance Major. It 
could be in any of a wide spectrum 
of places. (M&A, investment bank-
ing, etc.)  It was tough to get an 
internship this summer considering 
I’ll be a sophomore in the fall. 
Marketing, Finance, and Business 
Administration all interest me.” 
**** 

Photo Series On Left: 

 

10-28-17 Jayhawks 56-17 Win 
at Nebraska in Merit Table 
Match 

 

Corn Huskers kicked the 
ball deep to the Jayhawks’ 
22 meter line. The Jayhawks 
fielded the punt and passed 
it long to Scott Merdinger 
on the right side of the field. 

 

He sprinted up the right 
side line.  

 

At mid-field, he swerved 
against the defensive grain 
to the middle of the field, 
losing the Husker’s full-
back. 

 

Once clear of the fullback, 
he checked the pursuit to 
his right and confirmed he 
was then free to run for a 
score between the posts. 



 

This year’s fund drive from alumni 
and friends is expected to raise 
$30,000 for the Kansas Rugby 
Foundation, Inc. (“KRF”).   

 

We will provide a complete rec-
ognition of 2018 donor gifts in 
the 2019 Spring Pre-Season 
Newsletter. 

 

 We truly appreciate your 
financial support of  this 
great rugby club!!! 

 

 BIG PICTURE 

KRF is projected to take in $30,000 
in financial aid from donors and 
the university also pays $7,500 to 
pay for the rugby club’s rental of 
the Westwick facilities - That totals 
$37,500 that KRF uses to maintain 
the Westwick facilities. 

 

 The Kansas Rugby Football 
Club has its own budget. The 
KRF supports the club by remov-
ing the cost of the Westwick facili-
ties from the club’s overhead.    

 

Before your help, this financial bur-
den was on a few individuals and 
distracted funds that otherwise 
could go to the club’s direct opera-
tions. 

 

 The Westwick facility is a huge 
benefit to the club in recruiting, 
operations, and revenue. It is an 
exclusive venue for the rugby club’s 
use, which means its regulation 

pitches are lined exclusively for 
rugby. There is no competition for 
its use from other organizations, 
and the natural grass field remains 
available to the club, even if the 
weather is wet. – Best of all, the 
facility is gated, where spectators 
must come on the property to 
watch a game, so there can be a 
charge for attendance. That “gate 
revenue” now goes directly to the 
club. – There is no other rugby 
club in the region that enjoys 
this mix. 

 

 The club now collects enough 
from gate revenue, club member 
fund raising, and dues to pay for 
a trainer and coach. It also can 
put sufficient funds into a “show 
me the money” university ex-
pense account that gets match-
ing funds from the university. 
The club then gets exclusive access 
to those deposited and matching 
funds. (That money multiplier is 
very attractive and is one reason 
why being selected “KU Recrea-
tions Services Sports Club of the 
Year” was such an important 
honor.) 

 

 To be totally transparent on the 
use of funds, we present the KRF 
budget for the coming 12-month 
rugby season. (See the next 
pages.)  

 

 It is presented with a July 1 fiscal 
year start point, which coincides 
with the Fall/Spring cycle of the 
university. 

Some of the anticipated project 
expenses for the coming fiscal year 
have actually been accomplished 
for less than was originally esti-
mated in the budget. 

 

 For instance; the wooden barn 
needed demolition after suffering a 
lightning strike and fire a year ago. 
Its derelict remains have been a 
“dangerous building”.  We esti-
mated it would cost $5,000 to hire a 
demolition contractor, but found a 
demolition & salvage firm that de-
molished and hauled away the de-
bris in exchange for salvaging the 
old barn’s wood  - The barn is 
now completely gone.  - We are 
in the process of grading its foot-
print and making that space for 
additional parking to accommodate 
the larger rugby events that the 
club is now attracting. 

 

 For the past two years, we have 
rented the Westwick facilities to a 
soccer organization during our off-
days and they paid approximately 
$10,000 a year. They have NOT 
renewed the rental as of this writ-
ing. - The rental income was wel-
come at a time when we did not yet 
have the current degree of alumni 
support. However, the constant 
facility use coupled with the harsh 
cycle of weather over the past year 
has been hard on the condition of 
the turf. We look forward to reno-
vating the turf and have a plan un-
derway.  
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 Part of the upkeep of the pitch is 
to repair and upgrade the under-
ground sprinkler system. We also 
greatly improved our storage build-
ing so we can secure our supplies 
and equipment. 

 

 We also improved the overall “fan 
experience”. These improvements 
include:  

• Clean, “Women Only” rest-
room. (To attract more women 
attendance, including player’s 
moms) 

• Building a concessions area 
that sells food and soft drinks.  

• Sheltering the bleacher berm 
with sun covers. 

 You should make a point to 
come to a rugby match. We wel-
come “tailgating”. 

 

 The short term goal of the KRF 
was to address the needs of the 
playing facilities at Westwick. 
Thanks to your help; we have 
achieved the short term goal. 

 

 NEXT PHASE 

As the funding base (hopefully) 
increases and the facility upgrade 
projects get completed so we get a 
less costly annual maintenance out-
lay, the KRF will work to expand 
their budget items to support the 
club’s operations at a higher level.  

- Those financial needs will largely 
be dictated by the KJRFC manage-
ment and budget. - It should be 
noted that KRF does NOT run the 
KJRFC. The KRF raises funds, 
manages the Westwick facility, and 
supports KJRFC. 

 

 The KRF is also available to han-
dle alumni earmark donations for 
special needs of the KJRFC that 
are beyond the scope of the cur-
rent budget. Such as defraying the 
cost of a charter bus to a distant 
game. **** 
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Support your rugby club! 
 

Put it on your credit card. 

 

Go to www.jayhawkrugby.com 

Hit “Donate”. 

It’s a PayPal link directly to our charity account. 


