
 

K ansas  Jayhawks Rugby Footbal l  Club 

 
The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 56 YEAR history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 

OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  
 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 

www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

P.O. Box 1182 
Lawrence, KS  66044 

February,  2020  
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and the Jayhawks enter their…. and the Jayhawks enter their…. and the Jayhawks enter their…. and the Jayhawks enter their….     

3rd Consecutive National Playoffs 



 

WHAT’S GOING ON 
 

This spring will feature the Jayhawks 3rd consecutive 
appearance in the National Playoffs in College Divi-
sion 1AA. The past 2 years, we have gone as an “At 
Large” team. This year we are going as both the 
Heart of American champion and hopefully as an 
undefeated college team. The Eastern Quarterfinal 
and Semifinal round will be the weekend of April 18 
at a location yet to be announced by USA Rugby. 
The Finals will be at another location on May 2, 
where the Eastern winner plays the Western winner. 
 

See the excellent “Coaches’ Comments”. We have 
several “festival events” at Westwick this Spring that 
would be a fun time for visiting alumni. 
 

In financial news, the club is doing very well on get-
ting support from Parents, Friends, Sponsors and 
Alumni (thank you).  You can see that this support is 
paying off. We do a “deep dive” on the 2019 money 
details in this edition. 
 

Westwick will get facility enhancements this year 
that include improved toilet facilities. At some point 
we will build a club house and these 2020 improve-
ments will remain in use, or get re-purposed. None 
of these items will go to waste. 
 

We have a rough outline of the Alumni Weekend 
plans. Save the date. Come back to see your friends. 
Meet this great team. 

 

Alumni WeekendAlumni WeekendAlumni WeekendAlumni Weekend    
May 2 - Save the date 

 - See page 9 
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How we did in 2019 

 - See pages 6 - 8 
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 - See Pages 10 & 11 

Spring ScheduleSpring ScheduleSpring ScheduleSpring Schedule    
Plan to come to a game 

 - See Page  3 

Season Ahead 
Coaches’ Comments  

- See Page 4 & 5 

COVER PHOTO - Ian O’Laughlin  
In the December 2017 Newsletter we had an article about 
why our young, GREAT PROPS were a key to winning. 
 

Ian O’Laughlin will graduate in May & Clayton Ginther 
(red hat) is a junior. The club’s playoff success has been 
driven by both players’ maturity in this key position.   
 

This past fall, O’Laughlin scored as many tries as any of 
the club’s backs. The 265 lbs Wichita area native is a 
leader on and off field. As a Jayhawk, he has played in 3 
National Playoffs and toured New Zealand, Wales, and 
Scotland.  
 

After graduating in May, Ian plans on living & playing in 
Wales for a year and then seeking a career in the distillery or 
brewery industries as a chemical engineer. 

 A game and a life like no other 
        By Bob Tucker  

- See Pages 12 & 13 



 

2020 Spring Schedule2020 Spring Schedule2020 Spring Schedule2020 Spring Schedule    

            

Check the club’s Facebook page for match times, posted week of match.Check the club’s Facebook page for match times, posted week of match.Check the club’s Facebook page for match times, posted week of match.Check the club’s Facebook page for match times, posted week of match.    

        “Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Club”“Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Club”“Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Club”“Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Club”    

    

        The Jayhawks’ home pitch is at the Westwick Rugby Complex. The Jayhawks’ home pitch is at the Westwick Rugby Complex. The Jayhawks’ home pitch is at the Westwick Rugby Complex. The Jayhawks’ home pitch is at the Westwick Rugby Complex.     

    Find it on Google Maps.Find it on Google Maps.Find it on Google Maps.Find it on Google Maps.    

    Located on SW side of Lawrence.Located on SW side of Lawrence.Located on SW side of Lawrence.Located on SW side of Lawrence.    

    On Iowa Street, go 1 mile south of KOn Iowa Street, go 1 mile south of KOn Iowa Street, go 1 mile south of KOn Iowa Street, go 1 mile south of K----10 and then 2 miles west on 458.10 and then 2 miles west on 458.10 and then 2 miles west on 458.10 and then 2 miles west on 458.    



 

Season Ahead 
Coaches’ Comments  

Alumni,  
 
Thanks for all of your support 
throughout the 2019 season! It 
makes a huge difference. We are 
not a real rugby club without all of 
you. 
 
 Here we go again! The entire club 
is excited and ready to be back on 
the field training for the 2020 
Spring Season. We have retained 
our core group of players from last 
season (with the exception of sen-
ior Ramsey Carter, who was of-
fered an internship and moved to 
Michigan. Congrats Ramsey!) and 
have already had some new arrivals 
surface since the first training. The 
boys showed up from winter break 
fit and have been putting in mas-
sive efforts the sessions so far.   
 
 We had two meetings as a team; 
after the season ended in Fall of 
2019 and before this Spring Season. 
We used these meetings to set goals 
and expectations. At 5-0 and with 
two merit tables matches to go this 
spring (UNL and TSU), we are 
very close to meeting our goals 
of winning the Heart of America 
Conference and qualifying for 
nationals.  
 
 The players also used the Fall Sea-
son-ending meeting as a chance to 
give anonymous feedback based 
around the dynamics of the rugby 
club; specifically the players and the 
coaches. The information gathered 
from that meeting was a combina-

tion of “what we were doing well as 
a team”, “what we could be doing 
better”, and “what was not working 
at all”. We learned a lot from that 
meeting and look forward to using 
that feedback for the upcoming 
season. 
 
 Unfortunately we do not have a lot 
of home matches this Spring Sea-

son, but we will be hosting some 
big weekends none the less. March 
28 we host the first of three 
HOA Collegiate 7's tourneys of 
the season with all 8 conference 
teams competing. KJRFC will also 
be playing the Columbia Outlaws 
in a 15's match at home that day as 
well.   
 

Jayhawk Coaches (L-R) 

Matt Schwartz, Jason Williams, and Andy Stewart 



 

 The Jayhawks will also be 
showing off our Westwick facil-
ity and overall rugby organiza-
tion to a number of GREAT 
high schools teams. These 
teams are full of very talented 
players who will be making their 
decisions on where they will 

want to go to college. These 
would be fun games for you 
alumni to attend. We would 
love a full sideline of  Jay-
hawk fans. 
 
 The weekend of April 4th we will 
be hosting 4 high school teams 
(Blue Valley, Jr. Blues, St. Tho-
mas Aquinas, and New Trier (a 
Chicago team coached by Jay-
hawk Alums Steve Merdinger 
and Phil Olson). KJRFC will also 
be playing against KC Blues’ sec-
ond side.  
 
 Of course we will be playing at 
home for ALUMNI WEEKEND 
on May 2nd, and then we will be 
hosting the Kansas High School 
Championship the following 
weekend on May 9th.  
 

 These multi-game events 
at Westwick are “festivals” 
and you should plan on at-
tending. 
 
 Stay tuned for information about 
the National 15's Playoffs which 
will be on the weekend of April 
18th. 
 
 Looking forward to seeing you at 
Westwick or on the road at one our 
matches this season. **** 
 
Rock Chalk Jayhawk! 
 

Matt Schwartz 
 
  

 We need to be the smartest 
team in the contest. We have the 
ability to work on our size, 
strength, speed and skills, but many 
teams don’t focus on the pattern 
of the game and how to take ad-
vantage of opportunities as they 
present.  
 
 We spend time in film review to 
highlight “game changing” mo-
ments - how the players can affect 
the game both in defense and at-
tack.  
 
 Many spectators have noted how 
we kick the ball in general play 
more than our opponents and of-
ten you will hear us calling the team 
to “structure” and “systems” - this 
is our game plan. It is based on 

keeping the opposition in their 
danger zones and then making the 
game changing moment to get pos-
session back (this could be through 
a turnover in the ruck or tackle or 
creating a mistake).  
 
 From there we can launch our at-
tacking arsenal, in which we have 
high levels of confidence, into a 
higher percentage area of the field. 
It has reaped great results as we 
have been able to exert enormous 
amounts of pressure on our oppo-
sitions by pinning them in their 
own half for the majority of the 
game. **** 
 
Cheers 
 

Andy Stewart 

EXEMPLARY COACHING 

3 replacement players came in from the bench in the 2nd 
half  of  the Missouri game. Here they flawlessly execute a 
jump at the back of  the lineout to keep control of  the 
game.  - The depth of  talent on the Jayhawks’ bench is 
one of  the keys to this team’s success. 

Creating Creating Creating Creating “Rugby IQ”“Rugby IQ”“Rugby IQ”“Rugby IQ”    



 

MoneyMoneyMoneyMoney 
How we did in 2019 

2019 
 $66,660 Total Donated + Lots of Airlines Miles 

 62 Donors 

2018 (prior year) 
 $55,420* Total Donated 

  56 Donors 

  (* Last year’s 2019 Newsletter showed 2018 at $41,000 in error) 

The Jayhawks’ 501(c)3 charity the Kansas Rugby 
Foundation, Inc. had another year of donation 
growth over the prior year. The results and some back-
ground data are provided above. 

 

The KRF directly pays for Westwick operation and 
supplements the overhead of the rugby club.  

 

For Westwick, the KRF pays for routine expenses 
such as mowing, taxes, and insurance. It has also com-
pleted a full year turf renovation of both pitches. A 
year ago, Westwick’s “Conditional Use Permit” with 
the county was appealed and updated to allow for con-
struction of capital improvements in phases. (This was 
described in detail in the February 2019 newsletter.) So 
construction is underway on the first phase of im-
provements consisting of concrete walkways and a pad 

for the porta-potties, which will be in a new location. 
These features will be retained or re-purposed in the 
future when a clubhouse is finally built, so nothing will 
go to waste. KRF also bought an aerator to manage 
the turf. 

 

For the Rugby Club, the KRF and Club split the 
coach’s pay. KRF helped with travel (last spring’s play-
off airline tickets, hotel rooms, and meals). We have 2 
scholarship players from United Kingdom. A bus was 
chartered to the Iowa game. KRF bought club tee 
shirts for the players to wear on campus and when 
they warm up prior to a game. KRF built a portable 
advertising kiosk for recruiting events. KRF helped 
subsidize the expense of touring Wales & Scotland last 
spring. KRF also provides funds to the club’s own 
general fund to help them cover their direct expenses 
that exceed their dues and fund-raising activities. 

 

PayPal link on club website. Several years ago, we 
made giving easier by putting a PayPal link on the 
club’s website (JayhawkRugby.com) which makes a 
direct connection between the donor’s credit card gift 
and the KRF account. This simple step has greatly im-
proved our donation income. Gifts can be singular or 
regular monthly gifts can be arranged. Gifts can be ear-
marked, if the donor so desires. 

 

“Crowd Funding” activity has generated funding for 
special projects that the club identifies on the club 
Facebook page. In 2019 we asked for donations to 
charter a bus to Iowa and to purchase an aerator. Both 
Facebook ads attracted a quick response from Alumni, 
Parents, Friends, and Sponsors.  THANK YOU!!!**** 

2019 (Breakdown) 

 Who gave: 

  18 “Cowboys” =    $47,640 

  44 Non-Cowboys =   $19,020 

     $66,660 

Donation Instructions: 

  For General Fund =   $32,050 

  For Special Earmark =  $34,610 

     $66,660 

Rough Grouping of Application: 

  On Westwick Operations =  $32,850 

  On Capital Fund =    $13,500 

  On Player Development =  $20,310 

     $66,660 



 

 

2020 Golf Cowboys Invade Austin, TX2020 Golf Cowboys Invade Austin, TX2020 Golf Cowboys Invade Austin, TX2020 Golf Cowboys Invade Austin, TX    

"The annual KJRFC "Bucks vs. 
Baby Bucks" Golf Rodeo took 
place this year in the hill country of 
Austin, Texas during the weekend 
of January 24-26, 2020.   
 

This year's 2-day competition was 
our largest turnout with 34 alumni, 
ranging in players from the 1970's, 
to guys who played in recent 
years.  The Baby Buck* team, was 
captained by former scrumhalf 
Mike "Spike" Hammond, and 
the Bucks* by old back line terror 
Bill "Hillbilly" Boyle. Both were 
exciting players on the pitch, and 2 
of the best golfers of the current 
field.   
 

On Friday, longtime second row 
and super alum Paul Diedrich 
scored the first Hole in One of 
this tournament and of his 30 
year golfing career.  (I think Paul 
may have had the largest bar tab of 
his life that night!) It was another 

very close compe-
tition, and the 
Bucks came away 
with the victory, 
the hardware, and 
a newly introduced 
c h am p i o n s h i p 
belt.   
 

Event organizer, 
Louie Riederer 
hosted a presenta-
tion, where leaders 
from KJRFC and 
KRF provided overviews on the 
team and of the next steps with the 
facility.  At the meeting, another 
$30k+ commitment for the 2020 
year, was generated by the Cow-
boy "Fund Raising" Challenge.   
 
Many thanks to Louie for driving 
the Cowboy Challenge and for 
putting on the Golf Rodeo. 
 
 

The event reunites old team-
mates and great friends, and 
many laughs and memories are 
shared.  It is open to all alumni 
and we anticipate more partici-
pation each year - location to be 
determined..." 
 
 Thanks, Lou Blanco 

* “The Cowboys” are club alumni 
who have gone on an annual golf 
weekend to various places for dec-
ades. They mostly played between 
1976 - 1990. “Bucks” are the older 
of the group. “Baby Bucks” are 
younger. 



 

Paul Diedrich’s Hole In One 

Leads to KRF Donation 

Gentlemen,  

 
I wanted to thank each-and-
every-one-of-you for your do-
nation toward the hole-in-one. 
The funds were used for the 
hot-tub party, a small portion 
for the basketball gathering 
and the balance is being do-
nated to the KRF (on behalf of 
the "Rodeo Cowboys"). 
 
My first thought when I got 
the hole-in-one was, I can't 
believe it, after 30 years of golf 
i t  f i n a l l y  h a p p e n e d . 
My second thought was "oh-
shit" this will cost me $1,000 or 
more.  Thankfully, Louie re-
minded me about the hole-in-
one pays a "Hundy".  And you 
gentlemen were kind enough 
to donate, even though most of 
you were not even in our fore-
some. 

 
This note is to let you know 
that your generosity went a 
long way to help pay for the 
weekend’s festivities AND 
make a donation to the KRF, 
and yes I will add some match-
ing funds to this amount also.   

 

Thank you again for your gen-
erosity and the wonderful 
weekend of "social fellow-
ship".   

 
Best to all, much appreciated - 
Paul 



 

56 Years  
Alumni Weekend of May 2, 2020 

 

Save the date for this important reunion event. 

 

General Outline of  Events: 

 

Thursday evening sporting clays with Grant Lechtenberg, followed by  

refreshments at (original) Johnny’s Tavern.  

 

Friday scramble golf  with Louie Riederer at a time and place to be  

determined, followed by more refreshments at Johnny’s Tavern. 

 

Saturday watch a club rugby game at Westwick, tentatively with either the 
KC Rugby Club or the Wichita Barbarians, (depending on which one does 
NOT make it into the Division 2 Men’s National Playoffs). A relaxed “3rd 
half ” game for those feeling their oats. 

 

Saturday evening attend the club’s annual banquet where honors and 
awards are bestowed on the club’s current and past “greats”. All alumni 
and their significant guests are invited. Time and place to be determined. 
We will need an advance head count to order the food, so look for a future 
email blast with firmed details and response instructions. 

 

Come to see old friends and meet this great current team. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Rugby Shorts  Rugby Shorts  Rugby Shorts  Rugby Shorts Quick News Stories 

Flanker, Levi Buckland returns from England to 
the re-join the Jayhawks for spring. Many thanks to 
the University of Leeds, University of Kansas, and 
the Study Abroad staffs of both schools for facili-
tating his re-enrollment, after his family emergency 
that forced his return home midway through this 
past fall.  

 

Levi’s mom got his great scoring photo from GTH 
Images (Griff Hastings) and had it mounted on 
canvas as a Christmas present.   

(An idea for parents who read this newsletter.) 

 

 

Thanks for the efforts by the Ginther family in 
2019.  Here is Clayton Ginther with his mom and 
dad Robin and Mike. In 2019, Robin and Mike: 

• Donated airline miles that transported 10 Jay-
hawks to the playoffs at Chico State, CA. 

• Took over the duties of running the Parents’ 
Auxiliary which coordinates the sidelines fun 
for parents at home games. They also greatly 
planned the Parents’ Weekend festivities that 
coincided with the Missouri match. 

• Have promoted KJRFC to St. Thomas Aqui-
nas players and their parents. 

Before joining the KJRFC, Clayton played for the 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School rugby team, 
where he was identified by Goff Rugby Report as 
one of the top 50 high school props in America.  

 



 

 

Red Jacket Society 
 

If  you were inducted into the “Red Jacket  

Society” and would like to purchase your jacket in 
advance of  the upcoming Alumni Weekend, here 
are the ordering details: 

 

• On web go to TheUniformAuthority.com 

• Select the link to “Suits/Blazers” 

• Select “Men’s Single Breasted Blazer 
(Edwards #3500)” 

• Select “Red” 

• Find your size. They have “short” “regular” and 
“long” editions in all sizes. 

Seeking ASSISTANT EDITOR for this Newsletter 
 

To assure the long-term continuation of  this Newsletter, we need to groom someone to 
assist in its writing & publishing.  For the next few years they will work with the current 
editor and assist in the Newsletter’s information collection, article writing, Newsletter 
layout, and broadcast. The assistant will eventually assume lead editor role. 

  General Qualifications:  
• Interest in attending club games and major functions, keeping score and 

notes on general details of games. Occationally shooting some photos of a 
game, if no other club photographer is present. Writing up brief summaries 
for publication articles.  

• Average computer skills.  

• Living in general vicinity of Lawrence/Kansas City 

• Interested parties to contact this Newsletter via email to have dialogue. 



 

I didn’t want to miss an opportu-
nity to visit with you about what we 
have going on at KU Rugby.  34 of 
us alumni of this rugby club just 
returned from our annual “Golf 
Rodeo”, this year in Austin, at the 
Barton Creek resort.  Most of us 
played 3 rounds of golf at this 
Omni property.  Well, some would 
call it golf. 

 

 But the most important part of 
this trip was renewing our old 
friendships and starting some new 
ones.  On my count, there were 
about 7 or 8 guys that were new on 
the trip.  These guys were mostly 
from generations younger than I 
am.  And they were a great addition 
to the trip.  I was impressed with 
these guys when I met them.  
There are a lot of entrepreneurs 
and business owners that are 
successful in their own right.  I 
retired a couple years ago after 

pounding the corporate nail for 40 
years.  Having an annual trip to en-
joy some warmer weather with the 
Jayhawk rugby alumni is a great 
way to get rid of the winter blahs! 

 

 In addition to golf, we talked a lot 
about how involvement in a team 
sport like rugby contributes to our 
life.  Rugby draws a unique sort of 
talent.  Not necessarily one that is 
on the usual beaten path.  I think 
that unique features and attraction 
to rugby is one we need to con-
sider.  Most of us had athletic back-
grounds.  Football, basketball, 
wrestling, track.  Maybe baseball.  
Or something else.  But one thing 
for certain; a desire to have the 
comradery of a club sport, where 
you lead, and you get the work 
done.  No one else was going to do 
it for you.  The jerseys.  Lining the 
field.  Administration.  Even coach-
ing and many times refereeing the 
match. 

 

 Today our sport is different.  We 
have the benefit of many student 
athletes that started in high school.  
Women’s rugby is part of our com-
munity.  And kids are playing in the 
USA at the middle and grade 
school level. Not just boys, but 
girls too!  The result is fantastic.  I 
visited with club alum DARRYL 
LANE about his background. He 
has coached 3 girls’ high school 
state championship teams in Colo-
rado.  And he has been instrumen-
tal in finding money in the form of 
scholarships for many of these girls 
to attend college.  Schools on the 

east and west coast are using rugby 
to give women team sports oppor-
tunity!  I can tell you college cam-
pus recruiters are looking for aca-
demic excellence, but also want 
well rounded talent.  Rugby re-
quires grit, it requires time manage-
ment, and it instills leadership 
qualities in its participants. 

 

 No wonder rugby is one of the 
fastest growing youth sports in 
our nation. 

 

 We have a lot of other Jayhawk 
rugby alumni that are business lead-
ers and also lead rugby organiza-
tions nationwide.  I was im-
pressed with hearing of the ex-
panding impact playing rugby at 
KU has had in people’s lives.  
We’ll have more on that in the fu-
ture.  

 

 As Jayhawks, our goal, our vision, 
and our mission is to grow the 
sport of rugby.  Not only locally 
and regionally, but nationwide and 

even internationally.  We are 
one of  the only clubs 
with our level of  alumni 
support, coupled with 
international touring 
like we’ve done bi-
annually since the first 
tour in 1977.  As well, we 
have hosted interna-
tional players that have 
been our friends for life.  

 BEING A JAYHAWK RUGBY PLAYER:  

 A game and a life like no other 
        By Bob Tucker 

 The Kansas Rugby Foundation – President Elect  



 

Do you know of any other sport 
where this is being done?  Or even 
possible? 

  

It’s a long way away from the old 
days when a keg of beer and some 
songs, maybe even a Zulu or two, 
was our way of life after games.  
How do we do it?  KU Rec Ser-
vices has a budget for us.  The col-
legiate team earns it based on a 
scorecard.  Players have dues.  Par-
ents donate on “crowd funding” 
for seasonal expenses like buses for 
game travel.  And our alumni are 
very active.  
 

 We can use your support.  If you 
are able and have a desire to give 
back, we make it easy.  I know 

rugby has been valuable to me.  
And more so later in life.  SAVE 
THE DATE, May 1 and 2 for 
our ALUMNI WEEKEND.  See 
your friends you haven’t seen in 
years.  Get together with us in Law-
rence.  And if you can give back; 
know we manage your gift wisely.  
Tap the donate button at 
www.JayhawkRugby.com.  We ap-
preciate seeing you when you can 
make it to town.  Jayhawk Rugby: 
a game and a life like no other. 
 

 Thanks, 

Bob Tucker 

The Kansas Rugby Foundation – 
President Elect  

  

The Kansas Rugby Founda-
tion, Inc. is a 501(c)3 charity 
created to raise funds to pay 
for the operating expenses 
of the Westwick Rugby 
Complex and to supplement 
the funding of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club. Its Board of Directors 
is mostly made up of past 
rugby club presidents, past 
team captains, a parents’ 
representative, and 2 current 
players. The charity was cre-
ated a quarter century ago. 



 

 

Support your rugby club! 
 

Put it on your credit card. 

 

Go to www.jayhawkrugby.com 

Hit “Donate”. 

It’s a PayPal link directly to our charity account. 


