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JAYHAWKS  BARCLEY  WEST  
 THE  6 ’ 2 ” ,  2 5 0  POUND  JUN IOR  WAS  THE  
C LUB ’ S  F I R S T  S CHO L AR SH I P  FO RE I GN  
EXCHANGE  COLLEGE  PLAYER  AND  WILL  BE  
THE  2 0 1 7  NEW  ZEALAND  TOUR  CAPTA IN .  
 
INS IDE  TH I S  ED IT ION :  
•  O V E R V I E W  O F  S P R I N G  G A M E S  
•  O U T L I N E  O F  OR G A N I Z A T I ON  CH AN G E S  I N  T H E  

J A Y H AW K  C L U B  
•  C L U B ’ S  4 0 T H  A NN I V E R S A R Y  T O U R  I S  HE A D I N G  T O  

N E W  Z E A L A N D  

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 

OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  
 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 

www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

32222 West 89th Street 

DeSoto, KS, 66218  

June ,  2017  
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Dire
ctio

n Of  The Club 

Players 
• Conor Taft, former Jayhawk college 

captain and now with KU Admis-
sions, set up a recruiting table at 
the National High School Rugby 
Playoffs in Kansas City in May. He 
had promising conversations about 
KU with all-stars from Kansas City 
and beyond. 

• The club continues to enjoy a deep 
roster of  great athletes. Most have 
high school experience. 

Funding 
• A new “Rainmaker Committee” of  8 

alumni representing all the past eras of  the 
club, who will seek donations from the 
club alumni. 

• KU has put the club on a higher level of  
financial support. 

• The Westwick is exploring opportuni-
ties to rent the facility to outside par-
ties; as long as the rental does not interfere 
with rugby club operations. 

• The club charges admissions to home 
games. 

• The club’s website has a “DONATE” 
button. 

Facilities 
• It’s the finest rugby pitch in the 
region.  

• The Westwick facility hosted: 

 

The Heart of  America College 7’s 
Tournament in April. 

 

The Kansas high school rugby 
championships in May. 

 

Publicity 
• The club’s Facebook page is up-

dated weekly during the season and 
includes a full summary of  games for 
parents of  players, alumni, and inter-
ested player candidates to follow the 
Jayhawks. (Kansas Jayhawks Rugby 
Football Club) 

• The club’s website is updated & 
linked to the club’s Facebook page to 
stay fresh. 
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 Jayhawk Organizational Changes  

As a refresher, the Jayhawks or-
ganization features 3 interrelated 
entity groups: 
 

• The actual rugby club, 
which for the past 53 years has 
functioned pretty much as eve-
ryone remembers it from their 
days in Lawrence. Their main 
role is to practice and play 
games.  

 

• Westwick, which is the pri-
vate entity that owns the land 
that the rugby club uses to play 
and practice. It has a pair of 
regulation rugby pitches, is 
mostly surrounded by a fence, 
has sprinklers, and lights for 
night practices. 

 

• Kansas Rugby Founda-
tion, Inc., which is the 
501(c)(3) charity established to 
collect donated money to de-
velop the facilities at Westwick. 

 

 The interplay between 
these groups has not 
evolved with their 
changing landscape, so 
over the past few 
months there have been 
some adjustments.  
 

 Past History 
• The club was originally estab-

lished as a student organization 
to play rugby. 

• The Jayhawks had a very com-
petitive college team through 
the mid 1970’s. In the 1980’s 
many of those former college 
players elected to stay in the 
Lawrence area and continue to 
play “men’s club rugby”. This 
core of players attracted other 
good players from both the 
area and internationally. The 
resultant men’s club was very 
strong and won a number re-
gional titles. - The club also 
continued its college team, 
which played and practiced 
with the men’s club. Those col-
lege players benefited from 
playing alongside the more ex-
perienced men’s team. 

 
• The rugby club was having dif-

ficulty getting access to the KU 
fields if the conditions were 
wet. Tournaments and events 
were in danger of last minute 
cancellation. 

 
• So a decision was made to buy 

land for a private field. By 
1990, some of the players and 
alumni were financially estab-
lished enough to purchase the 
land that is now Westwick. 

 
• At the same time Westwick’s 

property was purchased, the 
1990 era club members set up 
the charity (Kansas Rugby 
Foundation) to handle the do-
nations from a broad-based 
alumni group to convert the 
farmland into a rugby facility. 

This model was depend-
ent upon a strong opera-
tional base of  a men’s 
club side of  mature 
players who would man-
age all the organiza-
tional business aspects. 
That strong business 
management base was 
the strength of  the club 
in the 1980’s. 
 
• The 1980’s men’s club players 

began to age-out and retire 
from the sport in the early 
1990’s. The team had a hard 
time replacing their numbers. 
Lawrence does not have the 
employment opportunities of a 
big metro area. The Jayhawks 
quickly reverted to mostly a 
college team. 

 
• As this was happening the 

sport was changing, too. USA 
Rugby was established in the 
mid 1970’s and the sport has 
become increasingly more regu-
lated ever since. For instance, 
to now be a “college team” and 
play for any official rugby title, 
all the team’s players have to be 
registered with USA Rugby and 
be enrolled with a full course 
load in that school. - College 
players can lose their official 
college eligibility if they “play 
up” on a “competitive men’s 
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club team”. – To protect the 
eligibility of the Jayhawk play-
ers on the college side, the Jay-
hawks men’s club is no longer 
registered to play for regional 
titles. The men’s club side can 
still play “friendly” matches 
against the Kansas City Blues 
etc,. and compete for individ-
ual tournament championships 
such as the St. Louis Rugger-
fest, …and they can have the 
college players in those games.  

 
• The club today is a robust col-

lege side with a strong working 
relationship with the university. 
It continues to have a small 
number of men’s club side 
players, but not a full 15. 

 

 Today’s Circumstances 
• The complexity of running a 

college rugby club today are a 
lot more difficult than they 
were in the distant past. The 
duties of running a successful 
rugby team, interacting with 
the university, and managing 
their facilities are getting in-
creasingly complex every year.  

 
• Some of these things require 

more money than can be raised 
through leveling dues on a stu-
dent player. 

 
• There is player turnover on all 

rugby clubs, but it’s especially 
high on a college team. 

 
• The Jayhawks have always had 

a great deal of “institutional 
memory” about managing a 
successful Jayhawk rugby club 
over in the board of directors 
of The Kansas Rugby Founda-
tion charity, but that group had 

never been involved in the 
management of the rugby 
team. In fact, the board rarely 
met with the team over the 
past decades. The charity’s 
model was still under the as-
sumption that the club could 
run all its own business affairs 
(as they did in the 1980’s). 

 
• The Kansas Rugby Foundation 

charity’s previous single mis-
sion of funding improvements 
to the Westwick facilities ig-
nored the operational needs of 
the playing team. However, the 
charter of the charity certainly 
included that assistance in its 
scope. 

 
• So over this past few months 

there was a decision to modify 
the role of the board of the 
Kansas Rugby Foundation to 
have them be in regular con-
tact with the team and become 
advisors on the business aspect 
of managing the club. The 
team will continue to function 
as it always has, but will have 
the access to the charity board 
for help. 

 

 Recent Changes 
• The Kansas Rugby Founda-

tion’s board has some recent 
personnel changes. 

 
• The membership of the board 

is expanded to bring in more 
experienced club management 
from the club’s past. 

 
• One of the new members of 

the board is to be a college 
player to serve as a direct con-
duit of communication be-
tween the team and the board. 

• The board’s work will now in-
clude “fund raising” as a task. 
(Previously there was NO such 
official duty on the charity or 
the team. - That’s hard to be-
lieve for a charity organiza-
tion.)  

 
• Several other alumni members 

will head up ad hoc committee 
assignments as requested by 
the board. 

 

 The Kansas Rugby 
Foundation Board of  
Directors 
 
Dave Hamill - Chairman 
Don “Duck” Harris* – President 
Kevin Harder – Vice President 
Randy Renfro – Treasurer 
Paul Diedrich* – Secretary & Ad 
Hoc University Liaison 
Steve Lange* – Alumni Repre-
sentative & Ad Hoc Fund Raising 
Committee Chairman 
Jack Dienst* - Student Represen-
tative 
Louie Riederer* - Ad Hoc Mem-
ber – Kansas Rugby Foundation’s 
lease of Westwick 
* Means “New Member” to 
Board 
 
 One thing this group will be 
working on going forward is 
getting this group replaced by 

younger members. - 
Don Harris’ intended policy on 
future members is that for every 
alumni added to the board, 
there should be a student mem-
ber added.  - There will also be 
an emphasis on alumni being 
younger, and not the same old 
pool from the 80s. **** 
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 Summary of  the 2017 Spring Season 
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 NEBRASKA 

 Kansas Dominates Over Nebraska 50-14 in Snowy Merit Table Match 
 @ Westwick Saturday March 11, 2017 

Three Days before the Nebraska 
game, snow was in the forecast. 
This post about 1970 was put on 
the club’s Facebook page: 

 

Don’t Miss a Snow Game 

This Saturday’s match is forecast to 
be a snow game. Some of the Jay-
hawks’ finest games have occurred 
in these conditions and this Satur-
day could be a chance to create an-
other great memory for the Jay-
hawks storied program. 

Pictured is the Aspen Ruggerfest 
Final from September 1970. The 
Jayhawks were a pure undergrad 
college side at the time and met the 
powerful men’s club, the Denver 
Barbarians. This was no fluke ap-
pearance. The same squad of Jay-
hawks had advanced to the semifi-
nal of the same tournament in 1969 

and were a seeded team in the 1970 
bracket. The Jayhawks advanced to 
the 1970 finals through a full field 
of teams who came from as far 
away as Indianapolis to San Fran-
cisco. 

It started snowing the morning of 
the semis & final and the last game 
was delayed as side and goal lines 
were swept of snow. The game was 
played in white out conditions 
where a ball punted high into the 
air would lose visibility and then 
come back into view. 

This photo taken by alumni JOHN 
BROWN is one of my favorites in 
the whole history of the Jayhawks. 
The Jayhawks are on the right and 
their names are legends. Front to 
back they are GREG ALLEN 
(hooker), DAN MARTING 
(lock), SKIP QUIMBY (lock), 
JACK KLINE (flanker), RAY DI-

TIRRO (prop), MARK “Mushy” 
MULLINS (#8), and KIM 
“Ewo” EWONUS (flanker). 

These were all very hard boys; 
every single one. – For proof, look 
at all the bloodied faces of the 
Denver Barbos in the lineout. The 
Jayhawks were literally beating the 
hell out of the players of a power-
house club in a huge game. 

The game was a 0-0 tie at half and 
the game was decided by a single 
field goal made by the Barbos. It 
remains one the Jayhawks greatest 
matches, even though a loss. 

So don’t stay home for this Satur-
day’s match because of the 
weather. Sometimes great memo-
ries are made that get recalled 47 
years later. **** 

This Nebraska game was high-
lighted by the club in the last 
Old Boy Quarterly as a game 
they would really like the alumni 
to come back and watch at 
Westwick.—For those who 
watched, it was a terrific per-
formance.—Here is the game 
summary and game photos. 

The temperature was right at the 
freeze point and heavy snow stated 
falling 2 hours before the match. 
The snow only began to accumu-
late as the game went underway. 
The wind was blowing a light 7 
mph out of the NE corner of the 
pitch and the Jayhawks had that 
wind to their backs in the opening 
half. 
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 Although a cold wet day, this game 
was a pleasure to watch. The Jay-
hawks were clearly “up”. They 
showed up with enough players for 
more than 2 sides, although there 
was only the single Merit Table 
Match scheduled.  
 

 The cold & wet conditions would 
make this a day that would test the 
forwards and they picked a bruiser 
line up as starters. It was what has 
become their more usual front row 
of SPENCER BIRD, NEIL 
MCCARTHY and DAVID NO-
BLE, but at lock they inserted 
JEFF SCHUMAN and his body-
double BARCLEY WEST. That 
meant they had at prop and lock 4 
very sturdy players for the scrum 
downs and bulldozer runs on the 
loose. – In the last meeting in Ne-
braska, the Huskers had won and 
used bigger players on the Jay-
hawks. 
 

 6 minutes – After the Huskers’ 
kickoff failed to go 10 and a few 
miscue scrums, the Jayhawks got 
on the scoreboard. The ball was at 
midfield and quickly was moved 

through the backfield all the way to 
the wing for a score in the left cor-
ner. Touches were by scrumhalf 
JASON FU, flyhalf SAM TAN-
NER, inside center JACK DI-
ENST, outside center ARNOLD 
DINH and the rookie wing 
MARK McCLOWSKY. The 
movement went so well, Dinh was 
able to actually pause and throw a 
soft pass to the supporting 

McClowsky for the easy score.– Its 
strategically important to show you 
can pass the width of the field in 
the initial minutes of a game, be-
cause it makes the other team bite 
on stunts you run later. – AJ LA-
ROCCA’s conversion was wide. - 
SCORE 5-0 Jayhawks 
 

 10 minutes – Jayhawks captain and 
inside center JACK DIENST 
raced for a score under the posts. 
LAROCCA made the easy shot. – 
SCORE 12-0 Jayhawks 
 

 12 minutes – Jayhawks loosehead 
prop SPENCER BIRD followed 
a driving run by BARCLEY 
WEST with another and BIRD 
scored mid-right of the posts. LA-
ROCCA good. – SCORE 19-0 Jay-
hawks 
 

 25 minutes – Jayhawks 30 meters 
out on right side of pitch. The ball 
was worked left to JACK DI-
ENST who crossed goal on left 
side, but downed ball by the left 
post. (Dienst’s 2nd score of match) 
LAROCCA good – SCORE 26-0 
Jayhawks 
 



 

Page 8  

 36 minutes – In a laps of concen-
tration, the Jayhawks interior back-
field was picked off at midfield and 
the trailing Jayhawks wing and full-
back weren’t in position to catch 
the Husker who scored through the 
posts. – SCORE 26-7 Jayhawks 
 
 38 minutes – Jayhawk wing JIM 
DIRKER was running with the 
ball along the right sideline 15 me-
ters out. As he was about to be cor-
ralled by Huskers, he kicked the 
ball into goal. The ball took an odd 
bounce to the right to rest in the 
right rear corner. Dirker was able 
to make that swerve to the right 
and beat the pursuing Huskers with 
a wet snow dive onto the ball for a 
try. Kick was wide. – SCORE 31-7 
Jayhawks 
 
 Halftime 
 
 5 minutes – Jayhawks awarded a 
scrumdown 5 meters from the Ne-
braska goal in the middle of field. 
The Jayhawks won the hook and 
kept the ball under the scrum’s feet. 
The Kansas forwards pushed the 
Nebraska team backwards across 
the goal line, where the Jayhawks 

senior #8 DANIEL BUESCHER 
dropped onto the ball for the try. 
Kick was good. – SCORE 38-7 Jay-
hawks 
 

 14 minutes – Nebraska punted 
down to the Jayhawks goal line and 
were quickly awarded a penalty kick 
10 meters out. They fed their for-
wards, but the Jayhawks ripped the 
ball away in the maul and the Jay-
hawks kicked to touch up field. 
 

 15 minutes – A Husker prop broke 
free at midfield and was able to get 
past the Jayhawks deep wing and 
fullback for a score at the left post. 
The kick was good – SCORE 38-
14 Jayhawks 
 

 30 minutes – Jayhawks had a line-
out on right side of field 15 meters 
from the Nebraska goal. The Jay-
hawks won the ball and turned the 
lineout to a maul. Then BAR-
CLEY WEST emerged with the 
ball and broke for the goal near the 
posts. He was stopped but his fel-
low lock JEFF SCHUMAN con-
tinued the attack to score under the 
post. DIENST made the conver-
sion kick. – SCORE 45-14 Jay-
hawks 
 

 35 minutes – Jayhawks were again 
swarming the Nebraska goal. Prop 
SPENCER BIRD bulled in to 
score his 2nd try of the day, down-
ing the ball mid-left of the posts. 
Kick was wide. – SCORE 50-14 
Jayhawks 
 
 Full Time **** 
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  Beating the KC Blues 
     Jayhawks rally to beat the KC Blues 34-31 
     Alumni Weekend May 6, 2017 @ Westwick 

The Jayhawks previously scheduled 
game with the Wichita Barbarians 
this weekend was scratched be-
cause rain delays changed Wichita’s 
matches into the national playoffs. 
The KC Blues coincidentally had 
an open weekend and sent their 
Division 2 side to Lawrence as a 
fill in. It was a sunny 75 degree day 
with no wind. The Jayhawks had a 
nice crowd because of their 
Alumni Weekend. 
 
 In the early minutes of the match, 
the Jayhawks were awarded a pen-
alty kick 10 meters from the Blues 
goal line. As the Jayhawks bunched 
their forwards for a play, scrum 
half JASON FU accidentally toed 
the ball. The Blues noticed the 
ball’s movement and jumped to 
swarm Fu. The ball was grabbed, 
but knocked by the Blues into the 
hands of Jayhawk outside center 
ARNOLD DINH, (See Photo) 
who is the last person an opponent 
wants to see carry the ball. Dinh 
pushed through the crowd and 
scored thru the uprights on the 
busted play. The easy conversion 
was made by wing JACK 
YOUNG. – SCORE 7-0 Jayhawks 
 
 A few minutes later, the Jayhawks 
were awarded another penalty kick 
about 15 meters from the Blues 
goal. The ball was toed and fed to 
the backs. After one phase, Jay-
h a w k s  # 8  D A N I E L 
BUESCHER ran through players 
for a try mid right of the posts. 

YOUNG’s attempt was wide. – 
SCORE 12-0 Jayhawks 
 
 The Blues took a midfield penalty 

kick and punted to the Jayhawks 5 
meter line. The Blues won that line 
out. The ball came out to the mid-
dle of the field. The Blues got the 
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ball from a ruck and scored next to 
the left upright. Easy conversion 
kick. – SCORE 12-7 Jayhawks 
 
 The Jayhawks were awarded a pen-
alty kick 15 meters from the Blues 
goal and directly in front of the up-
rights. JACK YOUNG successfully 
went for 3. – SCORE 15-7 Jay-
hawks 

 
 The Blues then started a late surge 
of scoring in the half. They were 
awarded a penalty kick in the mid-
dle of the field, toed the ball and 
passed it through several players 
for a try mid right of posts. The 
Blues made a drop kick for the 
conversion. – SCORE 15-14 Jay-
hawks 

 
 On the start of play kickoff, the 
Blues worked the ball to the center 
of the field and cut back for a try in 
the right corner. They missed the 
difficult attempt. – SCORE 15-19 
Blues take lead. 
 
 The next kickoff went out of 
bounds. The Blues asked for a mid-
field scrum, which they won. The 
ball was taken down the left side-
line for a try in the left corner. This 
difficult conversion attempt was 
also wide. – SCORE 15-24 Blues 
 
 In the closing minutes of the half 
the Jayhawks were attacking on the 
Blues goal when the ball went out 
of bounds. 
 
 Halftime 
 
 At the beginning of the second 
half, the Jayhawks worked down to 
the Blues goal and ran several at-
tacking phases until their big tight 
head prop DAVID NOBLE 
blasted through a pile for a try just 
right of the posts. YOUNG had an 
easy kick. – SCORE 22-24 Blues 
 
 There was a scrum in the middle 
of the field and the ball squirted 
out the back of the Blues side of it. 
The Blues fly hacked kicked the 
ball towards the Jayhawks and it 
went to the hands of DAVID 
MARR who had shifted from wing 
to outside center at half. Marr’s run 
swerved towards the left sideline 
and then he ran a good 40 meters 
down the sideline to score a try in 
the left corner. The difficult kick 
was wide. – SCORE 27-24 Jay-
hawks regain lead. 
 
 The Blues had a line out 22 meters 
from their own goal. They won the 
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ball and fed their backs who kicked 
a dribbler ahead…only the ball 
went to the hands of DAVID 
MARR at midfield. Marr ran for a 
try by the right post. YOUNG had 
an easy shot. – SCORE 34-24 Jay-
hawks 
 
 As time was running down, the 
Blues won a 5 meter scrum near 
the Jayhawks goal and scored a try 
mid left of the posts. Kick was 
good. – SCORE 34-31 Jayhawks 
 
 The Jayhawks then controlled the 
ball and field position for the re-
maining moments of the match. 
 
 The Jayhawks next game will be in 
a few weeks in NEW ZEALAND. 
They have gone on an international 
tour in every odd numbered year 
since 1977. (That’s a 40 year tradi-
tion) **** 
 

This game was broken open in the 2nd half  by David 
Marr who scored a pair of  INCREDIBLE breakaway trys. 

To see the photo sequence of  these terrific runs. Go to 
YouTube and search title:  

David Marr trys on KC Blues 

Above: David Marr 
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The alumni are owed an 
apology for the poor job 
of  advance notification 
of  the May 6 weekend’s 
events.  
There was an outline of activi-
ties and dates in the February 
pre-season edition of this news-
letter, but the final details were 
not announced until the 
Wednesday of that May 6 week 
and that was only on the club’s 
Facebook page. 

 

Please read the page 3 article in 
this newsletter about organiza-
tional changes that will avoid a 
repeat of this situation. The 
Alumni Weekend is one of 
the greatest traditions of the 
club and needs to be man-
aged with a top priority. 

 

There were a number of alumni 
present to play in or watch the 
game with the KC Blues. Here are 
some photos from the day.  

 

I take a moment in the next article 
to recognize John LaRocca who 
was present, but missed the team 
photo above. **** 

 

 The Alumni Weekend that Wasn’t 
  May 6, 2017 
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The First Alumni Opponents 
The very first Jayhawk Alumni 
Game was in 1974, when I was 
playing for the club. I was living in 
a house with teammate RICK 
WHITSON, who had played on 
the team in its very first years and 
he organized that first game. He 
knew how to find many of the 
players who had passed through 
the club since its 1964 founding. 
 

One player who stood out in 
Whitson’s narrative about the play-
ers from the past, was a prop 
named AUGUST “Auggie” 
JOHN LAROCCA. That’s current 
player AJ LAROCCA’s grandfa-
ther and former player TONY LA-
ROCCA’s dad. – John LaRocca 
was a beast. - He was 5’10” tall 
and an extremely muscular 275 lbs. 
He had come to the KU Rugby 
Club after playing guard on the 
football team. He looked exactly 
like his last name. 
 

We played the first alumni game on 
the field west of Oliver Hall. On 
that spring day back in 1974, the 
oldest of the “old boy” alumni 
were then less than 32 years old. 
They could all still run and were 
eager to take on the current Jay-
hawk side. 
 

Both the student and alumni teams 
were in their uniforms, warming up 
on the pitch. I was the club’s loose 
head prop. Whitson called me over 
where he was talking to John La-
Rocca. He introduced me to him 
and rubbed it in that LaRocca was 
a tight head prop and we would be 
playing directly against each other. 
LaRocca said “Oh, don’t believe 
everything you’ve heard about 
me.” – To give him a hard time, I 

put my finger in his big chest, 
smiled, and said “I don’t”. 
 

It took LaRocca about 5 min-
utes into the game to find me 
holding the ball and knock the 
hell out of me. He was chuck-
ling as he got up off my pan-
caked body. 
 

Here we are 43 years later. – Good 
to see you John! 
 

Steve Lange **** 

Below: John LaRocca in 1974 
Photo by former player Luke Miller 



 

Congratulations 
2017 Club Award Winners 

 

Dave Hamill 

New Life Member 

 

Jack Dienst 

Kernow Cup 

 

Neil McCarthy 

Persistent Perspirer & Rookie of  the Year 

 

Arnold Dinh 

Magnificent Masochist 

 

Jack Young 

Most Improved Player 

 
Definition of the various awards: 

• Kernow Cup is the club’s biggest contributor as a player, in club activities, and social fellowship. 

It’s the club’s highest honor. 

• Magnificent Masochist is the player who was in the best physical shape. 

• Persistent Perspirer is the player who worked hardest at practice and training. 
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KJRFC is on the move again 
internationally and will be leav-
ing the U.S. on June 8, 2017 for 
their tour of New Zealand.   

 

 The tour party will start by visit-
i n g  t h e  S o u t h  I s l a n d 
via Queenstown (match), Dune-
din (view a first class match be-
tween the British/Irish Lions v 
Highlanders...some of the most 
in form and best rugby players in 
the world will be on offer).  

 

They will then visit Timaru 
(match). The Jayhawks will be 
hosted in Timaru in part by Paul 
S c o t t ,  J a y h a w k  a l umn i . 
Doug McCauley reached out 
to Paul for assistance. Paul is in-
strumental  in helping the 
tour secure tickets for the match in 
Dunedin and also with helping 
with what will happen in Timaru.  

 

 From Timaru, the boys are off to 
Kaikoura for a rest day before 
heading to Piction to catch a 
ferry between the south and north 
islands of NZ to Wellington 
(match). Rotorua will be the next 
destination (match).  

The Jayhawks will travel to Auck-
land for departure and hopes of 
catching the first test match be-
tween the All Blacks v Brit-
ish/Irish Lions. Departure June 
25, 2017. 

 

Players 
• Matt Schwartz, Coach 
• Jason Williams, Coach 
• Barcley West, Tour Captain 
• Josh Shipman 
• Sam Billman 
• James Elder, KSU 
• Ryan Russell 
• Gavin Kirk (son of Tom Kirk), 

KSU 
• Weston Loder, KSU 
• David Noble 
• A.J. LaRocca 
• Neil McCarthey 
• Feng Lin Fu 
• Keaton Young (son of B.J. 

Young) 
• Dillon Hulse, Blue Valley HS 
• Tanner Shimek 
• Alex Blackburn 
• Greg Fry, Kansas State 
• Jon Lofthouse 
• Carrim-Jamal Browne 
• Dasante J Browne, University 

of New Mexico  
• Garrett Williams 

• Jack Dienst 
• Daniel Buescher 
• Jacob Ornburn 
• Tim Fredrickson 
• Griffin Hastings 
• Arnold Dinh 
• David Marr 
• Jaziel Garcia 
• Eli Nettekoven, UMKC 
• Ian Olaughlin 
• Scott Merdinger (Son of Steve 

Merdinger) 
 
Tourists 
• Doug McCauley, Manager 
• Jon Vincent, Trainer 
• Sarah Shipman 
• David Hamill 
• Ed Russell 
• George Reyes 
• Jennifer Schwartz 
• Oliver Schwartz 
• Tracey Williams 
• Ella Williams 
• Bob Tucker 
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Captain’s Words 
 

 Rugby is a one of the newest and 
fastest developing sports in the 
USA, this is no different for 
KJRFC. The Jayhawks have been 
touring different countries across 
the world since 1977 with the am-
bition to develop their knowledge 
and experience new cultures in 
various rugby communities. In ex-

change, the Jayhawks hope to share 
their culture globally as well as 
build long term partnerships with 
other clubs.  

 

 This year the Jayhawks visit New 
Zealand to both play and watch a 
high standard of rugby in the 
southern hemisphere. During our 
time in New Zealand, the British 
and Irish Lions are touring, which 
we have been lucky enough to be 
provided with the opportunity to 
watch the Lions play against the 
Highlanders. The opportunity to 
tour such a beautiful country, 
watch a high level of rugby and in-
tegrate with the various communi-
ties is a once in a life time experi-
ence that I find difficult to put into 
words. All I can say is that the club 
should be excited to experience a 
different culture and take as much 
of the invaluable experience back 
with them to Lawrence, KS, and 
improve our game even further.  

 

 To our hosts 
Thank you. We are all very grateful 
that you’re welcoming us into your 
country and your rugby clubs. 
Rugby has this quality that not 
many other sports do, we hope we 
can reciprocate this for you some-
time in the future. KJRFC is privi-
leged to visit your country and we 
hope to strengthen our relationship 
between our clubs throughout the 
tour and thereafter. 

 

 

 To our supporters and 
organisers 
None of this would be possible 
without any of you; on behalf of 
the club I would like to say a mas-
sive thank you for all the amazing 
work that goes on ‘behind the 
scenes’ to make this amazing op-
portunity possible. Furthermore, a 
huge thank you to those supporters 
who watch us play, week in week 
out, rain or snow, we wish we 
could bring you with us. We are all 
very excited to represent the rugby 
club in New Zealand and hope to 
make you all proud. 

 

 To the club 
It fills me with great pride to be 
captaining you on this tour and am 
very excited to lead such a fine 
group of “gentlemen” onto the 
field and promise to do so with the 
best of my abilities. This is a huge 
opportunity for all of you, make 
the most of everything while you 
are there, both on and off the field. 
This trip will develop you not only 
as a rugby player, but also as an 
individual. Remember. You’re rep-
resenting your club and your coun-
try on this tour, so let us make the 
most it and show what Jayhawk 
Rugby is about. 

  

 Thank you, 

Your Captain, 

 Barcley West Barcley West Barcley West Barcley West    
 RCJH.!!! 

 Barcley West 
  2017 Jayhawks New Zealand Tour Captain 


