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The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 
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Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue:     

    

Preview of the  2017 Preview of the  2017 Preview of the  2017 Preview of the  2017 
Spring SeasonSpring SeasonSpring SeasonSpring Season    

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 

www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

November,  2016  

Jayhawks Ryan Russell  
One of  the club’s best is going to Australia for the coming 
spring season in KU’s Study Abroad Program, then returning 
for his senior year.  

 

More about the KU Study Abroad program and your rugby club  

inside this edition. 



 

http://shop.rugbyathletic.com/collections/kansas-jayhawks-rugby-football-club 

Buy Jayhawk Rugby Clothes 
Buy on-line by November 16 deadline 

Clothes will then be made in a batch and mailed to your 
home. Delivery in early December, in time for Christmas! 

(Cut and paste weblink below to order) 
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This Past Fall’s Games 
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Why are the Jayhawks Focused on “Study Abroad”? 

Much of this edition of the 

newsletter is focused on the rela-
tionship between the Jayhawks 
rugby club and the KU Study 
Abroad program. 
 

You may wonder why, since the 
majority of past Jayhawks were 
USA, domestic players and KU is a 
USA school. 
 

The answer is that the foreign stu-
dents bring a wealth of knowledge 
to the rugby club that rubs off on 
the domestic players and makes 
them a better team. In my own era 
of the early 1970’s Ian Henry 
from Stirling Scotland played fly-
half for the Jayhawks for a single 
season, but his influence shaped 
the backfield play of the team for 
more than a decade. Players like 
Roger Walter and George Dalke 
went to school playing interior 
backs in Ian Henry’s backfield. 
Both learned how to set up the 
opponent with a terrific dummy 
pass and how a rugby player can 

change directions on a dead run. 
Before my time, the Jayhawks had 
a player-coach at flyhalf from Scot-
land named Collin McMillan who 
taught the team “continuity of 
play to get the ball across 
chalk”.  The team won nearly all 
its rucks after McMillan coached 
them. His influence was still felt 2 
years after his departure when I 
started to play. 

 

And that is the way it is has been 
since the Jayhawks were formed. 
In 1964. George Bunting had a 
South African back named Wy-
naad Pienaar who taught the 
team to play. 

 

So the Jayhawks have been work-
ing to get closer to the KU Study 
Abroad Department to get more 
experienced rugby players at KU. 
We are also encouraging KU play-
ers to Study Abroad in rugby play-
ing countries, using the connec-
tions the Jayhawks have generated 
over years or touring and hosting. 

This year, everything is 
coming together on this 
initiative. The Jayhawks 
had 3 very good foreign 
players on the roster and 
next spring, one of  our 
own will go to Australia for 
a semester.  

 

This is a win for everyone, includ-
ing the Study Abroad program. It 
is desirable to have athletes in a  
team sport get involved in Study 
Abroad. They get an immediate 
“family” on a team and get a better 
visitor experience. 

 

So having foreign student players 
and sending our players abroad is a 
priority for the Jayhawks.  

 

This should emphasize why a 
high school player chooses to 
come to Kansas and should also 
help the Jayhawks performance 
on the pitch. **** 
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Photo on Right 

The Jayhawks had 8 play-
ers on the Heart of Amer-
ica Union College All-Star 
team. Try-out were at 
Westwick and then the 
squad entered the Aspen 
Ruggerfest. 

 

L-R Standing:  

Brent O’Rourke, 
Daniel Olajiga, Cam-
eron Millar, Daniel 
Buescher 

Front Row:  

Ryan Russell, Arnold 
Dinh, Jack Dienst, and 
Barcley West 

Recruiting was great 
this fall. Over 50 at 
practice the first half  
of  the season.  
The club started out prac-
ticing on campus to make 
student attendance easy; 
then the club pivoted to 
Westwick.  

We had 3 Jayhawk 
sides so we had to 
schedule 2 oppo-
nents a weekend to 
get all the players 
into games. 

Fall 2016 Jayhawks  

after last home match 
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Dir
ecti
on Of  The Club 

Players 
• The club had one of  its best roster of  

athletes this fall. Nearly all have prior 
playing experience 

• The club was deep; with over 50 players. 

• We stayed focused on a high-profile image 
on campus, attracting  students to the 
club in their early college years, when they 
can be developed into great players. 

• We had 3 Study Abroad Program Play-
ers. We are looking for more high-quality 
players to join us next spring.. 

 

Funding 
• The club’s website now has “donate” but-

ton using PayPal.- If  you are providing fi-
nancial help now, THANK YOU FOR 
GIVING! 

• The club’s games are drawing spectators 
and the club is charging a modest entry 
fee to see a game at Westwick. We need to 
improve facilities to grow the spectator 
base. 

• The club is doing a MUCH better job of  
getting available funding from KU. 

Facilities 
• It’s the finest rugby pitch in the re-
gion.  

• It is perfect for a function like the Heart 
of  America All-Star Tryouts last August  
and the Kansas High School Champi-
onships coming this spring. 

• It still needs better toilet facilities and 
changing rooms. This development im-
provement is at odds with the 
“conditional use permit” (CUP) estab-
lished 20 years ago.  

Publicity 

• The club started practice on a conspicuous 
field on-campus. 

• All players were given a rugby club t-shirt 
when they paid their dues (to be worn on 
campus and before games). 

• The club’s Facebook page was updated 
weekly and included a full summary of  
games for parents of  players, alumni, and 
interested player candidates to follow the 
Jayhawks. (Kansas Jayhawks Rugby 
Football Club) 

• The club’s website is updated & linked to 
the club’s Facebook page to stay fresh. 



 

 Page 7  

 

$ 2 Club ? 
 

• Go to www.JayhawkRugby.com 

• Click “Donate” 

• Charge it on your credit card. 

• Print your receipt for your taxes. 

• Money goes to The Kansas 
Rugby Foundation, Inc., so your 
gift is tax deductible. 
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 Study Abroad Players 
The Jayhawks were lucky 
to have 3 good players 
from the Study Abroad 
program this fall.  
 

L-R below: Barcley West 
( E n g l a n d ) ,  B r e n t 
O’Rourke (Australia), 
and Cameron Millar 
(Scotland).   

West will be with us again 
this spring, while the 
other two will return 
home.  

 

Besides having these 
great guys on the club 
this fall, we also have 
sown the seeds to have 

their classmates come 
here in future years or 
Jayhawks go to their 
schools in the future. **** 
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Why the  Jayhawks are 
“Different” 

There are a lot of  good 
rugby clubs around, but  
most have not even 
thought about some of  the 
things the Jayhawks have 
already accomplished. 

1) Tradition 

The Jayhawks have fielded a 
good team every year for 52 
years. You have to go to St. 
Louis to find an older club 
and further to find an older 
college club. 

2) Facilities 

The club alumni provide a 
terrific pitch for the club to 
use to train and conduct 
games. It’s a pitch where we 
avoid trouble with access 
scheduling and hassles if  a 
big game is planned on a 
rainy day. Even the better or-
ganized clubs in the region 
envy the Jayhawks facilities. 

3) Study Abroad Players 

Ever since the clubs’ 1964 
founding, the club has en-
joyed a steady flow of  highly-
skilled foreign players who 
have lifted the play of  the 
Jayhawks. Our KU Study 
Abroad program provides 
this player  rotation that 
other schools have not en-

joyed. — We are now explor-
ing the program in the other 
direction, wherein  some of  
our good Jayhawks go abroad 
to study and play in a  rugby 
playing country, then return 
to us with the experience 
they learned abroad 

4) Charitable Entity 

The Kansas Rugby Founda-
tion, Inc. is a 501(c)3 entity 
that was established decades 
ago to provide a way for the 
club to seek tax deductible 
gifts. Most clubs have not es-
tablished such vehicles. 

5) Facebook 

Our club Facebook page is 
operated as a MAGAZINE 
about the club, featuring 
photos and summaries of  
weekly games. There is a re-
markable difference between 
the Jayhawks’ page and other 
rugby club’s. The focus of  
the Jayhawks page is to allow 
players, their parents, and 
friends to follow the club. We 
want to share the excitement 
of  games and encourage the 
support of  that player’s par-
ents and friends. 

6) Quarterly Newsletter 

Other clubs don’t have this 

amount of  interaction with 
alumni and parents of  play-
ers. Through this and past 
editions you can see what is 
going on with this club and 
its rich history. Other club’s 
have lost their history since it 
was never written and saved. 

7) International Tours 

The club has gone on a inter-
national tours on every odd 
year since 1977. It started be-
fore the internet and when 
overseas phone calls cost a 
fortune. You need to have 
friends on the ground in for-
eign countries to organize a 
quality tour. The Jayhawks 
have those connections to 
the world and they continue 
to grow. The Jayhawks are 
now “worldwide”. 

8) Alumni 

There are literally hundreds 
of  club alumni of  all ages, 
living around the world. All 
the above things play to-
gether to support the con-
nection to you, our alumni. 
Because of  you, we have 
built this infrastructure. This 
gives the club the ability to 
“crowd fund” things like the 
establishment of  Westwick. 
**** 
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In August, alumni Don “Duck” 
Harris bought a block of tickets 
for a Royals game and chartered a 
party bus to take the group of in-
terested Old Boys from the Over-
land Park Johnny’s to and from the 
stadium. Duck has been organizing 
this event for several years now. 
The Old Boys fly in from far off 
places like Florida just to go.  - If  
you would like to be included in 
the invitation for next year; please 
contact this newsletter and we will 
get you on the list.**** 

Jayhawks junior Ryan Russell has 
had a phenomenal season and re-
mains one of the best 
players on the team. 
We wrote an interview 
with him in the June 
2015 edition of the 
newsletter. Then we 
noted he was an “old 
school” tough (but po-
lite) guy and was just a 
freshman..  
 
This season he contin-
ues to score multiple 
trys in games and from 
any of several positions 
where he has been 
asked to play. He has 
rotated through center, 
# 8, and hooker. It 
really doesn’t matter 
because in the open 
field, he has a terrific 
motor. He scored the 
winning try on Pitts-
burg State in the last 
seconds of the game.  
 

In the MU game he scored twice 
and both were amazing feats of 
second effort. The second try 
was vintage Russell. He carried 
the ball down near the goal and 
was tackled and buried in a 
ruck. He jumped up from that 
ruck and was the player to take 
the ball from the next ruck on 
the goal line, where he plowed 
in for a score from there. 
 
Russell is leaving for Australia for 
his spring semester in the Study 
Abroad Program. He’ll then return 
to the Jayhawks as a senior. **** 
 

Rugby ShortsRugby ShortsRugby ShortsRugby Shorts    
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Starting a year ago, the Jay-
hawks lined up the first XV 
side captain from the Univer-
sity of Essex to spend his en-
tire junior year in Lawrence as 
an enrolled student and thus 
eligible to play in Merit Table 
Matches. In high school he 
played 2nd row/lock on a rep 
side team that went to the 
quarter final round in Eng-
land.  

 

In his first match as a Jay-
hawk, the 6’2” 250 lbs West 
toed the ball on a penalty kick 
40 meters out and rumbled for a try 
which included a spectacular bulldoz-
ing of an opponent (see photo strip 
on next page).  

 

In his second outing he watched a late 
hit on his scrum half and then calmly 
waited for the offending player to 
start to get up. He then walked over 
and put his hand on the player to keep 
him down and told him his fate if it 
happened again. (See insert on next 
page) 

 

The Jayhawks have found Barcley 
West to be everything of the impact 
player in the forwards we had hoped 
for. 

 

1) Where are you from? 

From age 8 on I lived in Bedford 
which is in central England; about a 2-
hour drive north of Essex and Essex 
is on the NE outskirts of London. 

2) Why did you pick Essex as your 
university; was it anything to do 
with you being a good rugby 
player? 

The school’s Exercise Science degree 

includes support of a full year of 
Study Abroad. Most schools don’t 
offer that. I picked the school for edu-
cation reasons and rugby was secon-
dary. 

3) We have a lot of alumni that 
read this newsletter. What would 
you like to do with your Exercise 
Science degree as a career? 

I have been doing some work as a 
sports analyst; filming and breaking 
down games for coaches. The film 
clips break down what the 13-14 year 
old players did right or wrong. I’ve 
also done some coaching of children 
at a nearby private school. My 
“dream job” is to be some sort of 
rugby analyst or coach, anywhere 
in the world. 

4) How did the former Jayhawks 
captain Conor Taft, now with the 
KU Admissions Department find 
you to encourage you to become a 
Jayhawk? 

I was looking around for places to go 
for my year abroad. I was looking into 
schools in Australia when I got an 
email from Conor. I believe he got my 
name from my school. He asked if I’d 

like to come to Kansas to 
study and play rugby. I did-
n’t even know where Kan-
sas was. I did an internet 
search and saw the rugby 
club has a Facebook page 
and that it posts match re-
ports, which was very help-
ful to get a feel for the team. 
- Kansas also has an excel-
lent Exercise Science pro-
gram in my degree.  

5) Contrast studies at Es-
sex versus Kansas. 

They are very different. At 
Essex, you have papers and 

projects that are due only a few times 
a term. At Kansas, they have tests all 
the time. There is more material at 
Kansas and you have to constantly be 
ready for the tests. - When I finish 
here next spring, I’ll go back to Essex 
for my 4th year and write my disserta-
tion for my degree. That paper may be 
about athletic training for middle 
school players; I’m not sure yet. 

6) We would like to have Kansas 
players go to Essex in the Study 
Abroad program. What are some of 
good programs do they offer? 

Sports Science, Psychology, Computer 
Science, History, Philosophy. The just 
built a new Business School facility 
for about $60 million. I know a lot of 
players on the Jayhawks are in the 
business school here. 

7) What is the Essex rugby club 
like? 

It’s a varsity sport, so the school pays 
all operating expenses but we still 
need sponsors. We have 3 sides which 
are first, second, and a third side 
called “cavalier team”. All the univer-
sity teams in England play on 
Wednesdays. At the beginning of the 
year we have trials to be on the team 

Barcley West  - 13 Questions 
The Jayhawks first recruited foreign scholarship player 
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and start with 100 at practice to make 
the 3 sides. As the season goes on, the 
numbers fall to around 50.  - We also 
have co-ed teams that play touch 
rugby, for people who like the sport, 
but not the contact. 

8) There were 2 other foreign play-
ers on the club this fall. Did you 
meet them before the rugby prac-
tices started? 

Yes  - Brent O’Rourke (Australia) 
lives in my dorm at Naismith, so I 
met him immediately. I met Cameron 
Millar at a foreign student function. 
Both had already been told about 
the Jayhawks rugby club by the 
KU Study Abroad staff. Brent 
O’Rourke was already familiar with 
the club, because a student from his 
school Marty Brown had been an 
exchange student playing for the Jay-
hawks in 2015 and had encouraged 
him to play. 

9) What has been your best game 
and rugby experience at Kansas? 

I enjoyed scoring in my first match. I 
felt a lot of pressure on me to per-
form. Getting a try helped. They 
pulled me from the game at the end 
of the first half. Rick Renfro came up 
and shook my hand and said “We 
were worried you might be s*** as a 
player” and we both laughed, which 
was great. - The bus ride home from 
the Missouri game was terrific too. 
We sang songs and had a good time 
like at home. 

10) Contrast English rugby to the 
American rugby you have played. 

English rugby is fast, but Ameri-
cans run more and focus on ath-
letics. The English players just 
know where to be and don’t 
have to run around so much. 
American player make hard 
tackles a point of emphasis. That 
may come from football. I get 
more bruised up in an American 
game. There is a bigger emphasis 
on player size in America. 

11) Are you having fun here? 

Oh yes. The people here are 
very friendly. My accent is something 
of interest to them, too. I have people 
come over to talk to me after they 
hear me speak. - Kansas has a famous 
basketball team that is even known at 
home. I have gone to some games and 
that is very fun. I look forward to the 
Big XII season to start. 

12) Do you have anything to say to 
the Jayhawks alumni that read this 
newsletter? 

During my first week here, Rick 
Renfro took my around to your club 
house above Johnny’s. It was amazing 
to see a club like this had so much 
history. I saw all the clubs you had 
played around the world. In fact, you 
played my home club Bedford Ath-
letic on one of your early tours. I 
though wow, I come all the way 
around the world and these guys have 
played my club. 

13) Centuries ago, English settlers 
came to America and nearly 
starved to death. When they lived 
through their first year, they had a 
feast to celebrate their survival. We 
celebrate Thanksgiving in a couple 
of weeks. - It would be bad to be in 
a dorm. Do you have plans? 

I was offered to come to Rick 
Renfro’s house and some other peo-
ple like Griffin Hastings have made 
similar offers. I am going to go home 
with my roommate from my dorm to 
Kansas City Missouri to eat until I 
explode and drink too much. **** 
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An Open Letter to the KU Rugby Players,An Open Letter to the KU Rugby Players,An Open Letter to the KU Rugby Players,An Open Letter to the KU Rugby Players,    
 

   I was given the opportunity help coach the KU Rugby club in January 2015 courtesy of 
Head Coach Matt Swartz, CEO Doug McCauley, assistant Jason Williams and all-everything 
Rick Renfro. I have had a great time getting back involved in rugby again. We have 30 -50 
players this season which is the largest group of players that we have had in the last 5-7 
years. We have a great group of players, some who are better than they are aware of and 
some who are not quite as knowledgeable as they may think.  

 

    We have the potential to have a very good club again but we need the commitment 
from these 30-50 guys to make this happen. I am confident that this group and the play-
ers they recruit we will be able to grow to a much larger roster and increase our ability to 
be successful.  For us to be successful and competitive we need the players to commit to 
being at practice and working hard when we practice.  

 

   With all the resources we have available, the University, the fields and the Alumni sup-   With all the resources we have available, the University, the fields and the Alumni sup-   With all the resources we have available, the University, the fields and the Alumni sup-   With all the resources we have available, the University, the fields and the Alumni sup-
port, we could become a powerhouse in the Midwest.port, we could become a powerhouse in the Midwest.port, we could become a powerhouse in the Midwest.port, we could become a powerhouse in the Midwest. We currently have a roster of 50 
players who have attended practice during the last month of the season and looking for-
ward to seeing them next spring so we can continue to make progress. I would like to see 
the players make a commitment to each other and make sure they and their teammates 
attend practice and choose to work hard and have fun. Rugby is a tough game and people 
need to realize that and put in the proper effort to be successful. The current club we 
have has the potential to be very good and a successful team. I am confident this group of 
players has the drive and commitment towards Rugby to make these things happen 

  

   I know that if we can put a competitive team on the field every week the support from 
both the University and Alumni will grow in relation to the success of the club. People like 
to be associated with successful programs and I am confident that we have a group of 
players to get us there.  

 

   The coaching staff is looking forward to seeing all the current players along with the re-
cruits they can bring to practice this spring. Thanks for all your effort and looking forward 
to stepping it up a notch. 

 

                                                                                                                            Louie RiedererLouie RiedererLouie RiedererLouie Riederer    
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Photos and Comments From This Fall 

Arnold Dinh - Center and wing  - The nicest guy off the field and a phenomenal force on it.  
The student ex-marine was a scoring machine. He scored 3 trys in several games. He beats people 
with power, or speed, or moves, and increasingly with crafty understanding of the game.  - Above 
left he shows the power of his stiff arm on the run as he levitates an opponent. 

Daniel Olajiga 
The muscular 5’10” 
220 lbs center went 
to high school in 
London and learned 
to play rugby. We’ve 
seen YouTubes of 
him dunking a bas-
ketball.  His oppo-
site numbers know 
they are in for a long 
day.  - Pictured here 
as he finishes shed-
ding 2 opponents 
that had just hit him 
and bounced off. 
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Jack Dienst  - Team captain - played inside center and was strong on defense and scoring. 

 

Some players who showed tremendous growth:  

(clockwise from above) 

Carrim-Jamal Browne (wing) 

Jason Fu (scrumhalf) 

Spencer Bird (prop) 


