
 

Kansas  Jayhawks Rugby Footbal l  Club 

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni rugby 
players of the Kansas Jayhawks 
Rugby Football Club, its current 
players,  parents of players, 
prospective athletes considering 
us, and interested 3rd parties 
such as sponsors. 
 

These issues chronicle both 
interesting parts of the club’s 
57 YEAR history and inform 
the readers about the club’s 
current status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement and 
not replace the information on 
the club’s website  

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

Official Club Email: 

KansasRugby@gmail.com 
 

The club also has actively  

managed information on: 
 

Facebook: (Kansas Jayhawks 
Rugby Football Club) 
 

Instagram: 

@jayhawkrugby 
 

 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 
www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

P.O. Box 1182 
Lawrence, KS  66044 

August,  2021  

FALL EDITION 

Jayhawks Re-Boot  
and are GOING PLACES 

Also... Westwick 
(We are building) 

 

We need your help. 

The New EVERYTHING 



 

WHAT’S GOING ON 
 

Our first game of the season will be on the road 
against the “ranked” Indiana Hoosiers. They were 
the Big Ten conference champion in the last season 
played.  - An EXPLOSIVE way to start a year! - We 
are raising money and need $8,000. -  A lot of alumni 
have asked for a “big-boy schedule”. Please help. 

 

Our Heart of America Conference expanded to 10-
teams, adding Minnesota and Arkansas. We will host 
the Conference playoffs in November. We will also 
host a Conference All-Star match later in November. 

 

Westwick is getting exciting changes to enhance  
playing and attending games. We are building. You 
need to come to some home games and see it. 

 

Its back… The Alumni Weekend. Lots of events. Our 
game will be against Missouri. It will be epic! 

 

If a player or their family & friends make an advance 
order, our club photographer Griff Hastings will col-
lect game photos of your player all year and make a 
YEAR BOOK of your player’s photos! 

 

Join us on a Party Bus and see the NY Yankees in an 
afternoon game Wednesday August 11. - It’s a fun, 
fund raiser.  - The event is the “Paul King Memorial 
at the K”, named for the late Jayhawk who was a two-
time college All-American at two different backfield 
positions.   
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Bus to IndianaBus to IndianaBus to IndianaBus to Indiana 

Fall Schedule 

New Conference Format 

 

Alumni Weekend 9-25-21 

 

Royals 8-11-21 
A Fund Raiser remembering a “Great” 

(2 time All - American Paul King) 

WestwickWestwickWestwickWestwick    

ChangesChangesChangesChanges    

Order a  

Private Yearbook 
 for your player 



 

It’s a goal of  the KJRFC to be 
Nationally Ranked and be in 
the National Playoffs. 

 

You do this by playing a tough 
schedule. 

 

This will be a two-year, home & 
away pair of  games with Big 10 
Powerhouse, Indiana. 

Donate! 
Trip Planned for  

Labor Day Weekend 
 

“Crowd Fund” a 

Tax Deductible Gift 

Target:  $8,000 
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Jayhawks 
Fall 2021 Schedule 

See next page for more discussion of  schedule. 

Highlighted matches qualify to National Playoffs. 



 

The Heart of America conference now has 10 college 
teams, separated into a North and South Division. 
The teams in each division play each other in an offi-
cial “Merit Table” match in a round-robin once a year. 
That makes incidental meetings other than the Merit 
Table match inconsequential. 

 To determine the league’s winner, they have 
adopted the world-wide rugby union’s “Bonus Point 
System” which is as follows: 

4 points for winning a match 

2 points for drawing a match 

0 points for losing a match 

1 losing bonus point for losing by 7 points (or fewer) 

1 try bonus point for scoring 4 tries (or more) 

-4 points deducted against a team that forfeits a match 

 In this system, winning teams get 4 or 5 points; draw-
ing teams 2 or 3 points; and losing teams 0, 1, or 2 
points. 

Maximum points awarded in a win is 5 points. 

The Jayhawks South Division has us playing  Ar-
kansas, Kansas State, Missouri, and Oklahoma 
State. 

So in our Division of 5 teams, if we win all 4 of our 
round-robin matches and score 4 or more tries in 
each, then we get a maximum 4 x 5 points or 20 
points. Our goal is to be closer to that perfect 
score of 20, than any of our Conference rivals. The 
team that gets closest to 20 points will therefore 
be our Division champion. 

So the Jayhawks will target to… (A) win all their 
Merit Table matches, (B) scored 4 or more tries in 
each match, and (C) beat all their opponents by 
more than 7 points. 

Regarding matches on November 6 & 7: 

After the Division rankings get sorted out by the 
end of the season’s round robin matches, there 
will be a Heart of America Tournament at West-
wick. 

North 1 vs South 2 

North 2 vs South 1 

Then winners will meet the next day. 

That ultimate winner is eligible for the 
College Division 1AA National Playoffs. 

The remainder of the Conference will also play in 
the same format on Saturday and a winners game 
Sunday. 

North 3 vs South 4 

North 4 vs South 3 

The 5th place Division teams will play Saturday 
only. 

Regarding the later November 20 match: 

Teams made up of the Selected All-Star players of 
the North and South Divisions will play each 
other. 

Here are the member clubs of the two divisions: 

 

 

Making The National Playoffs 

NORTH 

Iowa 

Iowa State 

Minnesota 

Nebraska 

Truman State 

SOUTH 

Arkansas 

Kansas 

Kansas State 

Missouri 

Oklahoma State 



 

Westwick Construction 
 

Above is the Changing Room / Storage Building 

 Estimated cost $65,000 

 

Below the are the Flush Toilets 

 Estimated cost $20,000 

 

Service Road, Site Pads, and Remedial Field Drainage 

 Estimated cost $25,000 

 

We have a construction budget committed of $130,000. Work to be 
underway by Alumni Weekend and COMPLETED by November. 

(Continued on next page) 



 

Westwick (Continued) 
This is a long-time coming.  

 

We have been changing clothes 
behind cars for 25 years. The toilet 
facilities have been portables. 

 

Previously when the players came 
to practice, they parked their cars 
on the west side of the complex 
and had to hump themselves and 
training equipment all the way 
across to the practice field on the 
far east side. 

 

The field drainage deteriorated 
from its original state and pools of 
water have stood beyond the side-
lines in the ditches along the base 
of the big, central berm. 

 

All that is now getting fixed. 

 

Changing Rooms 

This building will have 3 rooms. 
There will be two changing rooms 
to accommodate home and visitor 
teams. It will have a larger, 3rd 
room with a roll-up door that will 
allow secure storage for our field 
maintenance & training equipment, 
extending  that equipment’s life. 

 

Road and Drainage 

Players will now park their cars on 
the north side of the pitches and 
leave the west parking lot to fans.  
On training nights, the Jayhawks 
will be close to the changing room 
and hauling the equipment from 
storage to field will be a short task. 

 

The drainage ditches around the 
pitches will be dredged and re-
sloped. That will eliminate puddles 
that caught game balls and forced 
players and fans to detour. 

Flush Toilets 

We have needed these for 25 years. 
We want girlfriends, wives, and 
mothers to want to attend games 
and having a Spartan porta-potty 
has been a real setback. The 
county wants real flush toilets, too. 

 

So now its about “MONEY”. 
 

Rick Renfro and Louie Riederer 
have donated $50,000 lump sum 
EACH, to get this ball rolling. 

 

We are seeking a panel of 
alumni to donate another 
$100,000 for the coming years of 
maintenance and to allow con-
tinued improvements to the fa-
cilities. Ideally this would be 10 
donors of $10,000 each, which 
could be a lump sum or a pledge to 
give $2,000/year for 5 years. We 
already have several of these do-
nors lined up, but are hoping the 
readership of the Newsletter will 
find more. (Contact Rick Renfro) 

The trick is that we want to have 
this support without cannibalizing  

the existing support for the general 
Westwick maintenance and team 
support. 

 

What’s Next? 

 

Immediately, the Jayhawks will be 
in a better position to host bigger 
rugby events, such as National 
Playoffs and regional tournaments.  
This raises our profile, helping re-
cruiting and events that will pay a 
“gate”. 

 

We want our sidelines to be filled 
with fans at all our home games. 
We are planning to make coming 
to a game even more entertaining. 
You will see some of that “game 
experience” stuff at the September 
Alumni Weekend. **** 
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of complexof complexof complexof complex    



 

Tell us you are coming, so we can get a head count. 

• For the banquet planning:  

 Send an email to: matthew.schwartz10@gmail.com 

 Title the email “Banquet”, tell us your name and how  many  will 
 be in your reservation (i.e. 1 or 2) 

• For the 1:00 tee time golf  at Alvamar: 

Send an email to: louie@johnnystavern.com 



 



 

Come to the ... 

Royals Game !!! 

 

New York Yankees 

Wednesday, August 11 at 1:10 PM 

This is the “Paul King Memorial at the K” 
 

 

 

Ride with your rugby alums on a chartered bus.  

Noon Departure from Johnny’s Tavern (95th & Antioch, Overland Park KS) 

$100 per seat — Pay at Johnny’s 

Reserve your spot by sending an email to:Reserve your spot by sending an email to:Reserve your spot by sending an email to:Reserve your spot by sending an email to:    
Don Harris    dharris@rewmaterials.com 

Louie Riederer louie@johnnystavern.com 



 

Who Runs the Rugby Club ? 

The “org” is made up of 3 major entities: 

 

The Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club “KJRFC” is the rugby club and has 
operated similarly since its founding with 
student players as officers. It is now 
headed by a “Managing Director”. 

 

The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc. 
“KRF” is the 501(c)3 charity founded 25 
years ago to develop the pitch and now 
also supports the team.  

 

Westwick, LLC  is the entity that owns 
the rugby complex. 

 

A 5-person “Steering Committee” from 
the ranks of KJRFC and KRF was re-
cently formed to offer creative ideas and 
challenges to the 3 major entities. 

 

 

After the June meeting of  the Steering Committee at 
Johnny’s Tavern, KJRFC’s senior captain Chandler 
Owens dropped by to say hello. 

L-R: Andy Stewart, Chandler Owens, Rick Renfro, 
Bob Tucker, and Steve Lange 



 

 

Support your rugby club! 
 

Put it on your credit card. 

 

Go to www.jayhawkrugby.com 

Hit “Donate”. 

It’s a PayPal link directly to our charity account. 

Do you have stocks you 
would like to donate  

BEFORE BEFORE BEFORE BEFORE selling?  

 

You avoid a “capital gains” 
tax and get full credit for 
the current market value! 

 

For more information see 
John Brown’s John Brown’s John Brown’s John Brown’s article in  
past Newsletter #25 (page 
8). 

    

Steve Merdinger Steve Merdinger Steve Merdinger Steve Merdinger has set up 
a nearly zero commission 
KRF trading account to  

receive such a gift. 


