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A SEASON  TO  REMEMBER  
 

YEAR -TO -DATE  THE  JAYHAWKS  ARE  
UNDEFEATED IN  LEAGUE  PLAY  

AFTER  5  OF  7  MATCHES  

COMBINED  SCORE : 232-22 

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 55 YEAR history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 

www.JayhawkRugby.co
m Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

P.O. Box 1182 
Lawrence, KS  66044 

November,  2019  



 

WHAT’S GOING ON 
 

The Jayhawks are back. 

 

This is a REALLY good team, like some of the great 
teams that many of you alumni played with in the past 
eras.  Although they still have 2 league matches in the 
spring, the way they have dispatched their opponents 
so far this fall has been amazing.  

 

What makes this even more impressive is that the club 
graduated about half the team last May and had to re-
load on talent.  

 

Last April’s Newsletter made these observations about 
what would be needed to have a successful team in the 
National Playoffs: 

• Get Tall (we can’t be out-sized in the playoffs) 

• Get Young (need freshman and sophomores to grow 
the program) 

• Get Experienced (players need to stay out several 
years and play together) 

• Get Deep (need redundancy in players in all positions 
to travel well, this means an actively playing 2nd side) 

 

The club accomplished all that with this fall’s team, 
but its far more than the roster. The coaches teach a 
very sophisticated understanding of the way the game 
is to be played and the team is executing.  

 

This Newsletter edition will try to deliver this story to 
you in a slightly different format. Instead of highlight-
ing an individual player and maybe a game or two, we 
will attempt to tell you about this entire fall season as 

an ADVENTURE STORY.  
 

This Newsletter will start with a short article that gives 
some specific credits and then gets on with it.  

    

ResultsResultsResultsResults    
 - See page 3 

    

A Season to RememberA Season to RememberA Season to RememberA Season to Remember 
How it unfolded 

 - See pages 7 - 20 

 

Playoff  Money Needed 
Expensive Travel Ahead 

If  in National Playoffs 
- See page 6 

    

Getting HereGetting HereGetting HereGetting Here    
Where do you start a story? 

 - See Page  4 & 5 

Cover Photo: Scrum during the pivotal game with undefeated University of  Iowa, 
in Iowa City. The entire game was played in the rain and in front of  their sizable 
“Parents Day” crowd. 

Visible are Jayhawks flanker Dillon Hoye and scrumhalf  Harry Richardson. 

Jayhawks won the match 34-0, which gathered national press and another national fea-
ture on Jayhawk flyhalf  Chandler Owens. (See game’s story in this edition.) 



 

2019 Fall Results2019 Fall Results2019 Fall Results2019 Fall Results    

    The Heart of America conference has 8 college teams who 
all play each other in an official “Merit Table” match in a 
round-robin once a year. That makes incidental meetings 
other than the Merit Table match inconsequential. 

 To determine the league’s winner, they have adopted 
the world-wide rugby union’s “Bonus Point System” which 
is as follows: 

4 points for winning a match 

2 points for drawing a match 

0 points for losing a match 

1 losing bonus point for losing by 7 points (or fewer) 

1 try bonus point for scoring 4 tries (or more) 

-4 points deducted against a team that forfeits a match 

 In this system, winning teams get 4 or 5 points; drawing 
teams 2 or 3 points; and losing teams 0, 1, or 2 points. 

Maximum points awarded in a win is 5 points. 

So in our league of 8 teams, if a club wins all 7 of their 
round-robin matches and scores 4 or more tries in 
each, they get a maximum 7 x 5 points or 35 points. 
The team that gets closest to 35 points will therefore 
be our league champion. 

 So far, the Jayhawks have… (A) won all their 
Merit Table matches, (B) scored 4 or more tries in 
each match, and (C) beat all their opponents by 
more than 7 points. 

Our postponed Truman State & Nebraska games will 
be played in early spring. 

The club anticipates an invitation to the National 
Playoffs. - We are therefore starting to build a fund for 
anticipated travel costs. - The club is also submitting a 
bid to USA Rugby to host the first round of the Na-
tional Playoffs at Westwick this spring. 

 



 

 

The Jayhawks do scores of things 
that make the club special. We 
don’t hide them; in fact we write 
about them in the Newsletter. We 
want our players and collective au-
dience to know about them to ap-
preciate the difference of the Jay-
hawks. 

 

Any other club could work to rep-
licate what we do, but behind any 
one of these things is a lot of work 
by somebody or a team of people. 
Sometimes that work took years or 
even generations. - We are also do-
ing new things all the time, so our 
list of “things” is getting ever 
longer. - The club keeps getting 
stronger.   

 

Some things are big and obvious, 
like the existence of the Westwick 
Rugby Complex. Others are more 
subtle, but then you notice them 
and realize their impact, like having 
a photographer* at every game, 
who puts the game shots on Face-
book. 

 

So here I will rattle off some things 
that either happened this season, or 
in its lead up, to make it the great 
season it has been. They are not in 
any sort of order of importance. 

 

A year ago, our entire coaching 
staff went to a professional 

rugby coaching clinic in Colo-
rado. We were the only club who 
sent multiple coaches. They learned 
professional level tactics and prac-
tice management.  

 

Three years ago, the Jayhawks 
hosted a great trio of Study Abroad 
student players from three coun-
tries. Cameron Millar in Scotland 
has stayed tied in with the club. 
Last fall Cameron helped us un-
cover two backfield players at the 
University of Hull who were inter-
ested in studying at KU for their 
junior year. Tom Oliver and 
Harry Richardson joined us this 
fall. It didn’t end there. Tom and 
Harry flew here on the same plane 
with two students from the Univer-
sity of Leeds who were also coming 

to KU for a year. That’s why Tom 
Mitchell and Levi Buckland filled 
out our forwards. 

 

Our big junior Clayton Ginther 
gained us a bonus with his parents, 
Mike & Robin Ginther. They not 
only attend most home and away 
games, they also picked up the 
torch from last year’s Ed Russell 
and started  hosting “Parents’ 
Tailgate Parties” on the Jayhawk 
sidelines on game day. This is a 
great feature that improves the 
game day experience at Westwick. 

 

For the past few years, we have 
chartered a bus to take the entire 
squad to a far-off away game. At 
the beginning of fall, we selected 
the Iowa game. It turned out to be 
the focal-point game of the season. 
Having that bus really paid off. - 
The cost of that bus was totally 
paid for in just a few days with a 
“Crowd Fund” donation drive of 

    

Getting Here 
Where do you start a story? 

* Nearly all the terrific photos in this edition were 
taken by Griff  Hastings of  GTH Images. Griff  is a 
former Jayhawk player and former club CEO. 



 

parents, alumni, and friends 
through out PayPal portal on our 
club’s website  

 

The club’s players have conducted 
a lot of recruiting activities in ad-
vance of this fall. Coaches and 
alumni had a professional recruit-
ing kiosk built for use at KU and 
at HS functions. The kiosk features 
historic photos of the club’s past. 

 

The Jayhawks started their season 
in the summer weeks BEFORE 
the fall semester with morning 
training workouts. These had the 
added benefit of creating a low-key 
introduction for freshman and 
transfer students who were new to 
the club. This allowed them to 
make friends and get comfortable 
with the club’s playing technique. - 
The Jayhawks had their first game 
at the same time most of their 
league competitors were starting 
training.  

 

The Jayhawks’ rugby program can’t 
function without the regular fund-
ing of DONORS like the golf 
group “The Cowboys” and all the 
alumni, parents, and friends who 
have stepped up to donate for a 
series of special projects. We also 
have a number of business spon-
sors. It was just a few years ago 
that the Kansas Rugby Foundation 
(KRF) had zero cash flow. The 
KRF now manages a growing 
budget and are able to help the club 
achieve the various things we list 
here. The fact we have a KRF 

back-stopping the club’s finances, 
allows the club to nimbly make ad-
vance travel reservations and pur-
chase capital improvement items. -  

THANK YOU! 

 

 

Above: Rugby Club’s recruiting Kiosk at “Hawk Day” at the beginning of 
semester where students can see their athletic choices. (L-R) Standing: 
Blake Mitton (captain) and Reid Parsons (recruiting officer).  

On Knee: Levi Buckland (University of Leeds), Harry Richardson & 
Tom Oliver (University of Hull), and Scott Merdinger (president and 
KRF BoD member) 

Right: Two weeks before school 
semester, Coach Andy Stewart 
conducted morning training drills 
with Jayhawks who were available 
in town. - This gave the club a 
huge head start. It also enabled 
new players to make friends on 
the team. 



 

 Jayhawks’  

 Playoff   

 Expenses 
The Jayhawks anticipate being invited to the National College 
Playoffs by USA Rugby. We don’t know where and how far we 
might advance.  

 

The Finals will be on a different date and different location 
than the Quarterfinals and Semifinals round.  

 

To fly a squad of  23 players & coaches, rent vans, and house & 
feed them will cost around $20,000 to $25,000. 

 

The Jayhawks would like to “Crowd Fund” some money into 
the KRF in advance of  this spring to address these needs. 

 

They play the season to win games and make the playoffs.  

Let’s make it possible for them to go. 

 

See the last page of  this Newsletter for instructions on how to 
donate using your credit card. 



 

The Fall Schedule 

Setting up a schedule is an “art 
form”. Rick Renfro got involved to 
structure the order of games, so that 
early on, there would be non-
conferences matches and plenty of 
games for a deep Jayhawk team of 
recruits from practice. The schedule 
concluded with the biggest rivalry 
matches in our league. Home and 
away matches were balanced. 

 

University Central Missouri 

44-7 Jayhawk Win @ Westwick 

A very hot afternoon. The game was 
set up more as a scrimmage so that 
both sides could get their rosters in 
an early game.  

 

The Jayhawks first outing sputtered 
in first part of game and then took 
off as the players got accustomed to 
playing together.  There were so 
many new faces, it was hard to 
monitor who was playing where.  

 

A game highlight was breakaway run 
and diving score by Levi Buckland 
(pictured). We also saw our first 
glimpse of Harry Richardson, 
Tom Oliver, and Chandler 
Owens, who all scored and would 
remain backfield standouts all sea-
son.  

 

Another welcome surprise was the 
great place kicking by the versatile 
Sam Gasporavich. - There will be 
an important game decided by the 
kicker. 

    

A Season to RememberA Season to RememberA Season to RememberA Season to Remember 
How it unfolded 

 

A highlight of the University of Central Missouri game was the flying try 
scored by flanker Levi Buckland. The shot was taken from two angles. 
 

Sadly, the popular Brit was called home before the Iowa game for a fam-
ily medical emergency. The team dedicated the Iowa game to he and his 
family. That Iowa game was pivotal to this fall’s success. 



 

Public Service 

The day after the Central Missouri 
game, Memorial Day Sunday, some 
of the team volunteered to clean up 
the two miles of highway that runs 
past Westwick Rugby Complex. -
That gets the rugby club’s name on 
the highway sign. - Pictured (L-R) 

Reid Parsons, Levi Buckland, Ian 
O’Laughlin, David Noble, Blake 
Mitton, Scott Merdinger, and 
“Little Tom” Tom Mitchell. 

 

Kansas City Rugby Club 

19-33 Jayhawk Loss @ Westwick 

KC RFC shares the same fall 1964 
birthday at the Jayhawks. We are the 
oldest teams in the region and this 
was our 55th anniversary match. KC 
RFC is now a Division 2 Men’s 
team, so is in a completely different 
rugby bracket from the Jayhawks.  

 

Kansas City brought a big roster and 
then the Jayhawks played Washburn  
University with their 2nd side, giving 
the entire Jayhawk roster a game. 

 

Kansas City had a shut out going on 
the Jayhawks at half-time, but the 
Jayhawks battled back in the 2nd half 
to make it a very good game.  

 

The main things accomplished, were 
sifting out players by position and 
getting the Jayhawks game experi-
ence against big, physical opponents. 

 



 

At KC RFC Game.  

Above Left: scrumhalf Harry 
Richardson does his Road Run-
ner “Beep Beep” to score. Full-
back Sam Gasporavich in helmet 
to his outside in support. 

 

Above Right :  wing Scott 
Merdinger breaks a tackle. 

 

The Starting Lineup 
 

Below: A Jayhawk tradition is to withhold the start-
ing lineup until just before game time. Then the 
lineup is announced to the team who is assembled in 
a circle. The players pick up their assigned numbers 
as their teammates cheer and applaud them.  

It’s a stirring thing to watch. 



 

Oklahoma State 

First Merit Table Match 

57-0 Jayhawk Win @ Westwick 

 

This game was a great look at our 
squad. For our developmental 
players, we had a second game 
against a Men’s Club, Nodaway 
RFC, who came down from Iowa. 
Our second team lost to Nodaway 
12-21. 

 

PICTURED 

Top: Sam Gasporavich scores 
from fullback. 

 

Middle: prop Austin Brende car-
ries ball. He’s one our great fresh-
men to watch. He is supported by 
#8 Clayton Ginther (red hat) and   
scrumhalf Harry Richardson. 

 

Bottom: The Jayhawks start a half 
with a kickoff. 

 
 

 

League News 
As the Jayhawks played 
“City” at home, the K-
State Wildcats showed up 
to play their Merit Table at 
Iowa Hawkeyes, 6 hours 
away...with less than 15 
players. 

If  a forfeit is declared, any 
K-State run for a league 
title is pretty much gone 
with a “-4” in match 
points. Its their season’s 
very first match. 



 

Truman State 

Postponed to Spring 

This was to be a Merit Table in 
Kirksville, MO. Their area had 
thunderstorms with lightning all 
day long. They called that morning 
and told the Jayhawks not to 
come. They would not have field 
access. 

 

The Jayhawks gathered at the Up 
& Under above Johnny’s to watch 
the KU football game and then the 
Rugby World Cup. 

 

Nebraska 

Postponed to Spring 

This was to be a Merit Table in 
Lincoln. The club was ready to go. 
However, the club’s travel paper-
work with KU Recreational Ser-
vices needed a revision to go and 
KU didn’t give permission for the 
club travel. By the end of the week, 
the game was agreed to be post-
poned to spring. This allowed refs 
to be reassigned etc. Nebraska has 
access to their indoor football 
field, so an early spring game could 
be played regardless of weather. 

 

Instead of taking the weekend off, 
the Jayhawks formed a crew and 
cleaned up the high-water debris 
on the nature trails around Lake 
Clinton. (Pictured above) 

Iowa State 

Second Merit Table Match 

31-12  Jayhawk Win @Westwick 

This was the first Parents Tailgate 
Party before the match, hosted by 
Clayton Ginther’s parents, Mike 
& Robin. There was a festive 
crowd on the sidelines.  

 

Today would be a BIG MATCH. 
Last fall, the Jayhawks lost a very 
close, high-scoring game @ ISU 
with several lead changes. Both 
ISU and KU were in the National 
Playoffs. The ISU side is young. 

 

The game started horribly for Kan-
sas. Their great flyhalf Chandler 
Owens was “Yellow Carded” out 
10 minutes to the “Sin Bin” in the 
first 5 minutes for his perceived 
reaction to a penalty. In spite of 
being short a player, the Jayhawks 
worked down the field and their 
big 2nd row “Little Tom” 
Mitchell scored. Their other 2nd 
row Isaac Schmidt scored a few 
minutes later. KU was up 14-0 at 
the half.  

 

League News 
The same weekend the 
Jayhawks played Okla-
homa State, the Iowa 
Hawkeyes traveled to play 
their cross-state rival @ 
Iowa State Cyclones in a 
Merit Table match.   

Iowa beat Iowa State 14-
11. 

This changed everything. 
Iowa State was in the Na-
tional Playoffs a few 
months ago and beat the 
Jayhawks last fall. They 
have a young roster. We 
had ISU as the “team to 
beat” this fall. Now its go-
ing to be Iowa. 

As fate would have it, the 
Jayhawks have already 
chartered a bus to play at 
Iowa. Our game will be a 
showdown. 

Jayhawks remove flood debris at Lake Clinton 

League News 
As the Jayhawks did 
cleanup work, their next 
opponent, Iowa State 
traveled to Missouri and 
won 17-10. (A big win.) 



 

In the second half, the Jayhawks 
got a pair of tries from their proto-
type prop, senior Ian O’Laughlin 
who punched in scores from rucks 
close to the goal line. Flyhalf 
Chandler Owens got a long run 
and score from midfield. ISU got 
one of their two tries in the closing 
minutes of the match. 

 

During the 2nd half, ISU’s fastest 
player  broke loose and was sprint-
ing 80 meters down field, but Jay-
hawks’ outside center Ramsey 
Carter caught him from BEHIND 
in the last 10 meters to prevent a 
score. 

 

KU Scrumhalf Harry Richardson 
was elected “Man of the Match” 
for his fine play. 

 

 

Above: KU’s big 2nd row “Little Tom” Mitchell scores the ISU 
games’ opening try, while the Jayhawks are playing a man short. 

Below:  (Jayhawks L-R)  scrumhalf  Harry Richardson, 2nd row Isaac 
Schmidt, inside center  Tom Oliver, 2nd row Tom Mitchell, and out-
side center Ramsey Carter. 



 

 

Wichita Barbarians Division 3 

29-14 Jayhawk Win @ Wichita 

Wichita has a well-established 
Men’s team, that won National Di-
vision 3 a few years ago and was 
then promoted to Division 2, 
where they have consistently gotten 
to the Division’s “Final Four”. 
They have over 80 players and their 
2nd side competes in Division 3.  

 

The Wichita side features big play-
ers. Although the Jayhawks were in 
their Fall Break, they managed to 
travel with most of their big for-
wards. Jayhawks’ big props David 
Noble and Ian O’Laughlin got 
tries in the first half. Score at half 
was 10-14 Wichita. 

 

In the second half, the Jayhawks 
capitalized on the stiff wind and 
got scores from David Noble, fly-
half Chandler Owens, and flanker 
Blake Mitton. 

 

Jayhawk prop Ian O’Laughlin was 
elected “Man of the Match”. The 
senior chemical engineering student 
plans on playing rugby in Wales for 
a year after he graduates in May. 

  

All Photos While Scoring: 
 

Top: Prop Ian O’Laughlin  
 

Middle: Prop David Noble  
 

Left: Flanker  Blake Mitton 



 

 

Third Merit Table Match 

34-0 Jayhawk Win @ Iowa 

This turned out to be the Jayhawks’ 
“Big Match” of the season. As 
fate would have it, the Jayhawks 
had already planned to get a char-
tered bus to make the long, 5-hour 
drive.  But after Iowa had wins 
over K-State, Iowa State, and Ne-
braska, they were 3-0. 
 

The bus was to be loaded from 
Johnny’s parking lot at 6:00 AM, 
but the full bus had to wait 25 min-
utes for a couple of stragglers. 
Those minutes would be missed on 
arrival in Iowa City.  
 

Along the way, the entire team 
mostly slept in the seats. The arrival 
was to be before noon for the 1:00 
match, but our late start, coupled 
with a steady rain in route, and then 
a wrong turn to the field got the 
Jayhawks off the bus at 12:30. So 
the team had only 30 minutes to 
gear up and warm up.  
 

The scene was a big open athletic 
field with bleachers on the far side 
from our bus drop off. A large 
“Parents Day” crowd awaited us, as 
well as the crowd from an unre-
lated men’s club game that was 
soon underway on adjacent field. 
 

The players formed a big circle as 
they do to talk about the game. The 
game was dedicated to  the family 
of teammate Levi Buckland who 
had to return to England that week 
to tend to a family emergency. 

 

The coaches were worried that 
the Jayhawks would be stiff and 
slow from the short warm up after 
a long bus ride. - Instead, the Jay-
hawks quickly pinned the Hawk-
eyes to their own goal line and fly-
half Chandler Owens got a score 
within the first 4 minutes of play. 
Owens got another score 25 min-
utes later. Fullback Sam Gaspo-
ravich kicked a field goal in the 
closing minute of the first half. Vir-
tually the entire first half had been 
played at the Iowa end of the pitch. 
 

In the second half, Gasporavich 
did a quick toe of a penalty kick on 
the Iowa 22 and ran down to the 5. 
Flanker Blake Mitton took the ball 
from the ruck and scored. 
 

In the game’s last 5 minutes, Iowa 
had a player ejected for laying out 

Chandler Owens right after he 
punted the ball. 
 

The Jayhawks pushed the Hawk-
eyes off a scrum. #8 Isaac 
Schmidt picked the ball up from 
his feet and ran around the left side 
of the scrum for a score. Then in-
side center Tom Oliver scored 
from 30 meters out. 
 

The biggest observation of the 
game was the crushing Jayhawk 
defense. When Iowa had the ball, 
the Jayhawks swarmed them and 
the ball retreated into Iowa terri-
tory. 

 

“Man of the Match” was voted 
flanker, captain Blake Mitton.  

 

 

IOWA 

Chartering a Bus 
 

The $3,000 cost of  the bus charter was covered by 
alumni, parents, sponsors, and friends in a only a few 
days with a “Crowd Fund” request on the club’s Face-
book page. THANK YOU! - This is one of  those 
many things that makes the Jayhawks such a great 
college club. 



 

There were several non-rugby 
observations, too. In the second 
side game that followed, two Jay-
hawk freshman players were in-
jured. It was the day’s only injuries. 
One had a broken nose and the 
other broke his ankle. The first side 
players swarmed to take care of the 
younger players. The boy with the 
ankle was Andrew Bartosz, an 
engineering student from Chicago. 
An upper classman picked him up 
in his arms and carried him to the 
sidelines bleachers. The other 
players took off their own 
jackets to pile over him to 
warm him and keep him from 
the rain as the trainer 
wrapped and iced his ankle. 
An Iowa player got an SUV, 
he was loaded in and senior 
Ian O’Laughlin sat with 
Bartosz as they took him to 
the bus. He was loaded in and 
his teammates went and got 
him a plate of food from the 
post game picnic underway. - 
The point was; the team 
looked after Bartosz like he 
was everybody's kid 
brother. 
 

The other thing observed was 
the way the team stayed to 
totally clean up their side-
lines. After a game there are 
spent water bottles and blue 
bottle caps, balls of discarded 
athletic tape, and various 
food wrappers. The players 
didn’t go to the food line un-
til the sidelines had every-
thing cleaned up and in the 
trash cans. It was like the 
players had never had a game. 
- Nobody had to order this 
done. They just did it.  
 

The 5-hour bus ride home 
was nuts. The team had a big 
win, in a big season. 

Goff Rugby Report covers college 
and high school rugby nation-wide. 
On the Monday following the 
game, the feature story was 
“Shutout Win Launches Kansas 
to HOA Top”. The article had 3 
game photos of Kansas players. 
 

Two days later Goff Rugby Re-
port ranked the Division 1AA col-
lege teams and the article’s photo 
was Jayhawk Chandler Owens 
diving for a try in the game. 

(Kansas moved from #27 to #18 
in article.) The same day, Goff had 
an article titled “Division 1 Col-
lege Gamebreakers Oct 18-19”. 
There were about 20 players listed 
in all of Divison 1A and 1AA col-
lege rugby, but only 3 pictured. 
One was Owens.   
 

Below Top: Chandler Owens 

Below Bottom: KU’s defense  

 



 

Missouri - “Border War” Game 

Fourth Merit Table Match 

41-10 Jayhawk Win @ Westwick 
 

This was “Parents Weekend” and 
it was full of activities orchestrated 
by Mike and Robin Ginther, par-
ents of KU’s big forward Clayton 
Ginther. 
 

It started Friday night with a “meet 
& greet” dinner mixer of players 
and their parents at Johnny’s West. 
The parents bought the dinners of 
players who did NOT have their 
folks in attendance, so nobody felt 
left out. - The Parents learned a 
brief overview of the rugby club’s 
55 year history. “Jayhawk Rugby 
Supporter” tee shirts were sold to 
parents for the game the next day. 
 

Saturday morning, the club started 
the day by supporting a fund raiser 
pancake feed for the Lawrence 
Professional Firefighters Chari-
table  Foundation at the local 
Freddy’s Frozen Custard. The 
proceeds went to Project Warmth 
that bought winter coats for chil-
dren. 

The parents had a big tent at West-
wick and had a party an hour be-
fore the kickoff that featured a 
Bloody Mary bar and chili with fix-
ings. - Large photos of players were 
available for sale to the parents 
from GTH Images. 

 

For the Border War Game, the 
weather was a perfect 60 degrees 
with no wind. The crowd was full 
of parents and alumni. The Jay-
hawks did not manage the ball well 
in receiving the opening kickoff, so 
the Tigers took advantage of a pen-
alty kick close the Kansas goal line 
and kicked a field goal to get on the 
board 3-0. 

 

Then the Jayhawks took control of 
field position and starting 2 min-
utes later had scores from scrum-
half Harry Richardson, prop Ian 
O’Laughlin, and hooker Andrew 
Schmidt. It was 22-3 Kansas.  

 

As the first half minutes ticked 
down, the Missouri tempers started 
to flare. A Tiger was sent off for 10 
minutes and 2 minutes later Jay-

hawks’ outside center Ramsey 
Carter left the game with a cut 
forehead. 
 

The second half continued the Jay-
hawks’ pace with a score in the first 
3 minutes from flanker Blake Mit-
ton, followed by scores by 2nd row 
Tom Mitchell, and wing Cole 
Williams. Missouri didn’t get their 
lone try until 24 minutes into the 
second half. 
 

The last 15 minutes of the match 
featured Yellow Cards to a Tiger 
and a Jayhawk, making both sides 
play a man short and another Yel-
low Card to the Jayhawks in the 
final minute when the Jayhawks 
were pounding the Missouri goal 
line. 

 

After the match, the players and 
parents retired to the Jayhawks 
Club House above Johnny’s to see 
the club’s historical memorabilia.  

 

California native Joshua Mengell 
was voted “Man of the Match”. 
He plays #8 and flanker. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Top Left: (L-R) John Mengell, Harry Richardson, 
Dillon Hoye, Tom Mitchell, Isaac Schmidt, Blake 
Mitton, Ian O’Laughlin, Andrew Schmidt, and 
Clayton Ginther.  
 

Top Right: Reid Parson, Tom Oliver, Ramsey 
Carter, and Cole Williams. Note parents bar in back-
ground. 
 

Middle Left: #8 Josh Mengell 

Middle Right: wing Cole Williams supported by 
#9 Harry Richardson 

 

Bottom Left: #13 Ramsey Carter, supported by 
Tom Oliver. 

 

Bottom Right: #4 Isaac Schmidt, supported by 
Josh Mengell, Tom Oliver, and Ian O’Laughlin. 

 



 

Kansas State 

The “Sunflower Showdown” 

Fifth Merit Table Match 

69-0 Jayhawk Win @ Westwick 

 

It was very cold 40 degree day with 
a stiff breeze blowing sideways 
across the field. Jayhawk alums Pat 
Roberts (twice Kernow Cup win-
ner) and John Brooks addressed 
the warmed up team right before 
kickoff.  (Picture to right) 

 

They spoke of the legacy of be-
ing a Jayhawk rugby player and 
the team logo on their uniform. 

 

They spoke of their late friend 
Paul King, who as a Jayhawk was 
twice an All-American and at two 
different backfield positions. The 
team donned black arm bands 
in King’s memory and dedicated 
the game to King. 

 

The juiced-up Jayhawk team hit 
the Wildcats hard and never let 
up. 

1 minute - flanker BLAKE MIT-
TON poached a pass 10 meters 
out. Scoring by upright. Fly half 
SAM GASPORAVICH good. 

5 minutes - #8 CLAYTON GIN-
THER in left corner off a 5 meter 
lineout. 

10  minutes  -  #4 ISAAC 
SCHMIDT in left corner off 5 
meter line out. 

18 minutes - #12 TOM OLIVER 
by right post off a 5 meter scrum. 

27 minutes - #10 SAM GAS-
PAROVICH by left post off a 5 
meter scrum. 

31 minutes - #12 TOM OLIVER 
from 40 meters out through posts. 

37 minutes - wing MAREK DU-
JAKOVICH picked a pass 20 me-
ters from his own goal line and 
streaked length 80 meters to score 
mid right. He got caught in last me-
ter, but still carried in. 

Half-Time SCORE 45-0 Jay-
hawks 

4 minutes - #13 REID PAR-
SONS off great pass from TOM 
OLIVER, scoring mid right. 

20 minutes - #2 ANDREW 
SCHMIDT off a pass from 
BLAKE MITTON from 20 me-
ters out by left post. 

25 minutes - wing COLE WIL-
LIAMS from 30 meters out in 
right corner. 

38 minutes - wing DEVON 
MYERS from pass from SAM 
GASPORAVICH from 30 out in 
right corner. 

Final SCORE 69-0 JAYHAWKS 

The team voted the Schmidt 
Brothers, Isaac (2nd row) and An-
drew (hooker) as “Man of the 
Match”. They both scored. 
(Pictured below) 



 

 Jayhawk Backs (L-R); Cole Williams, Marek Dujakovich, Sam Gasporavich,  

 Scott Merdinger, Tom Oliver, Harry Richardson, and Reid Parsons. 

Tom Oliver, with 
hands  big enough 
to palm the ball. 

“Little” Tom Mitchell, the Jayhawks’ giant in 
the forwards. He’s also one of the best tacklers. 



 

 

 

All in progress of  a score. 

 

Clockwise from top left:  

Reid Parsons,  

Clayton Ginther,  

Andrew Schmidt,  

Marek Dujakovich,  

and Cole Williams. 



 

Epilogue: 
 
Per the opening comments of  this newsletter 
edition, the club has a clear vision about how to 
get results like was seen this season. 

 

We achieve these results by executing that clear 
vision. At the player level, its staying dedicated 
to training, practice, and games, as well as keep-
ing teammates dedicated. - For alumni & friends, 
its all the tasks done every year by literally a hun-
dred. 

 

The Jayhawks have a unique organization that is 
multi-generational. That organization is our big-
gest asset and the hardest thing for others to try 
to duplicate. 

 

THANK YOU for being part of  the Jayhawks. 
 



 

 

Support your rugby club! 
 

Put it on your credit card. 

 

Go to www.jayhawkrugby.com 

Hit “Donate”. 

It’s a PayPal link directly to our charity account. 


