
 

Kansas  Jayhawks Rugby Footbal l  Club 

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 56 YEAR history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 
www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

P.O. Box 1182 
Lawrence, KS  66044 

August,  2020  

Jayhawk Rugby Scholars 

Players with a 3.50 GPA or BETTER 

 Isaac Schmidt Caleb Moore Sam Gasparovich 

Marek Dujakovich Cole Williams Scott Merdinger 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 
 

There has never been a fall season for the Jayhawks that 
had so much unresolved. Last spring the Jayhawks were in 
stride to enter the National Playoffs and had a terrific ros-
ter to advance. Then the entire sport abruptly called off 
matches world-wide due to the Pandemic. Would the 
sport be played this fall? Would KU even have classes? - 
Then USA Rugby reorganized under bankruptcy, partially 
because of the financial disruption of the Pandemic. - So 
in this edition we address “WHAT’S NEW”; and that is 
plenty. 

 

Our feature article “Making the Grade”, highlights that 
Jayhawk rugby players are smart young men who apply 
themselves in everything. This is a point we emphasize to 
parents and students. - Playing rugby at Kansas is NOT a 
distraction, it’s in fact an enhancement to your college 
experience. If you read the many prior Newsletter inter-
views with past Jayhawk players, they all said their in-
volvement with the rugby club was a highlight of going to 
KU and it paid off their entire working lives. 

 

With all the many items in flux, we provide an overview 
of the coming school year; both the Fall Season and what 
is to possibly come in the Spring. 

 

What you should conclude: 

♦ This is happening to all sports and not just Jayhawks. 

♦ The Jayhawks are working to come out of this 
stronger than other clubs. 

Fall Schedule Cancelled 
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Making the Grade 
Jayhawks’ Quest for  

USA Rugby Academic Honor Roll 
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 COVER PHOTO  

 Making the Grade 
 

Rugby players show that participation in the club 
is hardly a distraction from making good grades.  
 

All these players have a 3.50 GPA or higher. 
 

We salute players on the USA Rugby Collegiate 
Academic Honor Roll.   
 

See story on page 8. 
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Jayhawks Fall Schedule Cancelled 



 

Jayhawks & College RugbyJayhawks & College RugbyJayhawks & College RugbyJayhawks & College Rugby    
USA Rugby’s Reorganization USA Rugby’s Reorganization USA Rugby’s Reorganization USA Rugby’s Reorganization     

Since Bankruptcy Last SpringSince Bankruptcy Last SpringSince Bankruptcy Last SpringSince Bankruptcy Last Spring    

USA Rugby declared Chapter 11 Bankruptcy on 
March 30. Some national-level business deals went 
sour and the org has been mired in litigation over 
funds. The final straw was the Pandemic which 
cancelled potential revenues from a number of 
events and programs. 

 

 Prior to the bankruptcy, the entire domestic rugby org 
was under USA Rugby and that meant a cross-over of 
finances throughout the sport. This summer has seen 
the major stakeholder groups jockey for a place in the 
new environment. There were numerous issues within 
these groups, but all sought (1) more financial inde-
pendence from USA Rugby and (2) more focus on is-
sues affecting their own group. 

 

 Stakeholder Groups: 

♦ Youth & High School 
♦ College (Men & Women) 
♦ Senior Club (Adult Men & Women) 
♦ High Performance Teams (i.e. Select Sides, Eagles, 

15’s & 7’s, Men & Women) 

 

Issues: 

♦ Access to referees 
♦ Who to govern your group 
♦ Dues structure & amount to pay to USA Rugby 
♦ Insurance provider & premium cost 
♦ Organization structure and where is admin staff 
♦ Approval for non-conference games 
♦ Approval for tours into & out of USA 
♦ Playoffs 

  

Complexity of College Rugby: 

♦ What is the official season for 15’s? Some parts of 
the country play in the fall and have their playoff 
over winter. The Jayhawks and many teams in the 
central USA play a split fall/spring season. 

 
♦ Division 1 has many varsity teams with scholar-

ships and school subsidy of operations. Most other 
division teams like the Jayhawks are club sports. 

 

♦ College rugby teams are heavily influenced by their 
school’s athletic organizations and NCAA. 

 
♦ Several college groups have emerged and they are 

negotiating for the shape of their relationship with 
USA Rugby on all the “Issues” that are listed 
above. 

  

Here is how the Jayhawks fit into the domestic 
rugby scene: 

♦ Jayhawks will continue to have their traditional ri-
valries within the Heart of America CR (college 
rugby). 

 
♦ That group of traditional college rivals is expanded 

by 2 more teams to a total of 10 schools: 

Kansas   Iowa State 

Missouri  Iowa 

Kansas State  Truman State 

Oklahoma State Nebraska 

Arkansas*  Minnesota* 

* New Members 

 
♦ Format of play is that the 10 teams will be split 

into a northern and southern group of 5 teams. 
Each group will play a round robin schedule. The 
Jayhawks will be in the southern group, playing K-
State, MU, OSU, and Arkansas. The 2 top teams 
(match point system) from each group will then 
meet in a tournament with #1 vs #4, and #2 vs 
#3. Winners play each other the next day. Ultimate 
champion is eligible for National Playoffs. – All 
the other teams may meet in a similar post season 
ladder tournament, which will rank the entire con-
ference down to the bottom 2 teams in the 10 
team conference. 

 
♦ The Heart of America CR will remain in the Mid-

America GU (general union), which covers all 
rugby in all age groups in a territory that generally 
includes Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, South Da-
kota, Iowa, Oklahoma and Arkansas. Note that 
some of the teams in the Heart of America CR are 



 

NOT in Mid-America GU, so we have overlaps in 
our conference territory.  

 

♦ Some college rugby groups around the country 
have explored separate silo conferences of teams 
that are independent of USA Rugby. But because 
of the complexity of the above “Issues”, the Jay-
hawks, Heart of America CR, and Mid-America 
GU all elected to stay in the traditional relationship 
with USA Rugby and negotiate the costs and scope 
of dues, insurance, and administrative staff sup-
port. – The situation of college rugby’s national 
organization structure is still unsettled as of August 
5. **** 

                                                    

for you reading this Newsletter to Page 5.for you reading this Newsletter to Page 5.for you reading this Newsletter to Page 5.for you reading this Newsletter to Page 5. 

 

 

Would you like to know how the Jayhawks can 
teach advanced rugby and recruit high school players 

during a COVID shut down? 

 

We will share some of our Jayhawk Jayhawk Jayhawk Jayhawk coaching magiccoaching magiccoaching magiccoaching magic.  
Highlight and “copy”  this web address into your web browser. 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/DJ3NT0Uj-Wo  



 

The Way Forward 
Comments on Season Ahead 

By Jon Lofthouse (Spring 2020 KU Grad) 

Five months with no rugby and, if 
we're fortunate, we're just getting to 
the halfway point. There is no fall 
schedule. KJRFC currently cannot 
practice with communal equip-
ment, including rugby balls. As a 
national organization, USA Rugby 
provides flexibility in their stage 
three guidelines for clubs that can 
play sooner than others. KJRFC 
has decided to restrict rugby activi-
ties while in stage three to virtual 
training sessions and groups of 
smaller than 15 for physical training 
in order to protect players and the 
future of the club. Ruggers know 
that the future is bleak when you're 
prevented from playing the sport 
that you love, or even practicing  it 
with your mates. 
 

 Many more days will pass before 
the boys will be back on the pitch, 
or even playing a humble game of 
touch, yet ruggers know that the 80 
minutes between the whistles are 
just a small part of the great game 
of rugby. This season the matches, 
the practices, the in-person socials, 
and the camaraderie will all have to 
be replaced by the drive, the initia-
tive, the self-discipline, and the 
hunger to get up from the ruck that 
is called COVID-19, punch the 
ground that is quarantine, and to 
get back to our feet as ruggers, a 
competitive college side, a club, a 
sport, and as a nation. Under the 
leadership of Coaches Matt 
Schwartz and Andy Stewart, 
KJRFC will persevere through the 
fall season, albeit in a nontradi-

tional fashion. Collegiate and Club 
men will emerge, thirsty for victory 
and domination. 
 

 Jayhawks tactics for this fall in-
clude several methods to edu-
cate, train, and empower new 
and returning players:  

• Tactical and gameplay instruc-
tion, as well as film sessions via 
Zoom conference as described in 
the interview  with Coach Andy. 
(See “Bonus” on this Newsletter’s 
page 5) 

• Physical training sessions in 
groups of 15, appropriately spaced, 
will condition ruggers to move and 
think quickly, communicate effec-
tively, and build stamina and men-
tal toughness . 

• Tools, methods, and encour-
agement to perform individual 
physical, cardio, and speed training, 
as well as ball handling drills . 

• Socials via Zoom?...  

 Unfortunately, due to carpooling 
restrictions and social distancing, 
Coach Matt does not expect West-
wick will be used much at all in this 
fall season. This may be a blessing 
in disguise, as the fields are recov-
ering from the last game played 
there, a bloody 69-0 victory over 
K-State in Fall 2019 . (KU Humor) 
As a result, KJRFC practice activi-
ties will probably be conducted at 
Shenk Field  (23rd & Iowa), the 
KU Central Field  (turf at 19th & 
Ousdahl), and elsewhere around 
campus. These close-by locations 
allow students to walk, run, or bike 

to practice, which minimizes trans-
portation roadblocks. This also en-
courages new membership, as new 
and returning KU students will be 
more likely to venture into open-air 
spaces and will be much more 
likely to see the practices. 
 

 It is important to note that our 
opponents have their own rules, 
restrictions, and phase plans, so 
reopening KJRFC and restarting 
the season later this fall or some 
time in 2021 does not solely de-
pend upon Lawrence, Kansas, 
KJRFC, Heart of America, or the 
Mid-America Rugby Football Un-
ion. Rather, is it a conglomeration 
of all these organizations and geo-
graphic regions.  
(continued next page) 
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If the pandemic has passed, and 
all applicable parties are operat-
ing in the required phase, here is 
the expectation moving forward: 

• Phase 4: Balls back! No con-
tact training, but this does open 
training opportunities for coaches 
and players alike. Meetings held via 
Zoom, temperature checks and 
critical questions about travel, 
symptoms, etc. before each prac-
tice, with increased precautions for 
cleanliness and no shared drinking 
containers. 

• Phase 5: Contact! Regular 
practice and physical training, in-
creased precautions for cleanliness 
and no shared drinking containers. 
 

•      Spring 2021: One 7's tourna-
ment instead of the prior mandated 
three. This will open up the spring 
schedule for 15’s in the new format 

detailed in Jayhawks & College 
Rugby on this Newsletter’s page 4. 
Although we may be able to deter-
mine a Heart of America Cham-
pion, Coach Matt doubts a Na-
tional Playoff can get played with a 
compressed spring. The northern 
teams who don't have an indoor 
field to practice and play would 
have a tremendous difficulty play-
ing a compressed season in their 
cold weather. 

Any rugby is good rugby at this 
point. As KJRFC has traditionally 
played rugby union rules, ruggers 
probably fear a return to the pitch 
that resembles some watered down, 
rugby league form of the game. 
With the current format of the 
phase plan, there appears to be no 
concern for this as phase 5 does 
not come with any obscure ‘limited 
gathering’ recommendation. Be-

sides, when you’re on the try line, 
rucks just start to look like col-
lapsed scrums anyway. The tenacity 
and dedication that got this KJRFC 
college side eligible for the D1AA 
national playoffs in the spring of 
2018, 2019, and 2020 is the same 
spirit and order that will put the 
Jayhawks in a position to re-start 
like a coiled spring and may be a 
huge advantage for the Jayhawks 
over other regional teams.   
 
It’s halftime. Time to circle up, 
get a plan, and go out there and 
execute a fantastic second half 
to 2020.  
The score is zero-zero.  
**** 
 



 

Making the GRADE 
Scholar Jayhawks with 3.50 or higher GPA 

Jayhawks’ Quest for USA Rugby Collegiate Academic Honor Roll 

Per  USA Rugby’s Manager of Scho-
lastic Rugby, Johnathan Atkeison, 
“Playing rugby enriches all our lives, 
but its most valuable contribution is 
teaching us lessons about the value 
of hard work, discipline and dedica-
tion. The Academic All-American 
program is an opportunity for us to 
recognize our collegiate student-
athletes who are embodying that 
ideal, on and off the field.” 
 

Criteria for Selection: 

♦A minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA at 

their current institution 

♦Must be at least of sophomore 

standing 

♦Must be enrolled at current institu-

tion for at least one year 

♦The student must be a registered 

member of USA Rugby 

♦Must be an A-side player that has 

participated in 50% of team 

matches 

Jayhawk rugby players are smart 
young men who apply themselves in 
everything. This is a point we em-
phasize to parents and students. - 
Playing rugby at Kansas is NOT a 
distraction, it’s in fact an en-
hancement to your college experi-
ence.  

 

If you read the many prior Newslet-
ter interviews with past Jayhawk 
players, they all said their involve-
ment with the rugby club was a high-
light of going to KU and it paid off 
their entire working lives. 

Cole Williams 

    -Aerospace Engineering 

    -Incoming Senior 

    -Parker, Colorado 

    -3.96 GPA 

 

Something you may not know: 

 

Cole played wing on the All-State high school team in Colorado. 
He’s in Delta Chi fraternity, has a dog, and Cole is one of the 
most social members on the team. He loves his home state of 
Colorado for all the outdoor activity. 



 

Isaac Schmidt 

    -Supply Chain Management  

    -Incoming Senior 

    -Leawood, Kansas 

    -3.80 GPA 

 

Something you may not know: 

 

Isaac plays 2nd row and #8. - One of the 
greatest complements to a club is if sib-
lings play. Isaac’s little brother Andrew 
plays for us and will be a sophomore. - 
Isaac also has an identical twin brother 
William who does NOT play rugby and that 
sets up confusion at a game when you just 
saw Isaac run by in uniform.  

He plays banjo in a band, studies religion, 
and wants to join the National Guard after 
KU. - He is said to be the most interesting 
member of the team and some think he 
was born 100 years late. 

Scott Merdinger 

    - Finance, Certification in Leadership 
 Studies 

    - Incoming Senior 

    - Glenview, Illinois 

    - 3.77 GPA 
 

Something you may not know: 
 

Scott plays wing and outside center. 

 

Scott is a 2nd generation with the club. His 
dad is Steve, who played in the late 
1970’s. 

 

Scott was the President of the club in 
2019/20. He also serves on the Board of 
Directors of our 501(c)3 charity, the Kan-
sas Rugby Foundation, Inc. He is one of 
the driving forces of the club’s success off-
field. 



 

Caleb Moore 

    -Political Science, Minors in History & Spanish 

    -Incoming 5th year senior 

    -Prairie Village, Kansas 

    -3.57 GPA 

 

Something you may not know: 

 

Caleb plays fly half. - Loves to travel around the 
country to attend “EDM Concerts” (Electric 
Dance Music played by a series of DJ’s in a 
seamless track). He has a dog. After KU he 
would like to be in the intelligence community. 
He already has a certificate in Intelligence and 
National Security Studies. 

Marek Dujakovich 

    -Business Analytics 

    -Incoming Junior 

    -Lenexa, Kansas 

    -3.67 GPA 

 

Something you may not know: 

 

Marek plays wing. - He was a great soccer 
player in high school. Athletic success runs in 
the family. His father Andy was a USA Eagle in 
7’s rugby. His sister is a gymnast at Nebraska. 

 

 



 

Sam Gasparovich 

    -Nursing 

    -Incoming Senior 

    -Overland Park, Kansas 

    -3.53 GPA 

 

Something you may not know: 

 

Sam plays the demanding position of 
fullback and also place-kicks for the 
club. 

 

Sam was selected as one of the “Hot 
100” of fall 2019 by Goff Rugby Re-
port, which recognized him as one of 
the 100 best college Division 1AA play-
ers in America. 

 

 

 

Congratulations !!! 
 

You guys are great on and off  field. 

 



 

    

Westwick ImprovementsWestwick ImprovementsWestwick ImprovementsWestwick Improvements    
What you see pictured is not a Civil 
War cannon. It’s the new, portable 
sprinkler head for Westwick. The 
working spray nozzle shoots and 
rotates like your lawn sprinkler at 
home. 

 

This unit replaces the brass mon-
ster in the grass to its left. The new 
unit can easily be moved by one 
person. The new operating unit 
plumbing is elevated off the 
ground, so won’t corrode. 

 

The stoppage of play this past 
March and the questions about this 
fall season have given the Westwick 
facility some time to improve. 

 

Here is a list of some things that 
have changed: 

 

♦ The underground sprinkler pip-
ing had repair/replacements in 
the NE and SW corners, where 
the system was badly leaking. 
The entire piping system is over 
20 years old and needs to be 
replaced at some point. - As 
you may know, Westwick has a 
huge operating advantage be-
cause of its location on the 
banks of the Wakarusa River. 
We have a permit to draw free 
irrigation water out of the ox-
bow lake on the north end of 
the pitches. 

 

♦ The turf’s top layer is 
smoothed and improved by 
over-spreading it with sand. 
The sand is now stored on a 
large concrete pad with curb 
walls to keep the sand off the 
dirt. 

♦ The porta-potties have been 
moved to the south end of the 
parking lot and now sit in a 
roofed pole barn structure that 
has a concrete pad base. The 
pole barn has 8x8 beams and 
Jayhawk logo end walls.  

 

♦ On arrival to the parking lot, 
there is now a concrete side-
walk from the south end of the 
parking area that leads up to 
the spectator berm on the main 
pitch’s west side. This will 
make spectator drop offs easier. 

 

♦ The drainage issues have been 
addressed in several places.  - 
The basin between parking lot 
and the low berm west of the 
main field has been improved 
with drain pipe under the walk-
way. -  The drainage basins 
along the sidelines parallel to 
the big berm between pitches 
have had chronic standing wa-
ter problems that cause players 
and spectators to either leap 
over or walk around the prob-
lem. The basins are now getting 
deepened and flow elevation 
improved. 

♦ Even though games and prac-
tices have not occurred, the 
grass needs constant attention 
or the pitches will need exten-
sive work to re-open. The 
mowing continues at the nor-
mal pace using our new mower 
purchased 2 years ago. If we 
reduced the mowing schedule, 
the longer cut grass would 
smother the grass and leave 
dead streaks. - The pitches have 
been aerated using the new unit 
purchased last year. The grass is 
being treated to remove clover 
and weeds. 

 

♦ The Westwick facility has a na-
tional reputation as being a 
terrific venue. It is frequently 
the preferred site for playoffs 
and tournaments. - Its one of 
the things we hope attracts top 
college players to attend Kansas 
over other schools. 

 

♦ You can help elevate the profile 
of Westwick by giving it a 
“review” on TripAdvisor. Its 
listed under “Things to Do” in 
Lawrence, Kansas. **** 



 

Shop and make $ for Shop and make $ for Shop and make $ for Shop and make $ for 
the Jayhawksthe Jayhawksthe Jayhawksthe Jayhawks    

 

Dear KANSAS JAYHAWKS RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB, 
 
Congratulations on your enrollment into the Dillons Food Stores Community Rewards Program. 
Your participants may begin enrolling upon receipt of this email. 
 
 
To Use the Dillons Food Stores Community Rewards Program: 
Simply encourage your participants to visit the appropriate link below.. 

• For Dillons Stores - go to http://www.dillons.com 
• For Baker's Stores - go to http://www.bakersplus.com 
• For Gerbes Stores - go to http://www.gerbes.com 
 

Once logged into their Dillons Food Stores account they can search for KANSAS JAYHAWKS 
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB either by name or VH200 and then click Enroll. New users will need 
to create an account which requires some basic information, a valid email address and 
a rewards card. 
 
*Customers must have a registered Dillons Food Stores rewards card account to link to your 
organization. 
*If a member does not yet have a Dillons Food Stores rewards card, please let them know they 
are available at the customer service desk at any Dillons Food Stores 
 
REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your organization until after your participants register 
their rewards card. 
Participants must swipe their registered Dillons Food Stores rewards card or use the phone 
number that is related to their registered Dillons Food Stores rewards card when shopping for 
each purchase to count. 
 
Thank you! 
Dillons Food Stores Community Rewards Department 

The club can make a little money for doing nothing. KJRFC will 
now be receiving a check periodically from Dillon's when we 
have people sign up for this program and shop there. We get a 
small percentage of every dollar spent there.  
 

Matt Schwartz 



 

 

Support your rugby club! 
 

Put it on your credit card. 

 

Go to www.jayhawkrugby.com 

Hit “Donate”. 

It’s a PayPal link directly to our charity account. 



 

 

Thank You 
 

The gentlemen of the Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Club thank you for your continued involve-
ment of following and supporting the team. 

 

Some of our best days lay ahead and that is greatly because of you. 

 

Photo by GTH Images, taken after last fall’s concluding game, the 69-0 win over K-State. 

It’s about the group of young 
men in the above photo.  

 

It shows how great the Jayhawks 
can be when they pull together 
with alumni support. 

 

This was one of our best college 
sides...ever. 

 

 

This Newsletter author attended 
every game they played at home 
and on the road.  I wrote the two 
issues linked here as a PAIR to be 
read as one story about the club’s 
journey. That story is really the best 
part. Like any trip to a far-off place, 
it’s often not about where you ar-
rive, but what happened during the 
drive. 

 

 

 

Highlight and “copy” the web links 
below into your browser to read the 
two issues. 

 

Part 1 
https://files.constantcontact.com/15a73d53201/748e2
537-3d5f-48bc-882f-
2bc4ee74a8f7.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0_DM9I2ODmQ-
jaB80vzov5emgk5CEoaZ651o6tS70eC87NnQIZQQ830wo  

Part 2 
https://files.constantcontact.com/15a73d53201/37ffe4
6d-2d21-4164-a74b-
4aeca50fb1f7.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2vWDPo-
FNvjyTo945a1ilWozYggzNYCM-
WYOWN8KTuXTrLJbpvd3vd0oQ  

Want to read an ADVENTURE story? 


