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The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 

www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

32222 West 89th Street 

DeSoto, KS, 66218  

February,  2018  



 

This edition is what 
could be considered 
“busy”. We have a lot of im-

portant things going on. So here 
is a quick run-down. We invite 
you to dive into these in more 
detail in the following pages. 

 

Jayhawks in National Playoffs? 

If we get past Missouri in our home 
game on March 3, we are probably 
declared the regional champ college 
side and are into the National Play-
offs.  - This is a once-in-a -
generation opportunity.  - We 
would like to make it a regular oc-
currence. 

 

Missouri Game at Home 

Love to have at least the local 
alumni show up in force for that 
March 3 match. Tentatively 1:00. 
Anybody want to “tailgate”? 

 

Westwick is the Playoff Host  

We will be the host of the regional 
first round Division 1AA College  
National Playoffs over the weekend 
of April 7/8. We have a terrific fa-
cility.  - We would love for it to be 
a home game for the Jayhawks, too! 

 

Fund Raising Results 

It takes a lot of funding to run an 
operation like the Jayhawks.  We 
have reports on: 

• Aggregate donations since the 
establishment of Westwick.  

• Louie Riederer’s 2018 cam-
paign to drive the club to a 
dominant level over the next 3-
years. 

 

Spring Schedule 

This was tough to do this spring.  

• We don’t know if we have play-
off games. 

• Even without that contingency, 
there is a dilemma of pursuing 
“Spring 7’s” or staying with 
15’s. That’s something the 
whole sport is mulling. 

 

Seniors & Coaches 

• On January 29 we had a dinner 
with a couple of seniors & 
coaches in the historic club-
house above Johnny’s to get 
their take on the  Jayhawks.  

• The seniors started in the fall of 
2014 and were in a wave of tal-
ented freshmen who had previ-
ously played in high school.  

• They came to the club’s 50-year 
anniversary and met the club’s 
storied past players. 

• They have since played some 
terrific seasons, concluding 
with this season’s shot at mov-
ing on into 2018 National Play-
offs. 

 

The Alumni Weekend is coming 
in the first weekend in May 

You are getting your “notice”. Be 
there!  

 

Parents Auxiliary 

The club welcomes the support and 
energy of the players’ parents. We 
are exploring ideas of how to get 
them more involved. 

 

 

 

 

George Bunting & His Legacy 

• Bunting passed away on Janu-
ary 12 after a long illness that 
had prevented him from at-
tending the 50-year anniversary 
back in 2014. 

• Not only did Bunting do a great 
job to kick-start the team in 
1964 (when nobody around 
here was playing rugby), he 
also:  

• Bankrolled some big items like 
a first set of rugby uniforms. 

• Personally chartered a bus and 
took the founding team on a 
tour of Ivy League schools that 
he was able to get scheduled. 

• He was on one of the Jayhawks 
first tours that went to New 
Zealand. 

• More than anything, George 
Bunting set up the club in such 
a way that it would perpetuate 
itself.  - We all owe him for do-
ing such a great job. **** 

 

 

 

 

Summary of  this Edition 
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Above photo is a tribute to George Bunting. He’s in the back row, 3rd from right. The photo was taken in late 
1965 or early 1966 in the field behind Oliver Hall. Allen Field House is in the background. This photo has many 
of the players who went on the 1966 Spring Break tour of Ivy League schools. Bunting was 6’3” tall, so you can 

Schedule Highlights: 
 

Washington University game is a 
Merit Table match and a “must 
win”. The game will be in St. 
Louis. See the club’s Facebook 
page for details of time and place. 

 

Missouri game will be at home 
and the Jayhawks’ last Merit Table 
match. MU is the reigning regional 
champ and the Jayhawks have to 
get past them to enter the National 
Playoffs. Missouri still has a num-
ber of Merit Table matches to play 
this spring, but have already de-
feated K-State and Iowa State. -  
We would love the Jayhawk Old 
Boys to show up for this match.  

 

National Playoffs April 7 - There 
is nothing on our schedule. This is 
the regional first round of the Di-
vision 1AA college playoffs. How-
ever, the Jayhawks’ bid to USA 
Rugby to host this round at West-
wick has been ACCEPTED. 

 

Pittsburg State  - A home match 
against a powerhouse Division 2 
college team. 

 

Heart of America College 7’s & 
Springfield  - Westwick is a great 
place for this sort of festival event. 
You have regional college sides 
playing the quick games of 7’s and 
a 15’s match against a strong club 
side. 

 

Alumni Weekend  - This will be a 
3 day affair.  

 

Thursday = Sporting Clays in af-
ternoon at Westwick 

 

Friday = Golf Tournament in af-
ternoon at The Jayhawk Club 
(formerly Alvamar) followed by a 
mingle event at Johnny’s that 
night. 

 

Saturday = A rugby match to 
watch or to play (if you dare), fol-
lowed by a banquet for alumni and 
current players that night.   
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Westwick is closer to Kansas City! 
 

The long awaited K-10/South Lawrence Freeway  

now delivers you less than 3 miles from the gate of  Westwick. 

 

This reduces the drive from Kansas City because you no 
longer have to drive through Lawrence.  

 

All you do is stay on K-10 and exit at US-59, go south and then 
west. 
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Save The Date  
2018 Alumni Weekend 

 

 - May 3 (Thursday afternoon)  

  Shooting Clays @ Westwick 

 - May 4 (Friday afternoon)  

  Golf  Tournament @ Jayhawk Club 
          (formerly Alvamar) 

  Mingle @ Johnny’s that night 

 - May 5 (Saturday)  

  Rugby Match @ Westwick 

  Banquet (nice place TBD) 

   Alumni Invited 

   Current Side Invited 
 

Watch for details on the club’s Facebook page. Grant 
Lechtenberg is managing the Shooting Clays. A nice 
venue for the banquet is being selected. 
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Over $5,000 
Diedrich, Paul 

Harris, Don 

Lange, Steve 

Parkinson, Andrew and Kay 

Renfro, Rick and Nancy 

Riederer, Louie 

$2,500 to $5,000  
Anheuser Busch - Greg McDonald  

Anonymous 

Berardi, Paul 

Blanco, Lou 

Clarke, Larry 

Merdinger, Steve 

Robertson, Lee Ann 

Thank You Donors! 
These are the club’s donation records for the 23 years between the 1994 establishment 
of  Westwick Rugby Complex and the end of  2017. 

 

During this period just over $175,000 was raised. 

 

$80,000 was raised in the first 4 years because of the excitement and construction costs of building 
Westwick. The club then entered a relative slow period of raising funds. We don’t have records for the 
period between 1999 and 2003.  

 

There was a surge in donations in calendar year 2017 wherein $44,000 was raised. In part, that was to 
specifically fund the purchase of a new commercial lawn mower for Westwick maintenance at a cost 

of approximately $20,000. Thus (excluding the extraordinary mower purchase) our fund 
raising nearly hit our target of  $25,000 to supplement the expenses of  club and field. 

These donation records do NOT include the pledges made so far in 
2018. The club has a fund drive that was announced on the recent 
Golf  Cowboys winter trip to Phoenix. The outline of  that fund 
drive is outlined on the following pages 8 & 9. 
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$1,000 to $2,499 
Adams, Jerry and Carlene 

Bartle, Jim 

Borchardt, Bob 

Brooks, John 

Brown, John 

Crowther, Malcolm 

Crowther, Mary 

Delargy, Paddy 

Edmunds, Fritz 

Gray, Wayne 

Hamill, David 

Hammond, Mike  

Hand, Tim 

Harder, Kevin 

Hargis, Rex 

Hay, David 

Jarvis, Gregg 

Jerzac, Mark 

Johnny's Business Owners 

Kieltyka, Joe 

Krizman, Frank and Judith 

Laurie, Jim 

McGrade, Ted and Martha Jane 

Mitscher, Lester  

Mitscher, Mark 

O'Donnell,Tom 

Renfro, Randy 

Reyes, Jorge (and Gabe)  

Robertson, Elliott 

Schemke, Doug and Terri 

Stites, Scott 

VanderBosch, Mike 

Winter, Wint and Nancy 

Anderson, Mitch 

Barrett, Dennis 

Beaupre, Russ 

Bedora, Dan 

Boulette, ? 

Boyle, Bill 

Bunting, George 

Burroughs, Dave 

Carlson, Marlin 

Carlson, Scott 

Chimek, ? 

Cobb, ? 

Coulson, Rich 

Daw, Sean 

Duffy, Mark 

Duncan, Tim 

Egea, Fernando 

Elliott, Kip 

Emanuel, Clive 

Emerson, Scott 

Ewonus, Kim 

Fluker, Jacques 

Gardiner, Tom 

Gotham, Colin 

Goza, Kirk 

Hannaford, Adam 

Hartzel, Gary 

Hassig, Doug 

Hicks, Phil 

Hoobler, Jeff 

Jackman, Steve 

Joyce, Jeffrey 

Katz, Dan 

Kirk, Tom 

Kirkelie, Bill 

Knudsen, Pete 

Krisman, Larry 

Lane, Darryl 

Lechtenberg, Grant 

Loarie, Jim 

Lynch, Eric 

Under $1,000 
Manza, Pat 

Marting, Daniel 

McCauley, Doug 

Miller, Luke 

Mills, Bill 

Nicely, Chris 

Noble, Dennis 

Nufer, Quint 

O'Donnell, Matt 

Oller, Marv and Lisa 

Olson, Phil 

Petillo, Jeff 

Powell, Adam 

Pryor, William 

Reynolds, B. 

Rio, Tony 

Roberts, Gene 

Roberts, Pat 

Rogers, Rog & Suzi 

Ryley, Scott 

Samuel, William 

Schneider, Ronald & Farley, Margeret 

Semb, George 

Shannonhouse, Joseph 

Smith, Dylan 

Smith, Larry 

Sneegas, Jim and Sherilyn 

Swalwell, Steve and Lisa 

Tucker, Bob 

Vegh, Tony 

Walter, Roger 

Weaver, Mike 

Wertzberger, John 

Westgate LC 

Wuellner, Max 

Young, B.J. and Lisa 
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$25,000/Year from Alumni$25,000/Year from Alumni$25,000/Year from Alumni$25,000/Year from Alumni 

A 3A 3A 3A 3----Year ChallengeYear ChallengeYear ChallengeYear Challenge    

Build A Sustainable Powerhouse Collegiate Rugby Program By 2020Build A Sustainable Powerhouse Collegiate Rugby Program By 2020Build A Sustainable Powerhouse Collegiate Rugby Program By 2020Build A Sustainable Powerhouse Collegiate Rugby Program By 2020    
    

 OUR rugby club has all the building blocks in place to become a powerhouse:OUR rugby club has all the building blocks in place to become a powerhouse:OUR rugby club has all the building blocks in place to become a powerhouse:OUR rugby club has all the building blocks in place to become a powerhouse:    
• We have a continuouslycontinuouslycontinuouslycontinuously running program since 1964.  

• A demonstratedA demonstratedA demonstratedA demonstrated link between club and alumnilink between club and alumnilink between club and alumnilink between club and alumni: 

• Annual golf trips 

• Annual alumni weekends 

• Quarterly newsletter 

• Active Facebook page 

• The big attendance at the 50 year reunion in 2014 

• In the process of establishing a “parent auxiliary” & upgrading the restroom facilities (especially 

for the women) in hope of establishing a “tail establishing a “tail establishing a “tail establishing a “tail----gating” tradition prior to future KJRFC matchesgating” tradition prior to future KJRFC matchesgating” tradition prior to future KJRFC matchesgating” tradition prior to future KJRFC matches. 

• Have a 501(c)(3) charity in the Kansas Rugby Foundation (KRF)501(c)(3) charity in the Kansas Rugby Foundation (KRF)501(c)(3) charity in the Kansas Rugby Foundation (KRF)501(c)(3) charity in the Kansas Rugby Foundation (KRF).   

• Recognized by the USA Rugby as a “destination sight”.Recognized by the USA Rugby as a “destination sight”.Recognized by the USA Rugby as a “destination sight”.Recognized by the USA Rugby as a “destination sight”.    

• We are centrally located in the U.S. centrally located in the U.S. centrally located in the U.S. centrally located in the U.S.     

• We have a successful track record with USA Rugby  successful track record with USA Rugby  successful track record with USA Rugby  successful track record with USA Rugby hosting the Inaugural National Coaching clinic 

and the recent Skills Assessment Clinic in 2017.    

• Westwick Rugby ComplexWestwick Rugby ComplexWestwick Rugby ComplexWestwick Rugby Complex with two regulation pitches.      

    

It will be an honor to HOST a playoff round, but it would be so It will be an honor to HOST a playoff round, but it would be so It will be an honor to HOST a playoff round, but it would be so It will be an honor to HOST a playoff round, but it would be so 

much better if we were COMPETING… in fact, we have a good much better if we were COMPETING… in fact, we have a good much better if we were COMPETING… in fact, we have a good much better if we were COMPETING… in fact, we have a good 

chance to do just that chance to do just that chance to do just that chance to do just that this springthis springthis springthis spring 2018!   2018!   2018!   2018!      
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What does it take to compete at the regional and national level in collegiate rugby?What does it take to compete at the regional and national level in collegiate rugby?What does it take to compete at the regional and national level in collegiate rugby?What does it take to compete at the regional and national level in collegiate rugby?   

A few of the key ingredients are recruiting, retaining and coaching.  Our club has been doing a re-

spectable job on all these fronts, but how can we make it easier for the club to get to the next level?  

Frankly, the program requires additional funds to attract high school “all-stars”; foreign-exchange pro-

gram; etc.   

    

Would you like to part of the process to ease the (unsustainable) burden that a few in-Would you like to part of the process to ease the (unsustainable) burden that a few in-Would you like to part of the process to ease the (unsustainable) burden that a few in-Would you like to part of the process to ease the (unsustainable) burden that a few in-

dividuals have shouldered over the past twenty years?  Here is your chance!dividuals have shouldered over the past twenty years?  Here is your chance!dividuals have shouldered over the past twenty years?  Here is your chance!dividuals have shouldered over the past twenty years?  Here is your chance!    

The goal of this campaign is to raise a minimum of $25,000 per year for the next 3 The goal of this campaign is to raise a minimum of $25,000 per year for the next 3 The goal of this campaign is to raise a minimum of $25,000 per year for the next 3 The goal of this campaign is to raise a minimum of $25,000 per year for the next 3 

years.years.years.years.  If we could do this, the funds would cover the annual costs of operating the Westwick Rugby 

Complex ($15,000/year) ANDANDANDAND provide additional funding to the KJRFC to further the goal of compet-

ing at the highest level.  The $10,000 (or more) balance we raise through KRF for the club can be 

used to get matching funds from the University of Kansas Recreational Services.  

    

To meet this goal, we ask you to consider donating a taxTo meet this goal, we ask you to consider donating a taxTo meet this goal, we ask you to consider donating a taxTo meet this goal, we ask you to consider donating a tax----deductible $1,000 per year for deductible $1,000 per year for deductible $1,000 per year for deductible $1,000 per year for 

the next threethe next threethe next threethe next three----yearsyearsyearsyears.  These can be done by a monthly donation of ~$85; an annual $1,000 dona-

tion; a one-time $3,000, or any other form of donation that works for you.   

 

 Perhaps the easiest is to use your credit card. Go to JayhawkRugby.com and click link to “donate” via Go to JayhawkRugby.com and click link to “donate” via Go to JayhawkRugby.com and click link to “donate” via Go to JayhawkRugby.com and click link to “donate” via 

your credit card or PayPal account.  You can set up a oneyour credit card or PayPal account.  You can set up a oneyour credit card or PayPal account.  You can set up a oneyour credit card or PayPal account.  You can set up a one----time payment or a recurring payments time payment or a recurring payments time payment or a recurring payments time payment or a recurring payments 

schedule.   schedule.   schedule.   schedule.   ---- You will also get a receipt emailed back to you to print. You will also get a receipt emailed back to you to print. You will also get a receipt emailed back to you to print. You will also get a receipt emailed back to you to print.    

 

 Thank you for your consideration and we hope you join this movement toward Jayhawk Dominance! 

Don Harris, Paul Diedrich, Randy Renfro, Steve LangeDon Harris, Paul Diedrich, Randy Renfro, Steve LangeDon Harris, Paul Diedrich, Randy Renfro, Steve LangeDon Harris, Paul Diedrich, Randy Renfro, Steve Lange    

Louie Riederer, Rick Renfro and Doug McCauleyLouie Riederer, Rick Renfro and Doug McCauleyLouie Riederer, Rick Renfro and Doug McCauleyLouie Riederer, Rick Renfro and Doug McCauley    
 



 

On January 29, 2018 we had 
an informal dinner if the his-
toric clubhouse above 
Johnny’s. We talked a broad 
spectrum of topics about the 
Jayhawks and the sport in 
general. 
 

Seniors:  
Joe Connor former St. Thomas 
Aquinas HS flanker. – Now 
scrum half 
Ryan Russell former Blue Val-
ley Area HS hooker. – Now #8 and 
Jayhawk team captain. 
 

Coaches: 
Matt Schwartz (Jayhawks head 
coach) 
Matt O’Donnell (Blue Valley HS 
coach to Ryan Russell and other 
Jayhawks) 
 

Rugby at the High School 
versus College Level 
O’Donnell: At college you are 
playing alongside good players. Of 
course the guys you are playing 
against are just as good. You play 
with guys who have been in the 
game for years. Whereas in HS, you 
have one season to teach some-
body the game of rugby. I have 
people come up to me and offer 
advice on something sophisticated 
and I have to tell them that the HS 
kids won’t understand. The players 
are just learning the basics of how 
to pass the ball. In college, you 
teach the higher level play of the 
sport. In HS, if you have 3 good 
players on a team, you are golden.  
 
Russell: (agrees) We have players 
who start playing college ball and 
even though they were great HS 
players from what I would consider 
a very advanced HS club; they 

don’t know some basic defensive 
formations. So we have to teach 
that. 
 
O’Donnell: In HS, you only have 
spring. You start in January and 
you just try to teach basic skills and 
get them interested in the sport. 
You work on the fundamentals: 
tackling, passing, and conditioning. 
So in the early spring, when it’s in 
the 30’s outside, they don’t want to 
be talked to death, because they are 
cold. Their hands are cold. You 
hope you get 15 guys to show up 
and not 8. We do what we call 
“pods” which are short segments 
of a game. I start with a kickoff and 
what you do. How to catch the ball 
etc. Then we do that 10 times in a 
row. Then I show them how to do 
a ruck. So the next drill is to have a 
kickoff, counter attack, and go into 
a ruck. – The next practice, we 
have a kickoff, counter attack, and 
then run a series of rucks.  
 
Russell: (agrees) The hardest part 
of learning the game is that you 
have to work on the basics of these 
pods, so that everyone knows the 
terms and plays, but then you 
ALSO have to move to under-
standing the flow of the game and 
its phases of attack. – The only way 
you can really learn and understand 

that is to get into game conditions. 
So you practice mock game condi-
tions to string the pods together. 
 
O’Donnell: Also in HS you can’t 
“coach up”. You may have 8 great 
athletes who could move along 
quickly, but then you have 10 other 
players who can’t. You can’t just 
work with the advanced athletes, 
because you don’t have the num-
bers. If you are at a HS with 45 
players on the team, you could do 
this, but the HS with smaller 
groups doesn’t have the ability to 
separate the coaching levels. 
 
Connor: Playing for the Jayhawks 
is a whole different level. Players 
are bigger. We play against men. 
It’s a jump in the level of play and 
it’s great. We do a lot more sophis-
ticated plays than in HS.  
 

Jayhawk  Rugby Fraternity 
Russell: We probably now have 
more players from fraternities than 
not. Maybe 60% fraternities. Of 
course “Rugby” is the biggest 
fraternity in the world. I had peo-
ple buy me beers in Australia, just 
because I walked into the bar wear-
ing a rugby jersey. You could see 
that at the 50th Anniversary. All the 
alumni players came back and they 
were all still close friends. 
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Seniors & Coaches 



 

If we get into the National Cham-
pionships; that will change a lot of 
attitudes about the sport of rugby 
at KU. 
 
Connor: (agrees) A couple of years 
ago, we had some articles in the 
KU newspaper that we were having 
an undefeated season. The word 
was out on campus that we had a 
great club. The KU TV station 
got in touch with me as the 
club’s president. They were 
looking for a “story” and had me 
on for an interview. 

 
Study Abroad Players 
HERE and Jayhawk players 
over THERE 
Schwartz: One dilemma we have is 
that the foreign players who come 
here also want to travel while here 
and that’s a distraction from play-
ing rugby. Maybe we should think 
about scheduling some interesting 
tournaments in the future like the 
Mardi Gras Tournament, to com-
bine playing rugby with traveling to 
interesting places.  
 
Russell: (On the experience of 

being a USA player immersed in 

a foreign country’s rugby culture 

for a whole semester.) In Austra-

lia it was weird to come to practice 

and have 60 player show up, all 

ready to go. For the first month, it 

was pre-season and all we were do-

ing was basically running and prac-

ticing tackling. The guys still came 

out all the time. We would break 

off into the 1st and 2nd teams and 

there would still be 40 guys there to 

work out on the 3rd team. They 

only practiced 2 days a week, on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. The guys 

lift weights and worked out on 

their own on the other days. 
 

Social Media Ideas 
Connor: It would be 
helpful if the alumni 
would share our club 
Facebook posts on their 
own social media. We are 
working to get those 
Facebook posts shared on 
the college campus, but it would be 
great to have it at the alumni level, 
too. 

Schwartz: That’s already happen-
ing more than you know. 

O’Donnell: Back to Joe’s point, 
you never know if your neighbor or 
friend has a kid who is going to KU 
or a great athlete. We as alumni 
aren’t sharing it enough. 

Schwartz: When we streamed the 
K-State game on Facebook, we got 
a lot of favorable responses, espe-
cially from parents out of town. 
The streaming needs to have im-
provements in quality, but that’s 
something we could do as a club to 
generate more interest and support. 
Although it allows our competition 
to scout us, the publicity offsets 
that. 

Parting Comments 
Russell: Thank you to the 
alumni. They do an incredible 
number of things all the time. 
Sometimes it’s something easy, like 
just giving money to the club, but 
that helps so much. It also means a 
lot to have alumni come to games. 
It means a lot to us as players. We 
hope it also means a lot to the 
alumni; that the club is still going 
strong. 

 We should explore a planned 
“parents day”. Something that 
lines up on the schedule with what 
the fraternities plan, but doesn’t 
compete for the same time slots 

that day. Maybe start the day with a 
breakfast at Johnny’s, or a BBQ at 
Westwick that evening. 

 Schwartz: Thank you HS 
coaches. It’s so helpful what 
coaches like Matt O’Donnell are 
doing. You can see what they are 
getting accomplished. The knowl-
edge and skills the college players 
have from HS continues to get bet-
ter and better. 

Editor’s Note To the Jayhawks  
All the college teams have the same 

sort of athletes. 

 

I played on good teams and bad 

teams. The reason the good teams 

were good wasn’t because of the 

athletes. In fact some of the bad 

teams I was on had some terrific 

athletes. The good teams were 

good, because they came to 

practice and were all mentally 

on the same page. On a good 

team, all the players know what the 

wing is going to do next, you all 

know what the 2nd rows are sup-

posed to do. You know where to 

be and how to support the play. 

You know the difference between a 

smart play and a dumb play. You all 

get on the same page mentally.  

 

Good teams play against teams 

who may have better athletes, but 

beat them because you out-finessed 

them. You know how to play rugby 

better as a team. –   

Come to practice!!! **** 
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KU Office of Study Abroad is 
running an article about KJRFC 
in their newsletter and will be 
putting it on their website for a 
year.  

 

The KU OSA newsletter has a cir-
culation of 7,000 around the world. 
The article will outline that since 
2014, the KJRFC has installed a 
focused program working with 
KU OSA to swap rugby players 
with our sister schools.  

 

Since 2014 we have had a stream of 
players from Australia, England, 
and Scotland. In the past year, one 
of our best players (Ryan Russell) 
went to the University of Newcas-
tle in Australia.  

 

For more about KJRFC and 
their relationship with KU OSA, 
see Newsletter 21, page 4. 

Arnold Dinh returns to New 
Zealand. 

Although NOT through Study 
Abroad, KJRFC’s phenomenal 
back is  taking some time off from 
his undergrad studies to go to New 
Zealand and sharpen his rugby 
skills. This is a direct result of the 
contacts he made while touring 
with the Jayhawks last summer. 

 

We wish Arnold the best in chasing 
this dream and selfishly hope he 
eventually returns to our college 
line up with his elevated skills. 

 

For more on Dinh, see  

Newsletter 24, page 7 

 

 

 

 

Ian Henry coming to May 
Alumni Weekend 

 

If you played for or against the Jay-
hawks in 1973, or went on the 1979 
tour of Scotland, you know Ian 
Henry. He was a terrific player 
from Stirling University, Scotland 
and landed with the KJRFC at a 
critical moment. He impacted the 
backfield for years.   

 

He is now a retired college profes-
sor and is visiting a son in Australia 
and will then pass through USA on 
the way home. I think our Alumni 
Weekend is part of his around the 
world golf tour. 

 

For more on Henry see  

Newsletter 4, page 8 and  

Newsletter 12,  page 12. 

 

Jayhawk News 
From Around the Globe 
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With much sadness we report the 
C l u b ’ s  F o u n d e r ,  OLEN 
GEORGE BUNTING passed 
away at age 75. (See Obituary) 

 

The club’s Old Boy Quarterly 
Newsletter featured an interview 
with George Bunting in its 2012 
first edition and the subsequent 
editions told the entire 54 year his-
tory of the rugby club at KU.  

 

Bunting returned to KU for the 20-
year anniversary celebration in 
1984. As the featured speaker, he 
commented that it was far easier to 
“father” a club, while the real ac-
complishment was “raising” it to 
what it has become. Bunting also 
went on one of the first foreign 
club tours to New Zealand. His 
comments in the interview reflect 
his observation on his New Zea-
land tour that the tourist at that 
time were heavily made up of club 
side players and not students.  

 

Although too ill to attend the club’s 
50-year anniversary in 2014, Bun-
ting remained in periodic corre-
spondence with the club. His wish 
was for the club to have a student-
player base of 50 or more regis-

tered college players so as to be an 
IMPORTANT STUDENT OR-
GANIZATION. The club’s favor-
able link with the University of 
Kansas was foremost. 

  
OBITUARY: 
 
 Olen George Bunting 
 
 Jun 18, 1942---Jan 12, 2018 
Olen George Bunting, surrounded 
by his beloved family, died peace-
fully on January 12, 2018.  George 
was predeceased by his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Herbert Bunting, 
Jr. and sister, Karen Ann Bunting.   
 
He graduated from The Pembroke 
Hill School, Dartmouth College 
and the University of Kansas 
School of Law.  In 1964, he 
founded the Kansas Jayhawks 
Rugby Football Club.  He was an 
active and entrepreneurial business-
man in everything from oil produc-
tion to aviation services.   
 
He was kind and honorable and 
remained continuously curious 
about the world and his next busi-
ness idea.  His 
greatest joys in 
life were his chil-
dren and grand-
children and pro-
viding the occa-
sional resting 
place for a dozing 
cat.  He leaves his 
loving wife, Jill, 
and his children, 
Eric and Allyson 
Bunting, Gordon 
and Banni Bun-
ting and Lauren 
a n d  P e d r o 

Guzman and cherished grandchil-
dren, Will and Cate Bunting, Remi 
and Tatum Bunting and Brenden, 
Brent and Julia Guzman.  Services 
for the family will be private.  A 
Celebration of Life will be held in 
the spring for family and friends. 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bunting’s  modest obituary by-
passed all the great accomplish-
ments he had as a business man, 
but DOES single out his founding 
of this rugby club.  

That is a direct complement to all 
of you who contributed in your 
own ways over more than a half 
century. Your collective efforts 
have honored the club’s past, pre-
sent, and future. 

For more information on George 
Bunting, please read the first edi-
tion of this newsletter from Janu-
ary 2012.  **** 

George Bunting 

George Bunting (on left) discusses KU game just 
played with Kansas City RFC’s Steve Schuman in 
1965. 



 

GEORGE BUNTING started the club in September 1964 by running an ad in the KU newspaper (see 
ad). The club played that fall season wearing KU football practice jerseys donated by the KU athletic de-
partment. George Bunting then personally bought the club’s first set of actual rugby jerseys for the 
spring 1965 season. Then Bunting set up a tour of 4 Ivy League schools over Spring Break 1966. He per-
sonally paid for the bus charter. 

 

In photo BELOW, Bunting is on left end of front row. This very late 1964 or early 1965 photo shows the 
team in its first set of actual rugby jerseys. Bunting personally paid for that initial jersey set. 
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Club Roster from 1966 
Note that George Bunting moved himself  out of  being 
an officer and became an “advisor”. He did this to make 
sure the club would carry on without him. 


