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•  KU “SPORTS  CLUB  OF  THE  YEAR”  

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 

www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

32222 West 89th Street 

DeSoto, KS, 66218  

May, 2018  



 

A few weeks ago, the Jayhawks 
were selected to be in the National 
College Playoffs and were the 
host of  the Eastern USA quarter 
and semifinal round. - To those 
“outsiders” who are not familiar 
with the Jayhawks; they could sim-
ply assume the Jayhawks got 
LUCKY with a good team and we 
hosted an event. – It overlooks 
the reality that the Jayhawks are 
developing on an astonishing 
wide variety of  fronts and all of  
that leads to this sort of  success 
on and off  the field. 

 

 This will serve as a quick sum-
mary of  what the Jayhawks have 
accomplished and where they 
are working to go. 

 

 1) We have a continuously run-
ning program since 1964. (54 years) 
– This is something of  a feat. We 
are a sport that is built around a 
very transient student population. 
Some other area teams have failed 
or at least discontinued for some 
periods of  time. – Much credit for 
this longevity goes to the fact that 
we have a “club side” of  older 
players who have in many ways 
been the ballast that keep the col-
lege team in operation with experi-
enced players at practice and in 
games. 

 2)  The club is run by its members, 
so having club officers that com-
pete for management spots and 
them faithfully doing their duties is 
a key to success. – Over the past 
several years, there has been re-
newed interest in serving in these 
spots in the club. – The ability to 
manage the recent Eastern USA 

College Playoffs could not have 
been achieved without this 
group of  volunteers, who have 
gone way past just showing up 
to practice and play. 

 

 3) The rugby club’s relationship 

with the University of  Kansas 

may be at an all-time high: 

•  In April, KU’s Recreational Ser-

vices gave the rugby club the 

“Sports Club of  the Year Award” 

at their annual banquet, attended by 

representatives of  all 32 KU sports 

clubs. It is the first time the rugby 

club has received this award and 

the field of  other sports clubs is 

impressive. 

•  The KU Department of  Study 

Abroad included an article about 

the rugby club in the Winter 2017-

18 issue of  their widely-distributed 

newsletter “The Jayhawk Planet”. It 

outlined the club’s focus on en-

couraging international player 

swaps between KU and its sister 

universities in rugby-playing coun-

tries. The article included a photo 

of  this year’s college side captain 

RYAN RUSSELL, who spent his 

2017 spring semester at the Univer-

sity of  Newcastle in Australia. 
 

 4) The practices attract several 
aides of  players. – We have 
coaches that “teach” and encourage 
a serious, but fun training environ-
ment. – To help grow the club 
virally, the seasons start with a few 
weeks of  practice on the school 
fields at 23rd and Iowa, where pass-
ing traffic sees the practice and new 
players can easily come to learn the 
sport. – All this has paid off  with 
good performance on the field.  

 5) Since the last Alumni Week-

end: 

•    June - A great tour of  New 

Zealand, where the club was com-

petitive in all 4 matches, winning 

one and losing another close one 

partially because we loaned the 

other side ARNOLD DINH. 

(continued next page) 
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• September – The club char-

tered a bus and drove to Min-

neapolis to play the University of  

Minnesota. The Jayhawks were 

ahead through the half, but were 

edged out at the end. – That will-

ingness to get out of  our 

neighborhood and play matches 

with good sides far away en-

abled the USA rugby commu-

nity to better gauge the strength 

of  our program. – The bus trip 

was also something of  a bonding 

experience for the Jayhawks. 

• Also in September – Jayhawks 

hosted the HoA College All Star 

Camp. The Jayhawks were heavily 

represented on the selected squad. 

The HoA team then participated in 

the Aspen Ruggerfest as the only 

college side. This exposed the play-

ers to very high-level rugby. 

• October – Jayhawks hosted 

the USA Rugby Skills Assess-

ment Camp, which was an event 

for USA Rugby to discover talent 

in cross-over athletes. Hosting this 

event was an honor and brought 

favorable attention to the Jay-

hawks. 

• This spring there were two 

matches that should be noted 

and not for the reason you might 

expect. - The Jayhawks took two 

sides to play in St. Louis and on 

another weekend played a match in 

Omaha. – Both of  these events 

were on freezing cold, rainy days. 

The club loaded up into cars at 

dawn, drove 3 or more hours in 

the lousy weather and won games 

on the road. – These “tests of  

will” say as much about this team 

as anything. 

•    March - The Jayhawks beat 
the Missouri Tigers in a Merit 
Table Match at Westwick. (That 
point might have been the lead-
off  to this article, but we should 
conclude that was merely a result 
of  everything else mentioned that 
is going on.) 

 

 6) Unlike other clubs, we have an 

ongoing link between club and 

alumni: 

• Annual golf  trips 

• Annual alumni weekends 

• Quarterly newsletter 

• Active Facebook page 

• The big attendance at the 50 

year reunion in 2014 

• Our club history is not lost. 

We have it collected, written, and 

have internally shared our com-

bined half  century history for all 

alumni and current players to see. 

 

 7) The Jayhawk organization is 

evolved and does things many 

other clubs do not. There are 3 

legs to the stool.  

• Rugby club (KJRFC) 

• Facility owner (Westwick) 

• IRS qualified charity (KRF) 

Although the facility and charity 

have existed for over 20 years, in 

the past year they have worked to 

become more efficient: 

• The KRF Board of  Directors 

has expanded membership and the 

scope of  issues they address has 

expanded. 

• KRF meets quarterly and now 

has members from all three above 

groups in those quarterly meetings. 

• The KRF includes a college 

player and will soon have two on 

the board. 

• The KRF would like to add a 

player’s parent to the board. That 

member is planning sideline events 

for inclusion of  parents, and will 

rally the parents to help support 

the team’s objectives. 

 

 8) A big development is that the 

KRF is now addressing the cen-

tral objective of  all charities and 

is actively raising funds to sus-

tain the club.  

• That KRF fund raising is al-

lowing the club to get matching 

funds from the university. 

• It is enabling the proper up-

keep of  the Westwick complex, 

which needs its 20 acres mowed 

and tended through the year. 

• The club now has to have li-

censed trainers at practices and 

games. 

• The club is able to charter 

buses and vans to safely transport 

the team when they have far off  

matches. 

 

 This May, we believe the club 
will only lose one graduating 
senior. We have a young squad 
that will only get better next fall.  

 

 The club has been achieving great 

things on and off  the field and the 

reason is because of  hard work by 

a lot of  players and alumni. – It’s 

not just “luck”. **** 



 

 

Spring Results 
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Westwick is closer to Kansas City! 
 

The long awaited K-10/South Lawrence Freeway  

now delivers you less than 3 miles from the gate of  Westwick. 

 

This reduces the drive from Kansas City because you no 
longer have to drive through Lawrence.  

 

All you do is stay on K-10 and exit at US-59, go south and then 
west. 
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2018 Alumni Weekend 
 

 May 3 (Thursday afternoon)  
 Shooting Clays  - 5:30 @ Westwick  - $10 per person 

 Followed by drinks at Clubhouse above Johnny’s 

 

 May 4 (Friday afternoon)  

 Golf  Tournament 1:00 @ Jayhawk Club - $50 per person 

   (formerly Alvamar, 1809 Birdie Way) 

   4 man scramble  - 9 holes 

 Followed by Mingle @ Johnny’s that night 

 

May 5 (Saturday)  

 Rugby Match w KC Blues 1:00 @ Westwick- $3 per car 

 Banquet - $50/person - 6:30 Cocktails, 7:30 Dinner 

   (The W Banquet Hall, 704 Connecticut)  

   Alumni Invited 

   Current Side Invited 
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Kansas tops Missouri 13-12 
in Merit Table 
March 3, 2018 @ Westwick 
 
 This wasn’t a “match” any more 
than “High Noon” is just a cowboy 
movie.  We need a bigger word. 
 
 Both of these teams want to be in 
the national playoffs and have been 
working their way through their 
conference matches for a year in a 
lead–up to what happened today.   
 
 There were some great tangent 
stories… 
 
 Kansas had their whole team on 
the field warming up more than 
two hours in advance of the match 
and the arrival of Missouri. (Can 
you alumni of years past remember 
waiting for your stragglers to show 
by game time?) 
 
 Ed Russell, (Ryan’s dad) did a call 
out to Kansas player’s parents and 
had a good-sized crowd of mom’s 
and dad’s fed and partying on the 
midfield sideline. - The players 
loved it. 
 
 Over 200 more showed up to 
cheer. - It was the biggest sideline 

crowd since the 50th an-
niversary game in 2014. 
 
 A former Eagle called 
the match. 
 
 No…Today was more 
than a “match”.  
 
 The weather was sunny, in the low 
60’s, and with a 15 MPH wind out 
of the south. The Jayhawks had the 
first half tail wind. 

 
 3 minutes – Kansas 
awarded a penalty kick 5 
meters out of Missouri’s 
goal, near the posts. Full-
back JACK “MARTY” 
YOUNG went for posts.  
SCORE 3-0 Kansas 
 
 28 minutes – Kansas was 
on the Missouri 22 and 
passed the ball left 
through their entire back-
field and into the hands 

of COLE WILLIAMS, their 
freshman wing from Parker Colo-
rado, who last year was a Colorado 
High School All-State rugby back. 
Williams down the ball in the left 
corner. YOUNG’s extra points 
attempt was wide. 
SCORE 8-0 Kansas 
 
 30 minutes – Missouri awarded a 
penalty kick on Kansas’ 20 and at 
first appeared they would try for 
posts. They reconsidered and in-
stead toed the ball and attacked 
wide and got to the Jayhawks goal 
line. The Jayhawks got the ball back 
and kicked it back up field; away 
from trouble. 
 
 35 minutes – Kansas awarded a 
penalty kick 25 meters out from 
Missouri’s goal and left of posts. 
YOUNG went for posts, but his 
ball hit high on the upright and fell 
straight down into the field of play. 
The Jayhawks swarmed the ball and 
for the next minutes Kansas was 
pounding the Missouri goal line. 
Missouri got the ball and punted up 
field and out of play, ending the 
half. 
SCORE at half 8-0 Kansas 
 
 Second Half – 
 
 4 minutes – Missouri’s backfield 
worked the ball out and got a 
breakaway into the right side of the 

Beating Missouri 
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Kansas goal, but when the Tiger 
attempted to down the ball, he 
lost control and ricochet it off 
swarming Jayhawks and the ball 
was obscured. The ref brought the 
ball out for a 5 meter scrum for 
Missouri, who quickly scored mid-
right of the posts. The Missouri 
kicker went for the conversion 
using a drop kick and was short. 
SCORE 8-5 Kansas 
 
 7 minutes – Kansas drove down 
to the Missouri goal line and was 
pounding. Missouri retrieved pos-

session and punted out to the 22 
meter sideline.  
 
 18 minutes – Missouri won a 
scrum 22 meters from the Kan-
sas goal and broke through with 
a run that scored by the right 
post. Missouri’s drop kick con-
version was good. 

SCORE 8-12 Missouri takes 
lead. 
 
 32 minutes – Kansas had a line-
out on the Missouri 5 meter line. 
Kansas 2nd row, RYAN HARRI-
MAN (former Florida All-State 
rugby 2nd row) noted that Mis-
souri did not have his other 2nd 
row TANNER SHIMEC cov-
ered in the line out and called for 
the ball. Shimec pulled down the 
ball and the Petalum California 
player was swarmed by his Kansas 
pack, who turned the lineout to a 

maul, driving like a wedge into the 
Missouri goal, where Shimec 
down the ball in the right corner. 
YOUNG’s attempt was short 
against the wind. 
SCORE 13-12 Kansas re-gained 
the lead. 
 
 See the photo with this story. -  
 
You can see Shimec holding 
the ball inside his protective 
bubble of Jayhawks, as they 
drive into the Missouri goal for 
the win. 
 
 The above summary does not do 
justice to the game’s quality of 
play. There was terrific play con-
trolling and passing the ball. The 
tackling by both teams was relent-
less. - It was a collision of two 
rugby powerhouses. **** 
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Jayhawks beat Washington 
University 72-5 in cold, 
rainy Merit Table game 
 

After match, both teams lined up 
and cheered the hardy crowd that 
stayed to watch in the marginal 
weather. 
 

The original game-plan was for the 
Jayhawks to play Wash U on their 
artificial turf field and then motor 
over to nearby Forrest Park to face 
Sunday Morning RFC. However 
that 2nd game was scratched be-
cause of the potential damage that 
match would have caused to the 
pitch. 

 

The “story” here has 3 elements: 
What, Who, and How. 

 

WHAT: 

It took COMMITTMENT and 
TOUGHNESS to get out of bed 
at 5:00 AM on a rainy day, when its 
2 degrees above freezing, to board 
a van before sunrise, drive 300 
miles in the rain, and knowing that 
at the end of the ride you would 
have to gear up and play a pair of 
matches in the same foul weather. 
– Maybe nothing else written about 
the Jayhawks this whole season will 
trump that “act of will” for you as 
individual players and collectively 
as a team. 

 

WHO: 

It was 2 sides of players that did 
that. – All of you may question 
your commitment to come to prac-
tice and make trips like this. Trust 

me; you would 
be missed if not 
there.  

 

The players on a 
rugby club are 
like bricks in a 
wall. Without 
any of you; the 
wall is not as tall 
and strong. Eve-
ryone can be re-
p l a c e d ,  b u t 
WITH you, the 
whole team top 
to bottom is 
stronger. The practices are better. 
There is competition for spots. The 
coach can deploy optional line-ups 
to account for the opposition and 
field conditions. Having numbers 
means a deep team and builds for 
continuity into the coming seasons. 
– There is a reason that good rugby 
clubs around the globe have multi-
ple sides. You all will share the ac-
colades of what gets accomplished. 
It’s not one person and it’s not a 
“first 15” (whatever that means). 
Being on a rugby club is a binary 
thing. - Are you on the rugby club? 
(Y/N) - The Jayhawks can and will 
accomplish great things if they have 
big numbers. – Great job on this 
road trip! 

 

HOW: 

I brought a couple of old 1970’s 
ruggers with me to this match. One 
was the hooker I faced from K-
State for 3 years while I was a Jay-
hawk and who later played for the 
KC Blues. The other was a starting 
offensive lineman for Missouri, 
who took up rugby in Memphis 

after graduating and was selected as 
an All Star prop for the Eastern 
RFU, back when there were just 4, 
huge, territorial unions.  

 

Both of these guys were hard-
nosed front row players.  

 

They noted the items outlined 
above (2 sides, travel 300 miles, to 
play a match in very cold & wet 
conditions).  

 

They were impressed on how the 
Jayhawks played.  

 

They asked how the Jayhawks 
can do this? Do they have schol-
arships?  

 

I said “No... It’s just a very good 
rugby club, top to bottom. It’s 
why I invited you.” **** 

Gritty Jayhawks win cold, wet game on road 

Freshman prop Clayton Ginther scoring tryFreshman prop Clayton Ginther scoring tryFreshman prop Clayton Ginther scoring tryFreshman prop Clayton Ginther scoring try    
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The college Heart of America 
has 8 teams who all play an of-
ficial “Merit Table” match in a 
round-robin once a year. That 
makes incidental meetings other 
than the Merit Table match in-
consequential. 

To determine the league’s win-
ner, they have adopted the 
world-wide rugby union’s 
“Bonus Point System” which is 
as follows: 

• 4 points for winning a 
match 

• 2 points for drawing a 
match 

• 0 points for losing a 
match 

• 1 losing bonus point for 
losing by 7 points (or fewer) 

• 1 try bonus point for scor-
ing 4 tries (or more) 

• -4 points deducted 
against a team that forfeits a 
match 

In this system, winning teams 
get 4 or 5 points; drawing teams 
2 or 3 points; and losing teams 
0, 1, or 2 points. 

Maximum points awarded in a 
win is 5 points. 

So in our league of 8 teams, 
if a club won all 7 round-
robin matches and scored 4 
or more tries in each, they 
would get a maximum 7 x 5 
points or 35 points. 

This year’s league results are 
printed in display below.  

Although we beat Missouri in 
our last Merit Table match, in 
the bulk of the other games 
played, Missouri had one more 
game than Kansas where they 
got the bonus point for 4 or 
more tries. 

Kansas scored only 3 tries (and 
a lot of kicks) in beating Iowa 
State. So we missed that bonus 
point. 

Kansas also lost control of their 
destiny by losing to K-State 22-
18 after leading most of the 
game. 

The fact we beat MU, got the 
Jayhawks into the playoffs as a 
wildcard this year. We need to 
do a better job next year so we 
can win the league outright.**** 

  

Explaining the Rugby Match Point System 

to Determine Playoffs 
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Jayhawks drop close match to 
University of Central Florida in 
National Quarterfinals 
April 7, 2018 @ Westwick  
 
 The playoff site host Jayhawks 
played the match on a sunny, mid 
30’s day, that had an 8 MPH wind 
blowing out of the north. The Jay-
hawks had the wind at their backs 
in the first half. 
 
 4 minutes – UCF awarded a pen-
alty kick 10 meters from Kansas’ 
goal line. UCF toed the ball and 
scored thru the upright. Easy con-
version.  
SCORE 7-0 UCF 
 
 10 minutes – Jayhawk’s captain 
#8, RYAN RUSSELL broke 
through UCF and had a 45 meter 
run that scored mid-left of posts. 
The conversion attempt by senior 
fu l lback JACK “MARTY” 
YOUNG was foiled when a gust of 
wind blew the ball off the tee while 
he was in his approach to kick. 
SCORE 7-5 UCF 
 
 25 minutes – UCF pounded the 
ball into a piled up ruck on the 
Kansas goal line, but couldn’t get 
the ball downed. The Jayhawks 

were awarded a penalty kick that 
allowed them to get the ball out of 
bounds up field. 
 
 30 minutes – UCF pounding the 
Kansas goal line. A 5 meter scrum 
was awarded UCF, who won that 
scrum and scored mid-right of 
posts. The UCF conversion at-
tempt against the gusty wind was a 
line drive under the cross bar 
(missed). 
SCORE 12-5 UCF 
 
 35 minutes – Jayhawks were 
awarded a scrum near the UCF 22 
meter line. UCF had a terrific 

hooker who won the ball “against 
the head”. UCF fed the ball to their 
wide left side and threw a skip pass 
out to their wing who ran along the 
sideline more than 60 meters down 
to near the Kansas goal line, where 
the Jayhawks managed a saving 
tackle. The ensuing play returned 
the ball to midfield. 
 
 37 minutes – RYAN RUSSELL 
kicked a punt deep from midfield 
and was then hit by UCF as he at-
tempted to play the ball down field. 
That resulted in a penalty kick for 
the Jayhawks. Fullback JACK 
“MARTY” YOUNG punted with 

Jayhawks’ First Playoff  Match of  the Millennia 

 Above, Delanio Florez gets short pass in lineout. 

 Below, Florez feeds Ryan Russell for score. 

Ryan Russell’s try from 45 meters out 



 

the wind and expertly found touch 
on the UCF 5 meter line. RYAN 
RUSSELL threw in to hooker 
DELANIO FLOREZ who was 
wrapped up as he advanced a few 
steps and offloaded to RYAN 
RUSSELL in the gap by the side-
lines. RUSSELL downed the ball 
in the left corner. YOUNG’s con-
version from the sideline place-
ment was wide. 
SCORE 12-10 UCF 
 
 Halftime 
 
 5 minutes – UCF awarded a 
scrum 10 meters from the Kansas 
goal line. They won the scrum and 
scored through the posts. Easy 
conversion. 
SCORE 19-10 UCF 
 
 18 minutes – UCF won a Kansas 
scrum “against the head” 15 me-
ters from the Kansas goal. UCF 
scored on a maul through the 
posts. Easy conversion. 
SCORE 26-10 UCF 
 
 23 minutes – Jayhawks awarded a 
penalty kick 10 meters from UCF’s 
goal. The Jayhawk hooker AN-
GELO PIZZO was passed the 
ball in a second phase and was able 
to squirm into the UCF goal and 
down the ball under UCF’s feet 
mid-right of posts. YOUNG’s 
conversion attempt was wide. 
SCORE 26-15 UCF 
 
 35 minutes – Jayhawks had the 
ball out of a ruck on UCF’s 40 me-
ter line and passed the ball through 
their backs to their right. A UCF 
player intercepted a bad pass and 
sprinted to his left corner and then 
downed the ball under the posts. 
Easy conversion. 
SCORE 33-15 UCF 
 

 37 minutes – Jayhawks were at-
tacking the UCF goal. A UCF 
player was carded off for a danger-
ous pile drive tackle on RYAN 
RUSSELL. Kansas penalty kick 
from 10 meters out was fed to 
their big freshman prop/sub #8 
CLAYTON GINTHER who did 
a solo-smash-collision try mid-
right of posts. The Jayhawks con-
version was attempted by fresh-
man  f l yha l f  SAM GAS-
PAROVICH had the distance but 

was wide. 
SCORE 33-20 
 
 39 minutes – UCF awarded a pen-
alty kick 30 meters out. They went 
for posts, but were wide. 
FINAL SCORE 33-20 **** 
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Angelo Pizzo’s playoff  try 
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Clayton Ginther’s 

playoff  try 
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Support your rugby club! 
 

Put it on your credit card. 

 

Go to www.jayhawkrugby.com 

Hit “Donate”. 

It’s a PayPal link directly to our charity account. 


