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JAYHAWKS  JACK DIENST  
 THE  SOPHOMORE ,  COLLEGE  TEAM  CAPTA IN  
I S  RECOGNIZED  BY  GOFF  RUGBY  REPORT  AS  
ONE  OF  THE  5 0  BEST  BACKS  IN  COLLEGE  
D I V I S ION  I .  
 
INS IDE  TH I S  ED IT ION :  
•  IN T E R V I E W  W I TH  J A C K  D I E N S T  A N D  A N  O P E N  

L E T T E R  F R OM  P R O P  S P E N C E R  B I R D  P R O V I D I N G  A N  
I N S I D E  L O O K  A B O U T  YOUR  R U G B Y  C L U B .  

•  G O L F  C OW B O Y  R O U ND  U P .  

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 

www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

32222 West 89th Street 

DeSoto, KS, 66218  

February,  2017  
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Make note of the Jayhawks’ 
home games and particularly 
the Merit Table Match with 

Nebraska on March 11. 
 

Jack Dienst, the Jayhawks’ cap-
tain said that if the alumni want 
to come back and see one good 
game this spring, please come 
to this Merit Table match.  

Nebraska beat the Jayhawks in 
Merit Table in Lincoln, NE last 
spring and the Jayhawks look 
forward to this re-match with 
the Huskers. 

 

The Heart of  America 
7’s Tournament on April 
22 will be a rugby festival with 
teams from Missouri, Kansas 

State, Truman State, Oklahoma 
State, Nebraska , and Washing-
ton University (St. Louis).  

 

This is the sort of event that is 

perfectly suited for West-
wick; with its pair of pitches 
separated by the bleacher berm. 
**** 
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The idea is to make this 
group a FREE BENEFIT for 
being a current or past Jayhawk 
rugby player.  

• People can get help with 
employment,  

• Find employee candidates,  

• Peddle their company & ser-
vices and  

• Discuss issues that may be 
of interest to the group.  

It’s a bubble of info that only we 
can access.  

 

 It’s also totally free of costs. 

 

A “LinkedIn” page in like your 
business resume. You post what 
you want others to know about 
you, related to your profession or 
studies/career interest.  

 

Outsiders can NOT make posts 
on your LinkedIn page.  

 

Student-players pursuing a degree 
and are interested in a summer in-
ternship or a career job in a spe-
cific industry could post their in-
terest to the Old Boy network on 
Linkedin. Then Alumni could ei-
ther offer the student an internship 
or job interview at their com-
pany if a fit, or see if they can fa-
cilitate it with a friend. 

 

  

The easiest way to do this without 
a middle-man is for the Old Boy 
Alumni and the current student-
players to use Linkedin and join 
the Kansas Jayhawks Rugby 
Football Alumni Group. 

 

All interested in participating in 
this group should: 

 

(1) If you don’t already have 

one, establish a Linkedin page. 
That’s free and easy. Just go to this 
website and fill in the screen. 

www.linkedin.com 

 

(2) Then search out “groups” 

and join the Kansas Jayhawks 
Rugby Football Alumni Group. 
It’s a “members-only” group and 
we are the gatekeepers and will let 
you join. 

(3) Players can then post their 

interest in the “discussion” area 
and alumni can post their open 
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s a m e 
“discussion” area. 

 

Both ends of the deal can then 
contact each other and work out 
the details. 

 

Once a Jayhawk;  

always a Jayhawk  

 

A Real...Good Old Boy 
Club **** 

 A Real...Good Old Boy Club 
 Join the “Member-Only” LinkedIn Group 

 “Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Alumni Group” 
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The 6’2” 215 pound sophomore is 
the Jayhawks’ big inside center. He 
grew up in a suburb of Minneapo-
lis MN, called Edina. He played 
football in high school as a wide 
receiver and tight end.  He had a 
lot of friends who were playing 
high school rugby and Dienst 
started to play with them in his 
senior year and covered a 12 game 
season.  
 
 He came to KU because of its na-
tionally acclaimed Architecture 
School and the great atmosphere 
on its beautiful campus. After he 
committed to come to Kansas, he 
looked for and found the Jayhawks 
rugby club on the internet. He 
emailed them and Coach Matt 
Schwartz replied and told him 
where to find practice and got him 
coming to fall practice as he ar-
rived as a freshman. It was a terri-
fic first season for Dienst; the team 
went 7-2-1(T) (3-1 Merit Table) in 
the fall of 2015. 

 
 After this past fall 2016 season, 
the Facebook blog Goff Rugby 
Report (which follows USA high 
school and college rugby) named 
Jack Dienst on his “Top 50 Di-
vision 1 Backs” list. It was a huge 
honor. When asked about that 
honor, Dienst quickly credited all 
his teammates who fed him the 
ball. He couldn’t play the game 
well, if they weren’t good, too. 
 
 Although the fall 2016 season at 
6-5 record (3-2 Merit Table), didn’t 
have as many wins as the team had 
hoped, Dienst sees the team made 
a terrific improvement in having 
fun. The players have bonded a lot 
more than they did the prior year. 
After weight lifting, practices, and 
games, the players used to go 
home. But this year, they hang 
around with each other. As the 
team captain, this bonding has 
been a point of emphasis. His 
“take” on the won-loss record is 

that there are a lot of freshmen 
and other players who are new to 
the team and haven’t played to-
gether that long. He foresees them 
getting much better, - quickly. 
 
 This past fall, the club had 3 inter-
national players. The international 
players brought a terrific under-
standing of the game of rugby to 
the team. Dienst said he can’t 
think of another sport where you 
would have that level of interna-
tional participation on a team. He 
became good friends with the in-
ternational guys and figures he 
could text any of them 10 years 
from now and say he was in their 
country and get together for a 
beer. Having such good friends all 
around the world is something he 
said he could never have imagined 
happening for a guy from Minne-
sota. 
 
 Looking ahead at the coming 
spring season, Dienst thinks the 

 Captain’s View of  the Club 
 Interview with  Jack Dienst  - College Side Captain 
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Jayhawks will have good prospects 
for the Heart of America Union 
7’s Tournament on April 22. It’s 
held in Lawrence at Westwick. 
The Jayhawk backfield is getting 
filled with some very good players.  
 
 There are some terrific players 
returning to the club. (Dienst 
hesitated to start to list players, 
because he could and should 
say something about all of 
them, but for the alumni…) 
 
 Junior, Sam Tanner will be re-
turning to the backfield this spring. 
He took a break from rugby this 
past fall after being a terrific player 
his freshman and sophomore year. 
(see below) 

 Sophomore Jeff Schuman re-
turns. He’s a very big forward and 
was awarded the club’s “Rookie of 
the Year” award as a freshman in 
the fall of 2015. (see below) 

 They will join sophomore back 
Arnold Dinh who seems to be 
able run over anyone, no matter 
who they are. (see below) 

 Freshman Jason Fu played rugby 
in high school, but learned the 
scrum half position this past fall. 
It’s a tough position to play well 
and he’s done a good job of that. 
He had a fantastic game against 
Washington University that he 
played flawlessly. (see below) 

 Club side wing Carrim-Jamal 
Browne played his rookie season 
this past fall. The former KU track 
athlete has shown remarkable im-
provement in every game. He 
spent this winter in Orlando, Flor-
ida, playing at the demanding full-
back position and learned a lot 
about rugby  strategy. (see below) 

 The forwards have some terrific  
props: Junior Spencer Bird is 
strong as an ox and freshman 
David Noble is a giant who can 
roll over people. They have a hard-
t a ck l i ng  hooke r  in  Nei l 
McCarthy. The team has a book-
end set of talented lock/2nd rows 
in Tanner Shimec and Ryan 
Harriman who are good in the 
open field and great as jumpers in 
lineouts. English exchange student 
Barcley West is another forward 
returning who is big and strong 
enough to play a number of posi-
tions. Junior Sam Billman (see 
below) and senior Cameron Rex 
return as very good flankers. Sen-
ior Daniel Buescher is returning. 
He’s been playing #8. – It’s a 
good mixture of size, speed, 
and experience. It’s a good 
problem to have; trying to fig-
ure out how to get them all on 
the pitch. 

 
 If you ask who would be some 
“guys to watch” this spring, Di-
enst highlighted two in particu-
lar: 

Noble (above) Billman (below) 

 



 

 
 We have a new guy who came out 
this spring named Wyatt Tourtil-
lott who is a terrific athlete. He’s a 
freshman. He’s never played rugby 
before, but he’s fast, strong, ath-
letic, and loves to hit. We think he 
will become a very good back. 

 
 Tanner Shimec is another guy to 
watch in the forwards this spring. 
He has returned in phenomenal 
shape. He was in the weight room 
all winter. Last fall he started to 
really develop as a good player and 
had some long runs in games. He’s 
just going to be much better and 
Dienst expects a “breakout sea-
son” from him. 

 

 If  there is one 
g ame  a l umn i 
should come to; 
it’s the Nebraska 
game on Saturday, 
March 11.  
 
 
 

It’s a home game. It’s a Merit 
Table. Nebraska took it to us 
last year and we’d like to kind of 
give it back to them. They have 
some big boys on their team, so 
I think it could be a pretty good 
match. **** 

Tanner Shimec 

Lock/2nd Row 
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Dear Team 
 
I want to start off saying by saying 
what an opportunity rugby is. Com-
ing from a JU-CO, where I had no 
opportunities to compete in anything 
for 2 years, to this; is a dream come 
true for me. I thought my last time to 
be physical and compete was at state 
wrestling my senior year of high 
school. Rugby is an incredible sport 
that allows all of us to compete and 
legally hit people for a few more years 
before it will be taken from just about 
all of us indefinitely.  Spending 2 years 
not being able to do this opened my 
eyes to what a great opportunity rugby 
is. Trust me it really sucks when you 
can’t just go out and do something like 
this every day. 
             
We all are very lucky to be able to take 
part in this sport. We have a great 
team, a great system, great coaches, 
and strong program behind us. It is up 
to us to keep this program strong and 
relevant. This club provides so much 
for all of us on top of the opportunity 
to compete. The coaches donate their 
time, the alumni donates money, the 
club pays for this indoor field to play 
on and that’s not cheap. People take 
on roles like equipment manager, field 
marking, post-game social responsibili-
ties, Rick pays for us all to eat Thurs-
day nights, provides an awesome club-
house for us all to hang out, relax and 
build bonds together as a team. The 
club pays a lot for the New Zealand 
trip and brings us all together. 
 
For all this, we owe it to our alumni, 
coaches, supporters, fans, the KU 
rugby legacy, and each other as team 
mates and brothers to not only con-
tinue the KU rugby legacy, but to 
improve the program and give back. 
We need to look at examples like Cap-
tain Jack, Jeff, Barcley, Arnold, and 
everyone else who contributes to the 
team like Alex Blackburn who man-
ages the field. These are leaders. The 
guys that are showing up, putting in 
the hard work, and adding value to the 
club. It is up to the rest of us to do the 
same. If we don’t all step up to the 
plate, the time put in by all these guys 

is wasted, from opening the weight 
room every day and showing up con-
sistently to improve performance, add-
ing to the success of the team, to man-
aging personal nutrition, and the field 
at Westwick. 
 
It is up to us to put in the time and 
reciprocate for these guys and the club 
for everything it does. This will not 
only not only bring the team together 
but will improve our performance 
every Saturday to the extent that we 
are a dominant team. Dominating 
other teams is fun. Winning is fun. 
We all owe it to the club to be putting 
in the hard work every week to kick 
ass and take names. 
 
Who all is willing to take the time 
and make the sacrifices make this 
happen? To achieve these goals Jack, 
Barcley, Jeff, Arnold, and I have done 
some thinking and conversing on how 
best to do this. The following is what 
we will be implementing in the follow-
ing weeks. 
 
Twice per week lifting. Everyone 
needs to be in the weight room twice 
per week. I brought sign-up sheets to 
sign your name to 2 of the 5 days per 
week the club lift room will be open 
where we will expect to see you on the 
days and times you said you would go. 
We will be keeping records of who is 
coming and it will be affecting playing 
time. If there are any problems or 
scheduling conflicts you need to con-
tact one of us five directly. 
 
Next we will be adding 1 extra practice 
per week. This will be a mandatory 
player lead, fun practice. We will all 
show up and talk about what we want 
to work on and that’s what we will do. 
We will also find fun ways to get in 
good conditioning and get the all the 
wiggles out every week so at practices 
we are all 100% focused. Off season 
the goal is to have a total of at least 2 
practices per week and during season 3 
total practices per week. 
 
From now on during games, all players 
need to be on the sidelines supporting 
their team not off drinking before the 

social. 
 
No more drinking Friday nights be-
fore games. Don’t come to a game 
hung over. This should go without 
saying, but just so everyone knows it 
will not be tolerated. Also personal 
nutrition a day or two before games 
should be important to all of us. Pro-
tein, fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds and 
water will improve your performance 
and is important to think about. 
Brownies, cake, sugar, carbs, heavily 
processed foods and alcohol will hurt 
your performance. 
 
Also on the sign up sheets there are 
boxes to add a suggestion about what 
you want to do at our extra practice. 
Things that you think we need to prac-
tice and improve on everyone put a 
suggestion there. We want to know 
what you think so there is also a box 
to leave a comment. 
 
This is going to be a big change for all 
of us and hopefully for the best is eve-
ryone puts in the work. We are open 
to suggestions. Let one of us know 
what you think. For now, this is the 
plan but we can always make changes 
down the road. 
 
I hope everyone is excited about this 
as we are and ready to get to work and 
beat some ass this next season.  
Spencer Bird 

 Alumni Should All Read This… 
  Spencer Bird - Playing His First Year of  KU Rugby at Prop, Throws Down a Challenge 

Spencer Bird with ball  

Neil McCarthy in support  
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Dire
ctio
n Of  The Club 

Players 
• The club has a terrific roster of  athletes. 

• Nearly all have prior playing experience 

• The club is deep; with over 50 players. 

• There is a self-directed change among the 
players themselves to get ultra-fit and to 
become a dominant club. 

• The players are becoming a tighter knit 
group than recent years. 

Funding 
• The club’s website now has “donate” but-

ton using PayPal.- If  you are providing fi-
nancial help now, THANK YOU FOR 
GIVING! 

• The club’s games are drawing spectators 
and the club is charging a modest entry 
fee to see a game at Westwick. We need to 
improve facilities to grow the spectator 
base. 

• The club is doing a MUCH better job of  
getting available funding from KU. 

Facilities 
• It’s the finest rugby pitch in the re-
gion.  

• It is perfect for a function like the Heart 
of  America College 7’s Tournament on 
April 22 . Alumni should attend. 

• It still needs better toilet facilities and 
changing rooms. This development im-
provement is at odds with the 
“conditional use permit” (CUP) estab-
lished 20 years ago.  

Publicity 
• The club’s Facebook page was updated 

weekly and included a full summary of  
games for parents of  players, alumni, and 
interested player candidates to follow the 
Jayhawks. (Kansas Jayhawks Rugby 
Football Club) 

• The club’s website is updated & linked to 
the club’s Facebook page to stay fresh. 
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Shameless Pitch for Alumni Funds 
A reminder  - The club has a $50,000/year overhead. The 
players’ dues and fund raisers cover about half  that. The 
alumni (folks like you) shoulder the rest. 

 

We need 25 guys to give $1,000 each every year. Or 50 
guys to give $500. Or 100 guys to give $250. 

 

So are you ANY of  these needed folks? 

 

• Go to www.JayhawkRugby.com 

• Click “Donate” 

• Charge it on your credit card. 

• Print your receipt for your taxes. 

• Money goes to The Kansas Rugby 
Foundation, Inc., so your gift is tax 
deductible. 
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This year’s Golf Rodeo took 
place January 26-28th at the PGA 
Golf Club in Port St. Lucie, FL.  
Cowboys from San Francisco to 
Miami, Dallas to Chicago de-
scended upon Orlando, FL on 
Thursday for a practice round at 
the Eagle Creek Golf Club.  We 
then proceeded to Port St. Lucie 
for the two-day main event being 
held at the PGA Trail Golf 
Course and PGA Wanamaker 
Course.  The practice round pro-
vided the Bucks (senior members 
of the Cowboys) and the Baby-
Bucks (junior members) an oppor-
tunity to plot for the all-important 
matches to be played on Friday and 
Saturday.  The Bucks were confi-
dent of an unprecedented “three-
peat” while the Baby-Bucks vowed 
this would never happen.   
 
This year’s cowboys included:     
 
Bucks – Capt. Bill Boyle, Paul 
Diedrich, Dave Hamill, Don 
Harris, Larry Krisman, Steve 
Merdinger, Mark Mitscher, Rick 
Renfro and Louie Riederer.    
 
Baby-Bucks – Capt. Paul King, 
Lou Blanco, Mike Hammond, 
Greg Jarvis, Jorge Reyes, Tony 
Rio, Pat Roberts and Larry 
Smith.  Baby-bucks played short-
handed when long-standing stal-
wart, John Brooks, was unfortu-
nately a no-show.   
 
Prior to the matches Lou Blanco 
distributed the official KJRFC Golf 
Rodeo long-sleeve blue t-shirts, 
along with iCool Golf Towels from 
Paul Diedrich, to all of this year’s 

cowboys, (a big thank you 
pardners from Bucks & 
Baby-Bucks alike).       
 
Friday’s pairings at the 
PGA Trail Golf Club 
pitted Boyle vs King (W); 
Riederer vs Blanco (W); 
Merdinger vs Hammond 
(W); Diedrich (W) vs Jar-
vis; Harris & Krisman (W) 
vs Rio & Roberts; Renfro, 
Mitscher & Hamill (W) vs 
Reyes & Smith.  Matches 
on Friday were Ryder 
Cup Match Play format, 
and when the dust set-
tled the Baby-Bucks 
held a narrow 2-hole 
lead. 
 
Saturday’s pairing at the 
PGA Wanamaker Course utilized 
a two-man scramble format and 
pitted Boyle & Mitscher (W) vs 
Smith & Blanco; Merdinger, Renfro 
& Krisman vs. King and Reyes 
(W); Diedrich & Hamill vs. Jarvis & 
Roberts (W); and Riederer & Harris 
(W) vs. Hammond & Rio.  Satur-
day’s matches were not as close 
with the Baby-Bucks prevailing 
by 7 holes to win the overall 
competition 9 up. 
 
The traveling plaque was presented 
to the Baby-Bucks at the after party 
at Duffy’s Bar where the entire 
group cheered on the KU B-Ballers 
in their epic win over Kentucky.  In 
addition to the plaque, this year’s 
winners received a “cup-trophy” 
which they promptly filled (ala the 
Kernow Cup) with their favorite 
inebriant.   

 
The Golf Rodeo brings back to-
gether old teammates and great life-
long friends.  We reminisce about 
our time on the rubgy pitch, and 
develop new stories.  Social Fellow-
ship practiced once the matches 
were over and great time was had 
by one-and-all. 
 
Next year marks the 20th anni-
versary of the Golf Rodeo and the 
Cowboy planners are already scout-
ing out sights for this historic 
event.  If anyone has recommenda-
tions for an upscale Golf Resort in 
the Phoenix or San Diego area, 
please contact the head cowboy, 
Louie Riederer and/or his event 
planners:  Lou Blanco, Bill Boyle 
& Paul King.   
 
 

2017 Golf  Rodeo – PGA Golf  Club @ Port St. Lucie, FL 
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Glossary:  
 
Cowboys – term coined by Dodge 
City legend Louie Riederer for par-
ticipants in the annual Golf Rodeo 
 

Bucks – Senior members of the 
touring party 
 
Baby-Bucks – Junior members of 
the touring party 
 
(W) denotes winner of match. 

 
Editors Note:   
Paul, Lou, and Louie, 
 
 I want to thank you for writing this 
up and for providing the 3 photos for 
the upcoming newsletter. 
 
 You guys sticking together for dec-
ades after hanging up the cleats is one 
of the greatest features of rugby in 
general and the Jayhawks in particular.  
 
 This brotherhood is a terrific example 
to show the current players.  
 
  On your submission, I note one dis-
turbing element. I don't think over the 
years that I have ever seen a photo of 
you Rodeo guys actually playing golf. 
Its always just guys in golf clothes 
in a line up team photo and then 
drinking in a bar. Does anyone 
really bring their clubs on these 
trips???? **** 

 From left to right: Paul Diedrich, Steve Merdinger, Mark Mitscher, David Hamil, Lou Blanco, Larry 
Krisman, Don Harris, Greg Jarvis, Larry Smith, Rick Renfro, Jorge Reyes, Tony Rio, Louie Riederer, 
Mike Hammond, Bill Boyle, Pat Roberts and Paul King.  
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Overall game plan is still tentative. 

 

Thursday May 4  - Skeet Shooting 

 

Friday May 5  - Golf  Tournament 

 

Saturday May 6  -  

 - Jayhawks play the Wichita Barbarians (1:00 tentative) 

 

 - Alumni game following above game for those interested 

 

 - Possible Banquet following that evening 

 

 

Acting Social Chairman Kyle “Caveman” Richardson to provide up-
dates on club’s Facebook page in coming months. 

Alumni Weekend Announced 
Saturday May 6 



 

Page 13 

KJRFC is on the move 
again internationally and 
will be leaving the U.S. on 
June 8, 2017 for their tour 
of  New Zealand.   

 

Doug McCauley (tour man-
ager) has done a tremendous 
j o b  w i t h  s ch e d u l i n g 
and coordinating the teams 
destinations, matches, and 
travel arrangements.  

 

 The tour party will start by 
visiting the South Island 
via Queenstown (match), 
Dunedin (view a first class 
match between the Brit-
ish/Irish Lions v High-
landers...some of  the most in 
form and best rugby players 
in the world will be on offer).  

 

They will then visit Timaru 
(match). The Jayhawks will be 
hosted in Timaru in part by 

Paul Scott, Jayhawk alumni. 
Doug McCauley reached out 
to Paul for assistance. Paul is 
instrumental in helping the 
tour secure tickets for the 
match in Dunedin and also 
with helping with what will 
happen in Timaru.  

 

 From Timaru, the boys are 
off  to Kaikoura for a rest 
day before heading to Piction 
to catch a ferry between the 
south and north islands of  
NZ to Wellington (match). 
Rotorua will be the next des-
tination (match).  

 

 The Jayhawks will travel to 
Auckland for departure and 
hopes of  catching the first 
test match between the All 
Blacks v British/Irish Li-
ons. Departure June 25, 2017. 

     

 

The core benefits of  going 
on tour for me (in no par-
ticular order)?  

 

1.RUGBY 

 

2.Once in a lifetime experi-
ences in a different coun-
try/culture with team-
mates. 

 

3.Being surrounded and 
embraced in a rugby cul-
ture. 

 

4.Getting out of  comfort 
zone. 

 

5.RUGBY 

  

 Thanks, 

 -Matt Schwartz 

  KJRFC 

 

Jayhawks 

2017  

New Zealand Tour 


