
 

Kansas  Jayhawks Rugby Footbal l  Club 

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 57 YEAR history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Charitable gifts can be made to: 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc.  

Go to 
www.JayhawkRugby.com 
Click on “DONATE”. 

(Services by PayPal) 

 

    OR 

 

Mail a check to: 
The Kansas Rugby Foundation, Inc.  

P.O. Box 1182 
Lawrence, KS  66044 

March,  2021  

SPRING EDITION 

Jayhawks’ Freshman Class (WOW!) 

ABOVE: Trevor Lister, our big 
freshman #8 from Blue Valley. He is part 
of a “bumper crop” of great new players. 

 

RIGHT: Tom Richards,  the prop 
and team captain from England’s Uni-
versity of East Anglia who will join us for 
his junior year starting fall 2021.  

Thank you KU’s Study Abroad! 



 

WHAT’S GOING ON 
 

Money 

We report the 2020 calendar year’s Financial Results of 
the Kansas Rugby Foundation. Due to the Pandemic 
shut down, the KRF supporters have not been showered 
with positive feedback from our results on the pitch, yet 
much of our organization remained in need of funds. 
 

Freshmen 

Until all players are vaccinated against Covid 19, the abil-
ity to practice, travel, and play matches are controlled by 
our many “masters”, such as our union, school, state, and 
opponents’ schools and states. - In the meanwhile, we 
highlight some important players for our future. 
 

Study Abroad Player Tom Richards 

Looking ahead to next fall, our great relationship with 
Study Abroad continues to pay dividends. He's just one 
player on a roster, but his arrival will be at a time when a 
good “club man” is exactly what we will need. 
 

Alumni Weekend is POSTPONED 

The annual Alumni Weekend will get postponed to some 
time this coming fall. The Pandemic made the planning 
too hard and there is reluctance of many to fly. See the 
coming Summer edition of the Newsletter. 
 

Louie’s Golf Cowboy Trip is POSTPONED 

The Pandemic caused the annual winter golf trip of some 
of our most loyal alumni to be postponed to a later date, 
to be determined.  (See us if you want to be invited.)    
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MoneyMoneyMoneyMoney 
How we did in 2020 

Introducing Some  

Jayhawk Freshmen 

Tom Richards 
British Forward Brings OpportunityBritish Forward Brings OpportunityBritish Forward Brings OpportunityBritish Forward Brings Opportunity    

    ---- Thanks to Study Abroad  Thanks to Study Abroad  Thanks to Study Abroad  Thanks to Study Abroad ---- 

Smart Jayhawks  
With 3.5 GPA or Better 

ALL AMERICAN jersey given to clubALL AMERICAN jersey given to clubALL AMERICAN jersey given to clubALL AMERICAN jersey given to club    

By 2015 Captain Matt  HarmonBy 2015 Captain Matt  HarmonBy 2015 Captain Matt  HarmonBy 2015 Captain Matt  Harmon    

 50 Year Old Jayhawk Photos 

 Submitted by Dan Marting 
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  Jayhawks’ College Games 2019/2020: 

 Fall Season    Spring Season  
 

 Central Missouri 44 -  7  Arkansas 44 -13 

 Oklahoma State 57 -  0  Nebraska 58 - 7 

 Iowa State  31 - 12  Season Cancelled  

 Iowa   34 -  0 

 Missouri  41 - 10     378  Points Scored 

 Kansas State 69 -  0       49  Points Allowed 

 

        

 *Heart of  America’s Best Record - UNDEFEATED   

 *Qualified for National Playoffs  

Thank You 
The gentlemen of the Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Club thank you for your continued  

involvement of following and supporting the team. 

 

Some of  our best days lay ahead and that is greatly because of  you. 



 

Introducing Some 

Jayhawk Freshmen  
Luke Connor 
Last year, he was team captain of the powerhouse St. 
Thomas Aquinas High School team and plays the key-
stone position of scrumhalf. He comes with a KU con-
nection, his older brother Joe Connor was the college 
president of the Jayhawks back in 2015; also playing 
scrumhalf on a very good KU team.  
 
Jayhawks’ senior forward Clayton Ginther is a fellow 
St. Thomas alum from when they won the single-school 
national high school championship. Ginther was asked. 
“What is Luke Connor like?” Ginther leaned in like 
he was telling a secret and said “He’s R-E-A-L-L-Y 
good!” 
  

• I was born in Des Moines Iowa, but have lived in 
Overland Park Kansas most of my life. 

• I have played rugby for 7 years. I started out in the 
heartland youth league and then began playing for 
St. Thomas Aquinas in 8th grade. I have always 
played scrumhalf, but have experience at center, 
wing, and fullback. My senior year at Aquinas I was 
the captain. 

• I started playing rugby because my oldest brother 
Joe and then my older brother Colin started playing 
when they went to high school. I went to all the 
games and loved to watch it. I knew I needed to 
play. I joined the youth league soon after. 

• I am currently in the school of business at KU. I am 
working towards a degree In Business Administra-
tion. My goals are to work hard and keep my schol-
arships, as well as put myself in a good position to 
secure an internship my Junior year. 

• My individual goals as a rugby player are to get big-
ger, faster, and stronger. I want to work hard at 
every practice and learn new skills to keep improving 
my game. As a team I want us to bring intensity to 
every drill and to keep getting better as a team even 
though having games is still uncertain. 

• Outside of rugby I like to workout at crunch fitness 
and play disc golf.  



 

Quentin Pithey 
He grew up around “serious rugby”. His dad was the 
coach of a men’s club in Pasadena California. Quentin 
has always played as a flanker or number 8. It’s a posi-
tion where a good athlete, who understands the game, 
can dominate. Their position allows them to roam with 
great field visibility and can quickly move to the action. 
 

•  I was born in Los Angeles and I have lived in Pasa-
dena, CA my whole life.  

• My Dad was a coach for the local rugby club 
(Pasadena Rugby Football Club), so I have been 
around the sport from a very young age.  

• I played on and off throughout elementary and mid-
dle school. In 8th grade I started to take it more seri-
ously and I have played every season since then. I 
have mainly played 8 man and flanker, but I have 
experience with most positions on the field.  

• I am undecided in my Major, but I plan on getting a 
degree in a field where I can help others.  

• My goal for the team is to keep getting better with 
practice and continuing to be successful on the pitch 
and my individual goal is to help the team any way I 
can in order for us to have success.  

• Outside of rugby, I like to hang out with friends and 
family and watch sports. 

 
  



 

Trevor Lister 
Trevor is the big player on this Newsletter’s cover. He 
was coached in high school by Jayhawk alum Matt 
O’Donnell. He’s obviously a great athlete with tremen-
dous “up-side” as he’s brought into the Jayhawks’ game 
system.  
 

•  I was born in Overland Park, Kansas, and I grew up 
in Bucyrus, Kansas. 

• I have played rugby for a little over three years, and 
have played everything in the pack, mostly eight 
man. I made a one game debut at 10 also. I played 
for Blue Valley Rugby in high school. 

• I have played football and wrestled for a while and 
never really had anything to do in the spring, except 
for a little bit of wrestling. My brother started play-
ing rugby in high school, and convinced me to come 
out and play my sophomore year of high school, and 
I enjoyed playing it since.   

• I am majoring in Sports Management, and plan to 
get a marketing minor. 

• I want to improve my understanding of the game, 
and the right timing to do the right things. As a 
team I would like to win a national champion-
ship.  

• Outside of rugby, I enjoy lifting weights, wrestling, 
and hanging out with my friends. 

Matt Seder 
Showing the wide geographic source of Jayhawk play-

ers, Matt comes from a town in Northern Maine. His 

introduction to the sport is like most of the alumni, as 

he is being introduced to rugby at KU.  

• My hometown is the town of Houlton, located in 

Northern Maine. 

• I have zero Rugby experience;  I've loved the short 

time I have played so far though. 

• I decided to start playing Rugby because I made 

friends with someone who was already on the 

team, and they suggested that I attend a few prac-

tices. 

• My goal while attending school at KU is to obtain 

a bachelor's degree in Biochemistry then, later on, 

attend KU medical school in hopes of becoming 

an anesthesiologist.  

• My induvial goal as a Rugby player is to become a 

leader on the field and better understand how the 

game works. My goal for the Rugby team would be 

to expand our team and get more people to join. 

As well as hopefully winning a championship. 

• My hobbies outside of rugby would be surfing, 
golf, fitness, or any form of outdoor activities.  



 

Smart Jayhawks 
 

Rugby Players with a 3.5 GPA or  

better this past fall. 

 

Congratulations Men ! 
 

Cole Williams, Senior 
Sam Gasparovich, Senior 
Scott Merdinger, Senior 
Isaac Schmidt, Senior 
Caleb Moore, Senior 
Andrew Schmidt, Junior 
Spencer Glaeser, Junior 
Luke Connor, Freshman 
Wyatt Parsons, Freshman 
Josh Carlstedt, Freshman 
Matt Seder, Freshman 
Jack Bowersox, Freshman 
Cian Kasten, Club Member (LHS) 



 

MoneyMoneyMoneyMoney 
How we did in 2020 

2019 (Prior Year) 
 $66,660 Total Donated + Lots of Airlines Miles 

 62 Donors 

2020 
 $44,547  Total Donated + Lots of Labor 

 26 Donors (Impacted by no “Crowd Funds”) 

The Jayhawks’ 501(c)3 charity, the Kansas Rugby 
Foundation, Inc. pays for Westwick operation and 
supplements the overhead costs of the rugby club. 

 

KRF had both some reduction in funding AND EX-
PENSES in 2020, due to the Pandemic’s suspension 
of play in mid-March. We did not travel to the Na-
tional Playoffs as we had planned, nor did we do any 
bus charters. - Our 2020 donors EXCEEDED their 
2019 funding for the continuing expense of main-
taining and improving the Westwick facility. 

  

 For Westwick: : : : The KRF pays for routine 

expenses such as mowing, taxes, and insurance. - The 
upkeep of the turf is important, even if there are no 
games or practices. The net cost ends up higher if you 
neglect the turf and later bring it back. For instance, if 

you reduce the pace of mowing, the mowing of resul-
tant taller grass leaves rows of grass clippings that kills 
the grass underneath. This 2020 slack year allowed us 
to properly address weed and clover infestation. – In 
2020, we completed much of our Phase One improve-
ments as defined in our “Conditional Use Permit” as 
filed with the county. Those improvements target the 
basic game day experience of Westwick visitors.  
 

Here is a recap of 2020 Westwick work: 

• CONCRETE - New paved walkway from parking 
lot to “Ford's Wiener Hut” that ends in a patio area. 
This is to improve the accessibility from the parking 
area and provide a stable viewing area for our aging fan 
base and anyone with special needs. It also provides a 
paved path to the new shelter for the latrines. Also a 
pad was poured for the sand bunker. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 (Breakdown) 

 Who gave: 

  17 “Cowboys” =    $36,247 

    9 Non-Cowboys =   $  8,300 * 

  * Impacted by no “Crowd Funds” $44,547 

Donation Instructions: 

  For General Fund =   $37,672 

  For Special Earmark =  $  6,875 * 

  * Impacted by no “Crowd Funds” $44,547 

Rough Grouping of Application: 

  On Westwick Operations =  $37,672 

  On Capital Fund =    $  2,425 

  On Player Development =  $  4,450 

     $44,547 
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• LATRINE SHELTER - A shelter was erected to 
provide screening and a more user-friendly site for the 
latrines. 

• TOP DRESSING MACHINE & SAND BUN-
KER - A sand bunker with concrete floor was con-
structed for storage and retention of  sand used for the 
continual top dressing of  the playing fields. The prior 
storage of  sand on the bare ground fouled the sand 
and made it useless for its turf  improvement purpose. 
 

• FIELD IMPROVMENTS - The field improve-
ments have continued with watering, aeration, top 
dressing, weed control, fertilization, over-seeding and 
mowing. Thanks to the availability of  funds and the 
man power provided by Doug McCauley, Matt 
Schwartz, Michael Forth, Rick Renfro, and Grant 
Lechtenberg, the rugby pitches will be in the best 
shape they have ever been when we are cleared for 
play. The turf  was still green in early December and 
was begging for a game. 

• IRRIGATION SYSTEM - The irrigation system 
received both needed and unwanted upgrades. The 
irrigation pump was damaged in the flood we had in 
August of  2019 resulting in the purchase of  a new 
pump. The 2019 purchase of  two new sprinkler carts 
to mount the water guns was a huge improvement. 
The new water carts have made moving the sprinklers 
a manageable one-man job that can be accomplished 
much faster than previously possible. This has resulted 
in getting more water on the turf  when needed. We 
also were able to make some major repairs on two of  
the long term leaks in the system which has greatly 
improved the efficiency of  the irrigation system. 

• TRAIL SYSTEM - Not on the radar, but a long 
term plan of  Grant Lechtenberg is to have NA-
TURE TRAILS that can be used by the entire club and 
visitors to Westwick. The trails can be used for condi-
tioning. Coach Matt Schwartz already has plans for 
simple exercise stations along the trails. If  someone 
wants to come out early before a game, or if  there is 
time to kill between games, the trails will be available 
for their enjoyment. The first phase has been com-
pleted which consist of  some short trails starting at the 
irrigation pumps and loops around the entire pond; 
bringing you back to where the sand bunker is now 
located. This was all done with volunteers, at no cost 
to the club. 

 

 
Continued Next PageContinued Next PageContinued Next PageContinued Next Page    



 

 

OVERALL - The infrastructure of  Westwick will con-
tinue to evolve and improve with the efforts of  the 
KRF fund raising. It would not be possible to stretch 
the dollars raised nearly as far or effectively without 
the physical support of  the club members that step up 
to help when needed.  Dave Hamill has been gener-
ous with loaning us his Bobcat which allowed us to 
perform some major repairs and improvements. Vol-
unteers that helped this year were, Matt Schwartz, 
Mike Forth, Doug McCauley, and Rick Renfro. 
Helping with the watering were Andy Stewart, Aaron 
Catloth, and Josh Hobart. 

For the Rugby Club: The expense 

amounts declined because of the Pandemic stoppage 
of play. We also did not charge player dues this fall. 
However, we did have some expenses. The KRF pays 
the coach (last spring and running the fitness prac-
tices). We had 3 Study Abroad scholarship players 
from United Kingdom during our shortened season 
last spring. KRF bought club tee shirts for the practic-
ing players to wear on campus this past fall as a perk 
and to enhance our player recruitment. KRF also helps 
the club cover direct expenses that exceed available 
club funds. 

 

 PayPal link on club website:::: Several years ago, we 
made giving easier by putting a PayPal link on the 
club’s website (JayhawkRugby.com) which makes a 
direct connection between the donor’s credit card gift 
and the KRF account. This simple step has greatly im-
proved our donation income. Gifts can be singular or 
regular monthly gifts can be arranged. Gifts can be ear-
marked, if the donor so desires. 

 

2020 was a challenging year. 

 

Thank you for your support!**** 

 

Ford Lechtenberg helping build the trail. 

 “CROWD FUNDING” activity has generated 
funding for special projects that the club identifies on 
the club Facebook page. - The 2020 reduction in 
NUMBER of donors and the reduction in 
AMOUNT of total donations is directly tied to the 
lack of “CROWD FUND” activities, which draw a 
large number of relatively small individual donations. 
In 2020’s data of “earmarks”, we had only $6,875 of 
donations to specific targets, while in 2019, we had 
$34,610 ($28,000 more). 

 

We had no “Crowd Fund” drives in 2020, be-
cause of the Pandemic shut down. When we re-
sume play and need funds for travel by charter bus 
etc, we expect to consistently attract a quick response 
from Alumni, Parents, Friends, and Sponsors.  



 

Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes things fall into 
place and you marvel on 
how it all fits together so 
well. 
 
 2020 was an awful year for the Jay-
hawks and the sport of rugby in 
general. Last March, the Jayhawks 
had a DOMINATING roster and 

coaching game plan that had dis-
patched all their fall and spring col-
lege opponents like a blow torch 
on butter. The alumni would have 
put that squad on an airplane and 
sent them anywhere in America to 
advance into the National College 
Playoffs… Then everything just 
stopped. 
 

 This past fall was spent doing out-
door fitness drills in masks. Any-
thing to keep the squad together. 
The coaches remained faithful to 
advancing the program. We got a 
bumper crop of good freshmen 
who mostly came from the best 
rugby programs in Kansas City. 
The Jayhawks’ forwards have ad-
vancing upperclassmen like Dillon 
Hoye and Andrew Schmidt who 
have worked out to become 
thickly-built players who will domi-
nate games, when play finally re-
starts. 
 
 Then in early November the club’s 
Facebook page was contacted by 
the 2nd team Captain of the Univer-
sity of East Anglia. His school’s 
Study Abroad department had 
recommended Kansas due to the 
Jayhawks’ rugby club’s support 
of Study Abroad. This Study 
Abroad rugby player swap idea has 
been cultivated from the Kansas 
end for a number of years and pro-
moted to the Study Abroad depart-
ments of Kansas’ sister schools. 
The Jayhawks have had a series of 
players coming and going in the 
Study Abroad program for several 
years. The rugby club and Study 
Abroad promote each other. 
 
  

 Tom Richards 
 KU’s Study Abroad Program’s Support for the Rugby Club  

Gets us a University Side’s Captain from the United Kingdom 

Fall 2021 

Feature Article 



 

Tom Richards is the player’s 
name. He’s a big boy who plays all 
the positions in the forwards 
(excluding hooker). Most recently 
he has played prop due to his 
physical size. He will join the Jay-
hawks for his entire Junior year and 
then return to East Anglia for his 
Senior year. He’s from Brentwood, 
which is a town just east of London 
in Essex County.  
 
The Jayhawks coaching staff put 
Richards in touch with 2016/17 
Study Abroad Jayhawk Barcley 
West who is from this same area 
and now on the staff at Rugby 
School.  West had likewise joined 
us for his Junior year. 
 
 Richards’ coaches wrote us 
about his commitment to both his 
grades and development as a 
player. He has a great work ethic. 
His teammates have named him 
“The Players’ Player” on several 
occasions. So he has established 
himself as a good “club man”. 
 
 The impact of all this is beyond 
Richards’ addition to our roster as a 
player. In a coming fall with little 
continuity from a prior year’s suc-
cess, Richards joins us with an ele-
vated understanding of the game 
and rugby culture.  

 
Tom Richards comes 
to us as the right guy; 
at the right time.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have watched rugby on TV, 
you see how complicated the ruck-
ing rules have become and the im-
portance of forwards in controlling 
ball possession. If you have read 
past Newsletters, you know that 
good props are the key to having a 
good team. So even if Richards 
doesn’t end up playing prop as a 
Jayhawk, his influence on our for-
wards’ quality of play will be huge. 
 

This is great for the Jayhawk 
Players.  
 

At Kansas, the overall rugby or-
ganization (including the 
alumni) really work on making 
the experience for our players all 
we can make it. Consider: 
 

• Owned, regulation, grass, prac-
tice/game pitches with lights 
for night practice. 

• Great coaches with years con-
nected to the Jayhawks. (Rugby 
teams mold to the qualities of 
their coaches and ours are a 
“class act”.) 

• International tours in alternat-
ing years. (Excluding getting 
past this Pandemic.) 

• 57 years of alumni who actively 
support the club. 

 
Then you add to this the extra 
mile of help provided by the 
University of Kansas. 
 

THANK YOU  
STUDY ABROAD!  
 
All this happens as something of a 
windfall due to the Jayhawks’ rela-
tionship with Study Abroad. It’s a 
“win-win” since a traveling student 
in a team sport gets immersed in a 
family environment when they go 
abroad and therefore have a much 
happier experience.  

Richards is the ONLY Study 
Abroad player joining us next 
fall that we know about as of 
this date.  
 

In many years we are 

“pleasantly surprised” by a 
few players who didn’t check in 
with the club before August. 
They just show up at practice.   
 

Here is the Study Abroad player 
track record on each fall season 
since 2015: 
 
Year    Knew Pleasantly 
    Coming Surprised 
 
2015  0  2 
2016  1  2 
2017  0  2 
2018  0  0 
2019  2  2 
2020  Not Played 
 

Spring 2017– One of KU’s best 
players went abroad to study 
and play in Australia. Upon his 
return, his impact on games 
earned him a spot as a college 
“All American” candidate. 
 
These incoming Study Abroad 
players span a spectrum of rugby 
playing activity. Some were good 
athletes that played all their local 
sports as they grew up (including 
rugby). Others are from their 
school’s rugby team FIRST SIDE.  
 
In 2015 the Jayhawks began to ac-

tively cultivate first side rugby 
players at KU’s sister schools to get 
them into Study Abroad, rather 
than just wait and see who ran-
domly enrolled in Study Abroad 
and showed up. 
 
 We are delighted to have Tom 
Richards joining the Jayhawks and 
hope he is joined by other Study 
Abroad players.**** 

 



 

 

Something EASY that you can do to help the rugby club. 
 

Help us put rugby on the map in Lawrence. 
 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g38836-d18717578-Reviews-Westwick_Rugby_Complex-Lawrence_Kansas.html 

 

Westwick’s ranking in based on a combination of   

 

Number of  STARS in reviews 

Number of  REVIEWS 
 

Westwick is currently ranked #30 in Lawrence, because we only have 
4 reviews. The website’s first page has the top 10 and then you have to 

hit a “see more” button. We should try to get into the “Top 10”. 



 

3 Jayhawk Captains 
And a College ALL AMERICAN Jersey 

Pictured L-R 

Ryan Russell   
Captain: 2017/18 & 2018/19 

 

Matt Harmon 
Captain: 2015/16 

 

Rick Renfro 
Captain: Most of late 1970’s 

 

About Them 
Earlier in this edition, we men-
tioned the KU player who went 
into Study Abroad to Australia to 
study and play in the first six  
months of the calendar year 2017 
(our spring; their fall). That KU 
player was Ryan Russell. Upon 
his return to KU in the fall 2017 
he was elected Captain. (He was 
voted Captain the following year 
2018/19, too.)  

 

In that fall 2017, the Kansas 
City native greatly contributed 
to the club qualifying for and 
KU hosting of the 2018 Eastern 
Quarterfinals of the Division 
1AA College National Playoffs. 

 

His spectacular play was noticed 
and the summer of 2018 he was 
included in the list of 100 elite 
college rugby players invited to 
All American Camp, to scrim-
mage and try out for the All 
American Team. He was one of 
only a very few who came from 
Division 1AA. Unfortunately 

for Russell, he was injured in his 
scrimmage round and did not make 
the team. However, it was a terrific 
honor to be included in the 100 
invited candidates.  

 

The following year, his leadership 
as Captain got the club invited to 
the 2019 National Playoffs. Russell 
now works for an international 
engineering company in Kansas 
City. 

 

Matt Harmon came to KU from 
the Chicago area where he had al-
ready played years of rugby in 
youth sports. The pre-med student-
was elected Captain in his sopho-
more year 2015/16 and was an ex-
emplary ambassador for the 
sport.   

He personally recruited dozens of 
players and accompanied his re-
cruits from a campus rendezvous 
point to their initial practices. 

 

He was then recruited by and trans-
ferred to Life University in At-
lanta for his junior and senior year. 
Life was then the National College 
Champions in Division 1A and 
played a schedule against oppo-
nents nation-wide. Harmon helped 
Life win another National Champi-
onship. 

 

Harmon was invited to the same 
All American try out camp as Rus-
sell and made First Team at prop. 

He is holding his All 
American jersey in this 
photo. 
 

Harmon is now a profes-
sional rugby player and is a 
prop for the New Orleans 
Gold. 
 

In April 2019, Harmon con-
tacted Rick Renfro and told 
Renfro that he was going to give 
his All American jersey to the 
Jayhawks. They met at Johnny’s 
for lunch and they included his 
teammate Ryan Russell.   

 

Renfro has framed the jersey 
and placed it in the team’s club 
house above Johnny's Tavern. 

 

Thank you Matt Harmon!!! 
**** 



 

Status of   

Alumni Weekend &  

Annual Club Awards Celebrations 

The Pandemic has hindered the club’s ability to plan events. 

 

Alumni Weekend 

The event will probably be moved to the fall this year, since currently there is reluctance for 
alumni to make air travel plans and its difficult for the club to know the public health rules 
for meetings etc. These issues are evolving. 

 

Tentatively for JUST THIS YEAR, the club may conduct the Alumni Weekend in early fall 
and include an exciting conference Merit Table Match for the alumni to watch. 

 

See the upcoming Summer Newsletter for the “Save the Date” and outline of  activities. 

 

Annual Club Awards Celebration 

The club never conducted a vote recognizing the player achievements of  the 2019/20 team, 
since the games were stopped in March 2020 and the students ultimately sent home early last 
spring. The club needs to conduct that vote for Kernow Cup etc. That vote will be by just 
that team’s players, via email. 

 

At this coming April’s Annual General Meeting, the club hopes that permitted event planning 
rules may be better established. There will be an election of  next fall’s officers and the cur-
rent club will vote on recognition for current players that trained so hard all of  this past fall 
and spring.  

 

Once the graduating seniors leave KU, its difficult for them to return, so tentatively, there will 
be a club celebration event at Westwick at the end of  this semester. The event may be a bar-
b-que and feature the presentation of  awards for the prior 2019/20 season and the current 
school year.  

 

The tentative event would be targeted to the current team, but interested alumni could attend. 



 

1971 at Missouri, Jayhawks in red/blue hoops. It was the first year of  that color jersey. 
 

Jayhawks L-R:  

10-unknown, Jack Kline (flanker), Dan Marting - partially obscured (lock),  Bob Carter (prop),  

Hal Edwards (flanker), Mark “Mushy” Mullens (#8), unknown - mostly obscured. 

Note that the rules at the time did NOT require spacing between same-team players. Line outs were 
accordions in length. The team not throwing in ball had to be within the length of their opponent. 

  

 Old Jayhawk Photos 
  Submitted by Dan Marting 

  Jayhawk lock 1968-1972 



 

 



 

1971 at Aspen Ruggerfest. Preliminary match in Wagner Park. Jayhawks in red/blue. 
 

L-R: Shorty Lawrence (scrum half), unknown with sideburns, Jack Kline (flanker), Skip Quimby (prop 
with red shorts) 



 

Unknown location and opponent. Jayhawks in red.  

Jim Thurman is Jayhawk scrumhalf, watching the ball put-in. Bob Marquis is player blowing on hands. 
Taken between Dan Marting’s start with Jayhawks in 1968 and before the 1971 new jerseys.  

The Jayhawks have a 57 year legacy. Its great to get these old photos to not only show past players, but 
you can see the evolution of the club. Dan Marting played on a very good side (1968-72). They were 
good athletes who mostly started the same year as freshmen and stayed together all 4 years. Staying to-
gether paid off. This was the side that played in the Aspen Ruggerfest Finals and were captured in the 
famous snow picture. 
 

“I was in a fraternity, but the best friends I had at KU were on the rugby club”. - Dan Marting 



 

 

Support your rugby club! 
 

Put it on your credit card. 

 

Go to www.jayhawkrugby.com 

Hit “Donate”. 

It’s a PayPal link directly to our charity account. 

Do you have stocks you 
would like to donate  

BEFORE BEFORE BEFORE BEFORE selling?  

 

You avoid a “capital gains” 
tax and get full credit for 
the current market value! 

 

For more information see 
John Brown’s John Brown’s John Brown’s John Brown’s article in  
past Newsletter #25 (page 
8). 

    

Steve Merdinger Steve Merdinger Steve Merdinger Steve Merdinger has set up 
a nearly zero commission 
KRF trading account to  

receive such a gift. 


