
"I am Black and beautiful"
﻿Song of Songs 1:5

If you have a national event that you would like to share, please e-mail
details to blackcatholics@usccb.org.

*The USCCB has the right to accept or deny any submissions.

This newsletter ends with a vocation prayer.
﻿If you do not see it, please click "view entire email"

in your browser.

We are grateful for our subcommittee members:
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Bishop Roy Campbell (Chair)

Archbishop Shelton Fabre

Bishop Robert Boxie III

Bishop Brendan Cahill

Bishop Jerome Feudjio

Bishop Jeffrey Haines

Bishop Denis Madden

Bishop J. Terry Steib, SVD

USCCB Staff:

Dr. Ansel Augustine

Consultants:

Fr. Gregory Chisholm, SJ

Deacon Melvin Tardy

Sr. Nicole Trahan, FMI, Ed.D

Mr. Anderson Shaw (in memoriam)

Mr. CJ Washington

Mrs. Dena Washington

Happy Black Catholic History Month

Black Catholic History Month is an annual observance every
November in the United States that celebrates the history,

culture, and contributions of Black Catholics.

Origins and Significance

Established: Voted on and designated on July 24, 1990, by
the National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus.

Why November: The month connects with several
key dates, including All Saints' Day (Nov 1), All Souls'
Day (Nov 2), the feast of St. Martin de Porres (Nov 3),
and the birthday of St. Augustine of Hippo (Nov 13)

You can learn more about this month by clicking here.
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Black Catholic Documumentary Premier
Announcement:

For the past two years, our subcommittee has been
collaborating with CatholicTV to create a documentary
series focusing on the original "Saintly Six" - the Black

Catholics with causes for Canonization originating from US
Dioceses.

The trailer can be viewed here.

The first episode, which will feature Fr. Augustus Tolton, will
air on CatholicTV Networks around the globe this Black

Catholic History Month -

﻿Monday, November 2nd at 8:30pm EST (please note the
updated time).

A new episode is scheduled to air each month following.

A press release is can be found here with more details and
viewing options.
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For Black Catholic History Month, the Subcommittee on
African American Affairs will collaborate on a webinar with

the Archbishop Lyke Foundation, and the National
Association for Pastoral Musicians (presently known as the

National Association of Catholic Church Musicians) on
Black Catholic Liturgy.

You can register for the webinar here.

Congratulations to Xavier University of Louisiana's Ochsner
College of Medicine for being awarded preliminary

accreditation.

You can learn more about this historic event here and here.
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CARA (the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate)
just released their new study on race, diversity, and racism.

You can view the report by clicking on the image above.

CARA would be happy to present the findings to your
organization, diocese, parish, etc. whether via Zoom or

in person.
If you are interested in more information, please

contact
﻿Fr. Thomas Gaunt by email at tpg9@georgetown.edu or

by phone at (202) 687-0839. 

Thank you to all who participated in the Black Catholic
Flourishing webinar.

A recording of the webinar can be found here.
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The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
will gather for the 2026 Fall Plenary Assembly, November 16-

19. Public sessions of the plenary on November 11 and 12
will be livestreamed. Throughout the meeting, the bishops

will have opportunities to spend time in prayer and fraternal
dialogue with one another.

﻿Votes are expected on a number of action items:
a canonical consultation on causes of beatification
and canonization of Maria Middleton and Thomas
Steven Vander Woude;

an update to the USCCB’s Diocesan Financial
Reporting Guidelines;

an update to the USCCB’s Socially Responsible
Investment Guidelines;

new edition of the Lectionary for Mass and Book of
the Gospels;

annual observance of a Day of Prayer for Racial
Justice

approval from the body of bishops to review and
begin updating the pastoral plan for the Secretariat
on Pro-Life Activities;

the USCCB budget for 2027

a special presentation on Our Lady of Guadalupe
will take place on 11/17 after 3:15pm

The livestream of the public portions of the plenary on
November 17 and 18 will be available at:

www.usccb.org/meetings.

Those wishing to follow the meeting on social media may
use the hashtag #USCCB26 follow on Instagram (@USCCB),

Facebook (@USCCB), TikTok (@USBishops), Threads
(@USCCB), Bluesky (@usccbofficial.bsky.social) and X

(@USCCB).
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The updated report from our ongoing Black Catholic Young
Adult Listening Sessions can be found here.

We hosted several Black Catholic Young Adult Listening
Sessions around the country. The first took place at Xavier

University of Louisiana in November 2023.

Thank you to the Dioceses that have organized past, and
future, Black Catholic Young Adult Listening Sessions in

their regions. We are very excited about the fruit that these
will bring to our Church.

If your diocese is interested (must have written support of
your bishop) in sponsoring (diocese must cover the cost of
the session) a local Black Catholic Young Adult Gathering,

please e-mail blackcatholics@usccb.org to discuss
logistics.

Upcoming Events:
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Young adults can register for this 10/31 event by clicking on the flier
above.
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The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund of the Archdiocese
of New York invites all to join their prayer line on Tuesday's

and Thursday's at 7:30am EST.

Other Upcoming Events:

June 22 - 25, 2027: Archbishop Lyke Conference (New Orleans, LA)

July 15-21, 2027: Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary
National Convention (New Orleans, LA)

Summer 2028: National Black Catholic Congress XIV

Black Catholic Resources (continually updated):

For a list of resources and National Partners relevant to the African
American Catholic Community, please click here.
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For links to various other entities, please click here.

For a list of where Black Catholic Parishes are located (constantly
being updated), please click here.

National Urban League State of Black American 2026 Report

Job Opportunities:

USCCB Opportunities

NBCC Job Bank

Xavier University of Louisiana Job Bank

Assistant Director, Native American Affairs (USCCB)

Loyola Institute for Ministry Job Bank (other organization
links included)

Black Catholic Formation and Educational
Opportunities

To learn more about the Institute for Black Catholics
Studies, click here.

Loyola Marymount University is offering several courses on
Black Catholic Spirituality. You can learn more about this

program by clicking here.
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To learn more about the SANKOFA INSTITUTE at the Oblate
School of Theology, click here.

To learn more about the Tolton Scholars Program at Catholic
Theological Union, click here.

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES:
(click on the images to learn more details & deadlines)
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Click on the image above to learn more about this item and
how to support the Collegiate Units of the Knights of Peter

Claver and the Ladies Auxiliary.

As part of the KEEP THE FAITH INITIATIVE, the Josephites
have reprinted the African American Catholic Youth Bible in

collaboration with our subcommittee.

The press release about the reprinting can be found here.

10/30/26, 12:20 PM Add to November eblast_ Subcommittee on African American Affairs Newsletter - Kimberley Hefner - Outlook

about:blank 19/22

https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqZ9ZVkimDW0hPDoDZ6svNjgoqzGL0tWPEBm4SSu9CIhV6yQcChgIhvCv4ddco2TByWLbbFn2hgvVZYOGmZO9fyQ_WctZ2Z3EQ4LbDqFOgUM_oUngjKUOt-I=&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==
https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqZ9ZVkimDW0hPDoDZ6svNjgoqzGL0tWPEBm4SSu9CIhV6yQcChgIhvCv4ddco2TByWLbbFn2hgvVZYOGmZO9fyQ_WctZ2Z3EQ4LbDqFOgUM_oUngjKUOt-I=&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==
https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqZ9ZVkimDW0hwTqNq9lwokFXe3wQbFb4aerEBunrJ29dMGup1oq0RyTEx2LXA-EwcJeVD5B-bpnLBzXFLpVzKC65iJgsy-mldBr0bRotxhiR5nKeRe0ayiYiwWWkSbrL-w==&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==
https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqZ9ZVkimDW0hwTqNq9lwokFXe3wQbFb4aerEBunrJ29dMGup1oq0RyTEx2LXA-EwcJeVD5B-bpnLBzXFLpVzKC65iJgsy-mldBr0bRotxhiR5nKeRe0ayiYiwWWkSbrL-w==&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==
https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqdb6BaPo9TUYH2Q-u2EGr-Bg_38NaWy1EzD_CbLH576qKsVgdr_Kh0160Ze2daYtDf4Kb7llj9CgLV6-K5Y1Zub8aLT2eXtGbeQ39H3T5RvKIIoi0NCje0CBUpxwVHaWycZd5eORufFcsM8oov-PsQl_av3SHjXOYJGAzaxOCHYnMwxW5cHO6lNbOpvCVrBCpw==&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==
https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqdb6BaPo9TUYH2Q-u2EGr-Bg_38NaWy1EzD_CbLH576qKsVgdr_Kh0160Ze2daYtDf4Kb7llj9CgLV6-K5Y1Zub8aLT2eXtGbeQ39H3T5RvKIIoi0NCje0CBUpxwVHaWycZd5eORufFcsM8oov-PsQl_av3SHjXOYJGAzaxOCHYnMwxW5cHO6lNbOpvCVrBCpw==&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==
https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqdkSxXhOmG6qEGOhRrq5qRz3WSYWvh_6Gp6lcfKWp5oWBrRP9sffM0XkxGsBwfrr9OF4MJYsHUjsplGuylnzw0T8PrIRKRf3mLHMIjnf04Y4DxgSDMDPsNMpR5lljR3EmUqQ852E3-Lx6NQ96ZIpbC009Ek_kk1fQuP5qC-zDPNy_lakhuRHVRG5q6rfLgtwsg==&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==
https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqdkSxXhOmG6qEGOhRrq5qRz3WSYWvh_6Gp6lcfKWp5oWBrRP9sffM0XkxGsBwfrr9OF4MJYsHUjsplGuylnzw0T8PrIRKRf3mLHMIjnf04Y4DxgSDMDPsNMpR5lljR3EmUqQ852E3-Lx6NQ96ZIpbC009Ek_kk1fQuP5qC-zDPNy_lakhuRHVRG5q6rfLgtwsg==&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==
https://gxhbjzmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPPyW9UAiDwY1Zc3cq3nBuyWNYA4i0abpLBYhA8DB4AyejgAKMfNqdkSxXhOmG6qbRWx0FnFhWAhoKmNiFvcnN1CiI2ucyAcubun3gEeyKsYIrql36bVkqOKJBngpS4TYt3ZJbD-8dkGPq_LGTWSRiPvTbaaYT1WC6xPRozYp7v3w7am5W7FwWc82nUgkwYQ4GUIgv_Bs5Kjz6zzPMJC93g2hw-m3NtX3l26-Juw-Mw=&c=ZA9OBvfRZZTC24r1hl2oufVcWMb_V4qTQmeR0ycDEjUlRSQSL76pPg==&ch=jPvO8KXsfhKgOta-fiuWko1cwpY8105cPOU69BB2uLVbiM_M7dGgmA==


﻿This will be sold exclusively through the Josephite Pastoral
Center and can be ordered by clicking here.

Let us pray for our seminarians.

﻿To learn more about the National Black Catholic
Seminarians Association, click here.
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The National Black Catholic Congress has produced some
new Vocation resources.

You can view these brochures on the NBCC homepage.
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