
Our Ninth Annual Plant Natives Symposium will 
bring gardeners, conservationists, landscapers 
and policy makers together for inspiration and 
education focusing on the importance of native 
plants as the foundation for preserving and 
promoting biodiversity. 

The symposium will be hosted by Amy Katcher, 
former WDEF-TV News Channel 12 anchor and 
current Regional Director for the Chattanooga 
Environmental Field Office for the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation. 

Keynoting the symposium is Benjamin Vogt, 
PhD. His book, A New Garden Ethic: 
Cultivating Defiant Compassion for an 
Uncertain Future  is the theme for Vogt’s 
keynote. His second presentation “Busting 
Garden Management Myths,” will challenge 
some traditional practices that aren't in sync 
with more natural plant processes. 

Following Vogt is Philip Juras, a landscape 
architect and landscape painter. Juras’ 
presentation will be “Picturing Nature’s Design in 
the Landscapes of the South,” which coincides 
with his exhibition opening March 4 at the 
University of Georgia Circle Gallery. Juras portrays 
the rich aesthetics of a wide range of ecologically 
intact environments by combining direct 
observation with the study of the natural science 
and history of the subject.  

The symposium concludes with a presentation by 
Bodie Pennisi, PhD., “Creating a Healthy 
Biodiverse Community with Native Plants, 
Pollinators, and Other Beneficial Insects.” Pennisi 
will present her research findings on native plant 
and insect connections, a vital topic given that 
insects have suffered tremendous losses in recent 
years.  These losses send a ripple effect through 
the entire food web, resulting in bird, amphibian, 
fish, reptile and mammal species loss and 
population declines. 

Space for the Symposium is limited.  
Register early on-line at:  

TNValleyWildOnes.org/plantnatives–2020 

Healing the Earth, One Yard at a Time  

Wild Ones promotes environmentally sound landscaping 
practices to preserve biodiversity through the 
preservation, restoration and establishment of  

native plant communities.  
Become a Member: Wildones.org/membership 

MAIL-IN REGISTRATION FORM 

Name:  

Address:   

 

Email:  

Wild Ones Members, please tell us your chapter/location:   

Circle Method of Payment:  Check   Visa     Mastercard     AMEX 

Card #  

Exp Date                                                  CID 

Name on Card  

Signature 

Return this form along with credit card information or 

check (payable to Wild Ones/TNValley) to 

Wild Ones-Tennessee Valley Chapter 

124 N. Forrest Avenue, Lookout Mountain, TN 37350 

Advance Registration must be received by  

March 11th  

Symposium Registration includes Lunch, Book Sales & 
Signing, Door Prizes and Marketplace & Expo  

$60 Wild Ones members, advance registration*  

$70 Non-members, advance registration* 

$75 Registrations after March 11, or at the door 

$25 Students with a valid  student ID 

*Advance Registration ends on March 11th 

Presented by the  

Tennessee Valley Chapter of Wild Ones 
at the  

University of Tennessee Chattanooga 
University Center 

Symposium  
and 

Native Plant  
Marketplace & Expo 
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

https://tnvalleywildones.org/plantnatives-2020


Dr. Bodie Pennisi is an Extension Horticulture Specialist in the Department of 
Horticulture at the University of Georgia.  Currently, Dr. Pennisi is responsible for 
planning and coordinating a statewide Extension program to support the professional 
landscape industry, and conducting applied research with emphasis on sustainable 
outdoor and indoor landscapes including plant, water, nutrient, and soil interactions. 
She also assists county Extension agents with landscape trouble-shooting, landscape 
planning, and local programming when needed. Dr. Pennisi teaches Master Gardener 
training classes on landscape installation and maintenance, Water Smart landscapes, 
interior scapes, herbaceous and woody ornamental plant selection, plant propagation 
and plant physiology. Dr. Pennisi received her MS and PhD in Environmental Horticulture from the University 
of Florida in Gainesville.  

The Native Plant Marketplace & Expo is FREE and 

open to the public. It will offer a large selection of 

native plants, artwork, garden inspiration and 

opportunities to talk with representatives from area 

environmental nonprofit organizations.  

Morning  

8:00 am Registration, Marketplace & Expo open 

9:00 am Welcome: Amy Katcher 

9:10 am  Certificate in Native Plants Graduation 

9:20 am Benjamin Vogt: “A New Garden Ethic” 

10:20 am Book Signing and Marketplace & Expo 

10:50 am 
Benjamin Vogt: “Busting Native Garden 
Management Myths” 

11:45 am  LUNCH and Marketplace & Expo 

Afternoon  

1:15 pm  Philip Juras: “Picturing Nature’s Design in 
the Landscapes of the South” 

2:15 pm  Bodie Pennisi: “Creating a Healthy 
Biodiverse Community with Native Plants, 
Pollinators, and Other Beneficial      
Insects” 

3:15 pm  “Plants of Promise” and Door Prizes 

3:45 pm  Marketplace & Expo 

4:30 pm END 

Our  Speakers... 

Space for the Symposium is limited. Register early on-line at: 
TNValleyWildOnes.org/plantnatives –2020 

Symposium Agenda 

Athens, Georgia, artist Philip Juras portrays the rich aesthetics of a wide range of 
ecologically intact environments by combining direct observation with the study of the 
natural science and history of the subject. A native of Augusta, Georgia, he holds a BA 
and a MLA degree, both from the University of Georgia. His MLA thesis examined pre-

settlement southeastern grasslands, a subject that 
continues to inspire his artwork. Since 2011 he has 
exhibited his southeastern landscapes at the Telfair, 
Morris, and Marietta-Cobb museums in Georgia and 
published two books in conjunction with those 
exhibits. His Andean landscapes were exhibited in 
Bogota, Colombia, and Washington, D.C., in 2017. His 
ongoing projects include the tallgrass prairie ecosystem in Illinois (on 
exhibit at the Chicago Botanic Garden from May-September 2020) and fire 
adapted landscapes of the Southeast.  

Dr. Benjamin Vogt, author of A New Garden Ethic: Cultivating 
Defiant Compassion for an Uncertain Future  and landscape 
designer of native plant gardens that artistically evoke natural 
prairies and woodlands.  Dr. Vogt operates Monarch Gardens, 
which offers design services and online classes in native plant 
gardening. He also runs the Facebook page “Milk the Weed”, a 
lively space where 10,000 folks share the joys and purpose of 
milkweed, native plants, pollinators, and curbing climate change.  

Dr. Vogt has an MFA (Ohio State) and PhD (Nebraska) in English and has taught over 
fifty college classes for which he’s received multiple awards. You will find his essays in 
anthologies like The Tallgrass Prairie Reader, Natural Treasures of the Great Plains, 
and Prairie Gold, while his Pushcart Prize nominated poems have appeared in over sixty 
publications. He is the author of three poetry collections and two unpublished memoirs 
based on family and gardening, as well as homesteading the prairie environment in the 1800s. 

https://extension.uga.edu
https://tnvalleywildones.org/plantnatives-2020
http://www.PhilipJuras.com.
https://www.monarchgard.com

