William C. Mims column: What does the Third Commandment have to do with politics? | Columnists | richmond.com 3/8/20, 2:33 PM

https://www.richmond.com/opinion/columnists/william-c-mims-column-what-does-the-third-commandment-
have/article_a236fd44-81d3-5a70-933a-106ca55c8014.html

Lessons for the upcoming electoral season
William C. Mims column: What does the Third
Commandment have to do with politics?

Jun 8,2019

https://www.richmond.com/opinion/columnists/william-c-mims-column...mmandment-have/article_a236fd44-81d3-5a70-933a-106ca55c8014.html Page 1 of 6


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpcSRNjplXviCM8akMZafiRD7mLiKW--PhtmhC9rZHhABIM33pj1gyb6ojeyktBGgAbWG1dcDyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTUAk_Qy-kFa0v6COftgD7jp5MopWdx7P6Qw0ClUurH8519fENwo3rcC3beNQCuoNiTw6T0LTncWJ6M_aE8Ij5wMjRbDSUrO4y5eYASKM4cyN6XR5lpB-h5MXoMO4bgx-FZL6En03Ce8dJfl_zc7itxSPgAAeBBULeoU6gQpKFMyWOJdf11lW589k0ntFNq3D4ie0zoEhLgWASO3QKWBHRiLu_J-XPgKQ5LYtcizOCidd3yR9ewJgJLyS9w3QMatl4dxo1iTQML3zS0rpLSQ_DiO7nno1xyJUeAUrRrFOvzTC1BwrqLAeoM6QbcvdQIAzCPJWBwr0dyPiZZLMEy7V6Acs5M7IlLmK2GP8SmfQszFi5CHXIsDAR6wkOy3I_RVjoOhgraenIIuyKxmCaZXJyWLG9X3CJCn82GHHDV6MAtrf8SyUOW1m9-IJdkaFKNy4JxptEvcMzABKnVtar7AeAEAaAGN4AHs_mqKKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHn9sbqAe6BqgH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCQ1FcIHKgWDvgAoDmAsByAsB2BMNiBQB&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoaiqhGluRo2jJuWErATMim6vbgA&sig=AOD64_030YMlDX9YA9pbexbFyEFPqKUScg&client=ca-pub-6845740025078851&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=19&adurl=https://stylecrafthomes.com/community/townes-at-iron-mill/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&matchtype=&keyword=
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpcSRNjplXviCM8akMZafiRD7mLiKW--PhtmhC9rZHhABIM33pj1gyb6ojeyktBGgAbWG1dcDyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTUAk_Qy-kFa0v6COftgD7jp5MopWdx7P6Qw0ClUurH8519fENwo3rcC3beNQCuoNiTw6T0LTncWJ6M_aE8Ij5wMjRbDSUrO4y5eYASKM4cyN6XR5lpB-h5MXoMO4bgx-FZL6En03Ce8dJfl_zc7itxSPgAAeBBULeoU6gQpKFMyWOJdf11lW589k0ntFNq3D4ie0zoEhLgWASO3QKWBHRiLu_J-XPgKQ5LYtcizOCidd3yR9ewJgJLyS9w3QMatl4dxo1iTQML3zS0rpLSQ_DiO7nno1xyJUeAUrRrFOvzTC1BwrqLAeoM6QbcvdQIAzCPJWBwr0dyPiZZLMEy7V6Acs5M7IlLmK2GP8SmfQszFi5CHXIsDAR6wkOy3I_RVjoOhgraenIIuyKxmCaZXJyWLG9X3CJCn82GHHDV6MAtrf8SyUOW1m9-IJdkaFKNy4JxptEvcMzABKnVtar7AeAEAaAGN4AHs_mqKKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHn9sbqAe6BqgH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCQ1FcIHKgWDvgAoDmAsByAsB2BMNiBQB&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoaiqhGluRo2jJuWErATMim6vbgA&sig=AOD64_030YMlDX9YA9pbexbFyEFPqKUScg&client=ca-pub-6845740025078851&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=1&adurl=https://stylecrafthomes.com/community/townes-at-iron-mill/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&matchtype=&keyword=
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpcSRNjplXviCM8akMZafiRD7mLiKW--PhtmhC9rZHhABIM33pj1gyb6ojeyktBGgAbWG1dcDyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTUAk_Qy-kFa0v6COftgD7jp5MopWdx7P6Qw0ClUurH8519fENwo3rcC3beNQCuoNiTw6T0LTncWJ6M_aE8Ij5wMjRbDSUrO4y5eYASKM4cyN6XR5lpB-h5MXoMO4bgx-FZL6En03Ce8dJfl_zc7itxSPgAAeBBULeoU6gQpKFMyWOJdf11lW589k0ntFNq3D4ie0zoEhLgWASO3QKWBHRiLu_J-XPgKQ5LYtcizOCidd3yR9ewJgJLyS9w3QMatl4dxo1iTQML3zS0rpLSQ_DiO7nno1xyJUeAUrRrFOvzTC1BwrqLAeoM6QbcvdQIAzCPJWBwr0dyPiZZLMEy7V6Acs5M7IlLmK2GP8SmfQszFi5CHXIsDAR6wkOy3I_RVjoOhgraenIIuyKxmCaZXJyWLG9X3CJCn82GHHDV6MAtrf8SyUOW1m9-IJdkaFKNy4JxptEvcMzABKnVtar7AeAEAaAGN4AHs_mqKKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHn9sbqAe6BqgH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCQ1FcIHKgWDvgAoDmAsByAsB2BMNiBQB&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoaiqhGluRo2jJuWErATMim6vbgA&sig=AOD64_030YMlDX9YA9pbexbFyEFPqKUScg&client=ca-pub-6845740025078851&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=8&adurl=https://stylecrafthomes.com/community/townes-at-iron-mill/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&matchtype=&keyword=
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpcSRNjplXviCM8akMZafiRD7mLiKW--PhtmhC9rZHhABIM33pj1gyb6ojeyktBGgAbWG1dcDyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTUAk_Qy-kFa0v6COftgD7jp5MopWdx7P6Qw0ClUurH8519fENwo3rcC3beNQCuoNiTw6T0LTncWJ6M_aE8Ij5wMjRbDSUrO4y5eYASKM4cyN6XR5lpB-h5MXoMO4bgx-FZL6En03Ce8dJfl_zc7itxSPgAAeBBULeoU6gQpKFMyWOJdf11lW589k0ntFNq3D4ie0zoEhLgWASO3QKWBHRiLu_J-XPgKQ5LYtcizOCidd3yR9ewJgJLyS9w3QMatl4dxo1iTQML3zS0rpLSQ_DiO7nno1xyJUeAUrRrFOvzTC1BwrqLAeoM6QbcvdQIAzCPJWBwr0dyPiZZLMEy7V6Acs5M7IlLmK2GP8SmfQszFi5CHXIsDAR6wkOy3I_RVjoOhgraenIIuyKxmCaZXJyWLG9X3CJCn82GHHDV6MAtrf8SyUOW1m9-IJdkaFKNy4JxptEvcMzABKnVtar7AeAEAaAGN4AHs_mqKKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHn9sbqAe6BqgH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCQ1FcIHKgWDvgAoDmAsByAsB2BMNiBQB&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoaiqhGluRo2jJuWErATMim6vbgA&sig=AOD64_030YMlDX9YA9pbexbFyEFPqKUScg&client=ca-pub-6845740025078851&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=0&adurl=https://stylecrafthomes.com/community/townes-at-iron-mill/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&matchtype=&keyword=
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpcSRNjplXviCM8akMZafiRD7mLiKW--PhtmhC9rZHhABIM33pj1gyb6ojeyktBGgAbWG1dcDyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTUAk_Qy-kFa0v6COftgD7jp5MopWdx7P6Qw0ClUurH8519fENwo3rcC3beNQCuoNiTw6T0LTncWJ6M_aE8Ij5wMjRbDSUrO4y5eYASKM4cyN6XR5lpB-h5MXoMO4bgx-FZL6En03Ce8dJfl_zc7itxSPgAAeBBULeoU6gQpKFMyWOJdf11lW589k0ntFNq3D4ie0zoEhLgWASO3QKWBHRiLu_J-XPgKQ5LYtcizOCidd3yR9ewJgJLyS9w3QMatl4dxo1iTQML3zS0rpLSQ_DiO7nno1xyJUeAUrRrFOvzTC1BwrqLAeoM6QbcvdQIAzCPJWBwr0dyPiZZLMEy7V6Acs5M7IlLmK2GP8SmfQszFi5CHXIsDAR6wkOy3I_RVjoOhgraenIIuyKxmCaZXJyWLG9X3CJCn82GHHDV6MAtrf8SyUOW1m9-IJdkaFKNy4JxptEvcMzABKnVtar7AeAEAaAGN4AHs_mqKKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHn9sbqAe6BqgH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCQ1FcIHKgWDvgAoDmAsByAsB2BMNiBQB&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoaiqhGluRo2jJuWErATMim6vbgA&sig=AOD64_030YMlDX9YA9pbexbFyEFPqKUScg&client=ca-pub-6845740025078851&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=7&adurl=https://stylecrafthomes.com/community/townes-at-iron-mill/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&matchtype=&keyword=
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpcSRNjplXviCM8akMZafiRD7mLiKW--PhtmhC9rZHhABIM33pj1gyb6ojeyktBGgAbWG1dcDyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgTUAk_Qy-kFa0v6COftgD7jp5MopWdx7P6Qw0ClUurH8519fENwo3rcC3beNQCuoNiTw6T0LTncWJ6M_aE8Ij5wMjRbDSUrO4y5eYASKM4cyN6XR5lpB-h5MXoMO4bgx-FZL6En03Ce8dJfl_zc7itxSPgAAeBBULeoU6gQpKFMyWOJdf11lW589k0ntFNq3D4ie0zoEhLgWASO3QKWBHRiLu_J-XPgKQ5LYtcizOCidd3yR9ewJgJLyS9w3QMatl4dxo1iTQML3zS0rpLSQ_DiO7nno1xyJUeAUrRrFOvzTC1BwrqLAeoM6QbcvdQIAzCPJWBwr0dyPiZZLMEy7V6Acs5M7IlLmK2GP8SmfQszFi5CHXIsDAR6wkOy3I_RVjoOhgraenIIuyKxmCaZXJyWLG9X3CJCn82GHHDV6MAtrf8SyUOW1m9-IJdkaFKNy4JxptEvcMzABKnVtar7AeAEAaAGN4AHs_mqKKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHn9sbqAe6BqgH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCQ1FcIHKgWDvgAoDmAsByAsB2BMNiBQB&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoaiqhGluRo2jJuWErATMim6vbgA&sig=AOD64_030YMlDX9YA9pbexbFyEFPqKUScg&client=ca-pub-6845740025078851&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=9&adurl=https://stylecrafthomes.com/community/townes-at-iron-mill/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&matchtype=&keyword=
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAWSW1tbW251bGwsWzEwLDM3XSxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxbIjgwMTYwIl1dLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8_-UrvkMPPNqIV5SVXi3NKL6M8_ZwIWqoSCjZ9NYiqNx1IzSRmMuPaghpK7AaMZTFTneUQZX4FIIyz4Hs57Vvrn6Ro-hkZKh6JHOnVoqFSs4qBgntzarww8sKED2H-E_sZcZdMmqAJWH9FrUbo1_rewIxWPTlcCax9KVAnvtMqjibhIzNpULk2sdwDxAH_6AN7RHhH0uzTtP0Wd4o15r0rsF_Ht0O2Jt9TeXIWyQmyC40o_d4SP8sYVgKsleltjAZecvDshl1LUtzGO6OAIVN3x7rCG3KJZ6UVqdiwMTkGoMSw4qt9V9wf9FVkyIW9_KCY,pVhXiQNUvEw1_MWSsObZWg&source=display

William C. Mims column: What does the Third Commandment have to do with politics? | Columnists | richmond.com 3/8/20, 2:33 PM

DWAYNE CARPENTER/TIMES-DISPATCH

Politics is the great American contact sport, with the
Red Team and the Blue Team continually clashing.
Can partisans who follow Jesus agree upon ground
rules to prevent a comparison to mud wrestling?
Perhaps two faith-full Irishmen — C.S. Lewis and
Bono — can show us the way.

There are many reasons why political discourse has

become so divisive. People of faith must accept part
of the blame. Too often we improperly mix our faith
and our politics.

Jim Wallis, the founder of Sojourners, puts it this
way: “Our task should not be to invoke ... the name
of God by claiming God’s blessing and
endorsement for all our ... policies and practices —
saying, in effect, that God is on our side. Rather, as
Abraham Lincoln said, we should pray and worry
earnestly whether we are on God’s side.”

Many years ago, C.S. Lewis took aim at the desire
in England to create a “Christian Party” like those
in other European nations. Lewis viewed that
particular mixing of faith and politics as violating
the spirit of the Third Commandment. In effect, he
argued that we take the Lord’s name in vain when
we invoke it in the political arena.
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In America, many of us wrap our political dogma in
our religion, in effect claiming our party is the
“Christian Party.” In so doing, we become estranged
from our brothers and sisters in faith: “we” become
“righteous.” Our preferred candidates become
“God’s chosen leaders,” no matter how flawed they
are. And “they” — meaning everyone who thinks
or votes differently — are misguided or worse.

Lewis minces no words here. When one confuses
partisan dogma with articles of faith he or she
“implicitly accuses all Christians who don’t [agree]
of apostasy and betrayal. [T]he temptation [is]
claiming for our favorite opinions that ... degree of
certainty and authority that really belongs only to
our Faith.”

Here’s an example. A passionate defender of the
Second Amendment, the right to keep and bear
arms, once informed me that constitutional right
was grounded in Scripture and endorsed by Jesus
himself. “How s0?” I asked. His response was
because when Simon cut off the Roman soldier’s
ear, Jesus ordered him to put away his sword, rather
than throw it away.

So what are the lessons we can learn as the current
electoral season begins? Here are three suggestions.

First, we should prayerfully and carefully discern
when our faith speaks to our political positions.
Scripture speaks to certain matters and not to others.
For example, I can find no guidance about corporate
tax rates in the Bible. But God does direct us
repeatedly to care for those who are poor. This
imperative was the first thing Jesus taught as he
began his ministry (Luke 4:18). All people of faith
should be able to agree on its centrality even when
disagreeing on how to address it.
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Here’s an example of letting faith guide one’s
positions rather than a political party’s platform.
When I served in the General Assembly, two of my
colleagues were devout Roman Catholics. One was
a liberal Democrat; the other, a conservative
Republican. They disagreed on many issues. But
two issues they agreed upon were abortion — both
opposed it — and the death penalty — again, both
opposed it. The Democrat was criticized by many in
his party for voting against abortion, and the
Republican was likewise criticized for voting
against the death penalty.

The take-away is not that all people of faith share
those positions. They don’t. Rather, it is that these
two men were guided by the tenets of their faith
rather than the pressures of their partisans.

Second, we must reject tribalism masquerading as
partisan loyalty. Early in my career, I was chief of
staff to a conservative Republican congressman. My
closest friend was chief of staff to a liberal
Democrat. We remain friends to this day. We are
from different tribes, so to speak. But we will spend
eternity together. What binds us is far stronger than
what might separate us.

This is one example of “the intentional formation of
unpredictable relationships.” Jesus models that for
us. Roman centurions, tax collectors, Samaritans,
even lepers — Jesus repeatedly formed
unpredictable relationships. We should follow his
example in the public square.

Third, in the words of Steven Covey, “the main
thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.” The
main thing, according to the Westminster Shorter
Catechism, is “to glorify God and to enjoy him
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forever.”. I do glorify God when I love my
neighbors as I love myself, even when they speak or
vote differently than I do. I do not glorify God when
I treat my neighbors with different opinions as
enemies. Politics is important. But being God’s
messengers is infinitely more so.

Let’s return to Jesus’ example. How often did he
speak against the Roman government and its
policies? Almost never. Why? Because such matters
were not important? No. Scripture shows that many
political issues are near to God’s heart — caring for
the homeless and the hungry; redeeming the
prisoner; affirming the dignity of every person
formed in God’s image; and many others.

Jesus was about the business of transforming
people, not reforming government. For him, the
main thing was to keep the main thing the main
thing. He calls us to do likewise. When we allow
the Spirit to transform us, and we love our
neighbors regardless of their political views, we
might reform the government. But more
importantly, we can transform the world.

I’ll close by giving that great moral philosopher,
Bono, the last word: “The left mocks the right. The
right knows it’s right. Two ugly traits. How far
should we go to understand each other’s points of
view? Maybe the distance grace covered on the
cross is a clue.”
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William C. Mims is an occasional contributor to these pages. He also
serves on the Supreme Court of Virginia. This column is adapted from
a sermon he delivered at Third Church in Richmond.
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