
For Immediate Press Release: 

The Dorothy Gerber Strings Program Practice Olympics 

The Dorothy Gerber Strings Program recently concluded its Practice Olympics, a six-week 

event in which DGSP teachers emphasized the value of consistent effort and students logged 

their practice time.  Like real Olympians, students faced challenges.  Not only the temptation to 

take days off, but sickness, vacation and broken instruments sometimes prevented them from 

getting the practice time they desired. 

Sixty-eight students in the Gerber Strings Program - from 4 years old to high school, from 

Beaver Island to Petoskey, from violin to bass - filled out practice charts and turned them in 

each week so that the leaders could be posted on the website (www.gerberstrings.org). 

The top score was turned in by Eeva Rintala, a 3rd grade violinist at Boyne City Elementary 

School, who practiced 1481 minutes.  Four Gold Medals were awarded, and Ms. Rintala was 

joined by Thomas Gatlin (3rd grade cellist at Charlevoix Elementary School), Justis Golke (10th 

grade cellist taking lessons in Petoskey) and Addie Kolka (6th grade violinist taking lessons in 

Charlevoix). 

Twelve students received medals and others received "String Olympian" status and were given 

awards at a series of ceremonies the week of March 19.  The Olympic flag was flown, John 

Williams Olympic music played in the background and Gold medalists received their medals 

with the American flag being unfurled and Dr. David Reimer (the DGSP director) playing the 

Star-Spangled Banner.  Prizes were donated by area businesses, including the Charlevoix 

Circle of Arts, Fresh Air Aviation, Revolution Bike, Family Video-Charlevoix, Charlevoix Pizza, 

The Taffy Barrel, Kilwins-Charlevoix, Kilwins-Boyne City, Guarneri House, Great Lakes 

Chamber Orchestra, Rocking Horse Toy Company. 

Dr. Reimer explained "practice is a vital part of learning an instrument, so we were hoping to 

use the Practice Olympics as a means of communicating the importance of practice as well as 

providing motivation for students to commit to practicing.  The teachers also used this 

opportunity to teach students how to practice.  The combination of intellectual (evaluating, 

understanding and correcting) and physical (playing skills in both hands) challenges posed by 

playing the instrument, employed at home without a teacher's assistance, is an advanced skill 

that will help students in many phases of their life as they mature.  I am excited to see how the 

students rose to the challenge and learned so much in the process." 

The students of the DGSP recessed for Spring Break but will then return to classes and lessons 

with a new goal - the program's year-end concert on May 19 at Charlevoix High School. The 

DGSP Summer School of Music is now accepting registrations online. 

For more information about the Dorothy Gerber Strings program please go online at: 

www.gerberstrings.org or contact program director David Reimer at 

DavidDGStrings@gmail.com. This program is funded by a generous gift from the Cummings 

Foundation. The Charlevoix Circle of Arts is located at 109 Clinton Street, Charlevoix MI 49720, 

www.charlevoixcircle.org, (231) 547-3554. 
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The mission of the Charlevoix Circle of Arts is to cultivate 
a more inspired and educated community through the arts. 
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