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POTS; 
I'm not a fan of clay pots. I have three citrus trees in them, however. I am more a fan of root pruning pots or air pots. I use a lot of black growers pots, as these keep the roots warm and they grow well for me all summer. I can leave trees out a little longer with black growers pots, since the trees chill at night, then warm up the pots and roots nicely during the day. Air pots are awesome too.. they automatically root prune for you and also have slats or holes and allow air in and water out. You really can’t overwater with air pots or pots that have holes on the sides. I have drilled holes in pots too for a cheaper option. 
SOIL FOR CITRUS-- I steer clear of anything Miracle Gro-! Nothing with any wetting or keep the soil wet longer agents either. So basically peat moss, perlite, pine bark. Or coco peat, perlite, pine bark. This is what I've found to work best for citrus it allows the water to come out of the pot super fast and doesn't bog the roots down. Citrus don't like their roots in a puddle! Citrus like hydro growing in a way. Water is there. Water is gone. Fertilizer is there. Fertilizer is gone. You can buy Happy Frog soil or it's called this I swear: Fox Farm Bush Doctor Coco Loco. I use the Coco and mix more perlite and pine bark into it. Pine bark is a key ingredient. I will link you to a 511 video online. 511 means 5 parts bark (so 5 pots of pine bark, 1 pot of perlite, one pot of soil) 1 part soil, 1 part perlite. I have changed my 511 mix to include worm castings as the 511 was too dry here at my new home. I had fungus gnats like mad when I used peat moss in the house--this is why I prefer coco peat. You can use any soil you find and mix more perlite and pine back into it. Finding pine bark can be a pain. I have found it at Home Depot or you buy all natural, no dye added bark mulch from them and use that. Either way citrus love acidic soil and 511 is perfect for this. Pine bark, pine mulch, or fir bark or fir mulch or even orchid bark that has perlite, pine or fir bark and charcoal in it --is fine for pine bark in the soil. Fungus gnats aren't really a big deal for older (Your Ponderosa will be fine with them) trees, it's the baby trees their worms will munch and hurt. I just got tired of sticky tape to get rid of the fungus gnats. It was like fruit flies in the house all over again. 
ROOT PRUNING: 
When I repot I don't root prune. If I see a root that is sickly wet looking--then I would trim it off, but you will never see that with pine bark mixed in the soil. Some folks root prune their trees every year as they get bigger, cause they want to keep them small and in small or the same pot every year. This is another reason for root pruning or air pots for citrus or any other tree. It's automatically done. It has holes in the sides of the pots and when the root reaches the air, it gets air, then the root will branch out somewhat, rather than turning around in a circle and creating roots that go around and around and around inside the pot. I use black or green growers pots too, only some are in air pots. You can DIY air pots, by drilling pots--I have done that too. If you want to fancy the tree up for company, then slip it into a nicer pot when it's not working on growing in the yard or something. Some folks will grow in bags and then create a wooden box to put around that to hide the bag. Bag growing is good too--I have to move my trees at different times of the year to get max sun, so I don't use bag pots. I'd be dropping soil all over the place if I did. 
BONSAI MASTERS: 
Have used wooden dowels for eeons. So I don't buy electric moisture meters for checking the soil. Use a skewer or a wooden dowel or free Chopsticks when you buy Sushi! You can see right on the wood, if the soil is wet or dry. After watering, test it for moisture to see what the chopstick will look like wet, just to give you an idea for later when you're busy and forgot if you watered or didn't--been there more than once! Save the money from the moisture meter for citrus fertilizer! I feed mine every time I water pretty much, except for 3 weeks in February. 
TEMP: 
My trees go out in the spring once temps reach consistent temps of 40*F overnight. One hour or so of 39*F won't kill them, but I'm far too nervous for that, yet. Now that we're in September, I watch the temps on my cell phone. Right before bed, I look at the hourly guestimate of temps. Once it starts to be 40*F I really watch it, cause I might be pulling some of the more tender plants in. Key Lime, Thai Lime, Persian Lime all come in first. Limes are a more tropical plant, than any of the other citrus. Sign up for the emails from Tower Hill Botanic Gardens, you could just follow their schedule of putting plants in and out. I think September 19-30 is when the conservatories are closed to the public, as they bring plants in and organize them inside for the cooler months coming up. Some of the oranges need chill time (60) for them to have sweet tasting fruit. 
LIGHT; 
Citrus need light like no one's business. Before having a lot of indoor citrus plants I had a pothos plant in a frog tank. It got light and night time heat light when the frog was there, once the frog passed away, it was only whatever light on in the room, at that time. Pothos are easy plants, they can be put in the dark and left alone. Citrus need far more light than that. You need a really sunny window that is sunny for at least 6 hours or more. I don't have many sunny windows, so I use CFL lights from Sylvania, run of the mill, from Home Depot Sylvania Lights. These are for the full spectrum, which means the whole rainbow of light. I also use Taotronics Blue-Red LED lights, blue-red is for fruiting and flowering. There is one they are selling now that right in the description it says for citrus and banana growing. I would put one of these on the tree for the winter. When I had one-5 plants I used a old camera tripod and put it over the top of the trees with a clip on light clipped to it. 
If you look in the 'Indoor Citrus Growing group, this group on FB: https://www.facebook.com/groups/580... and search my FB name up, you can see posts going back 3 years about my trees. You can probably get away with just a Sylvania light for this year, some folks will just use something like that Sylvania light and let some of the leaves drop off and store the trees cool till around February, then start bringing them out of dormancy and warmer. 
PESTS: 
Citrus is one of those plants that attracts pests. Fungus gnats; don't really hurt older trees, just really annoying getting flies in your face. Aphids, Spider Mites, Scale these are more of a worry. Scale will suck the sap from the trees and in enough of a number will kill the tree. I have had scale. We all survived it. I have had fungus gnats--we lived. Aphids I had those too. My Soursop and Hot Peppers both were plagued with them for a time. Give the tree a cold shower--that will wash a lot of the aphid eggs off the leaves and you won't have this issue. Spider mites. Pretty sure a cold shower will get rid of these too. Worst case scenario and I do this once or twice per year, just to be on the safe side. Once when putting trees out, once when they come in. When the sun has gone down, so the neem+sun doesn't scald the trees, take a solution of Dr. Bronner's has to be the unscented version, water, Neem essential oil, (Dyna Gro Makes Neem oil too) some rosemary essential oil, tea tree essential oil into a spray bottle and spritz the trees from head to toe. Leave it on the trees a bit, then shower it off. I let the neem mix get all over the trees, even into the soil. If there are any scales on the trees too, then scrape the scales off. I was covered in the stuff when my Etrog/Citron tree had scale... it's totally safe for people. Keeps bugs off us too. Like ten drops of rosemary essential oil, ten drops of tea tree. You can skip this step if you want. It makes the neem smell better, it also helps with bugs--they don't like certain essential oils, cedar wood oil is another one that could be added to this mixture. Plus essential oils are antibacterial so other things like sooty mold won't happen on the trees since things of this nature can be killed off with essential oils. Make sure to really spray the tree when neeming it. The sun can burn when neem is on the leaves. I just pull off those leaves if it happens. There are other bugs too.. these are the ones I've experienced tho. I have tons of Wasps & Daddy Long Legs in my yard they seem to take care of the trees all summer long, winter is when you might have issues with pests. Recently I learned on Youtube from John Kohler of Growing Your Own Greens: that clove essential oil is excellent for killing the eggs and young of pests. I have begun using that too in my pest elimination. 
WATER; 
“Let your soil get to a visual state of dryness.”I have watched a lot of Byron Martin's (Logee's owner) videos on Youtube. It's what he says all the time. He also says, Citrus likes a bit of a wilt. It's good for them to wilt a bit, then, get flooded with water. His Kumquat video on growing them is a good one to watch for all citrus. Citrus are from hot regions like Australia or India or Israel. So think of them like a cactus almost. Let them get dry, then FLOOD them! You can get all technical with the PH of the water, I don't do that, since I already know my water is hard water (hard water is full of calcium--which citrus LOVE calcium, same as tomatoes and naranjilla) but the calcium or hard water tends to have a high PH. Citrus like Ph like blueberries have it. Acidic! Pine bark is part of that whole. I use some fertilizers that are acidic in nature. Water from the sky, that hasn't been tainted with town chemicals for drinking is also good water for citrus. They LOVE rainwater! I collect it in a pot in my backyard from a downspout that goes right into it. I will even save snow & bring it in and let it thaw out, sit overnight and then feed it to them. It helps them a lot. I swear they even look better when the rain has hit them! 
FERTILIZERS; 
There’s a million ways to do it. I happen to be growing OMRI organic (like they do for ones in the grocery stores) for mine. I have an extensive list of fertilizers. 
1. Down to Earth Citrus Fertilizer 6-3-3. 
2. Chelated Iron with Micronutrients is what I used to use, when I was almost OMRI, now I’m using: 
Monterey Dr. Iron Bag 7lb
3. Spirulina--just started using it, don’t see any negatives as yet.
4. Azomite. This is a rock dust. There are others greensand, langebenite is another.
5. Bat Guano. I was using Down to Earth Bat Guano, at the moment I am using another brand.
6. Worm tea--I hot compost at the moment. But worm tea is good too. Sometimes I’ll make compost smoothies. Blended compost and water. This summer I haven’t because all the compost is new, the older stuff went to my raised beds.
7. Epsom Salts-- helps with magnesium. I add it into water a couple times per year.
8. Molasses and water helps feed the microbes.
9. Kelp Powder, ran out started using spirulina--same stuff really.
10. I’m currently out of compost this year, due to a move. So I’m composting some rabbit poop.
This fall I added some neem powder to my citrus pots. So far, as of 1/1/19 I have yet to see any scale or pests on my trees and since I have them all inside in a greenhouse (used to be a glassed in sunporch) I need to keep the pests to a minimum so they don't spread and kill lots of my plants.
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