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WELCOME TO THE BOATHOUSE AT 
THE OTTAWA ROWING CLUB

This exceptional venue is nestled on the shore of the Ottawa River, just steps away from 

the Byward Market in downtown Ottawa. Whether it’s a romantic wedding ceremony, 

cocktails in the perennial gardens, or a corporate VIP reception, your guests will be 

charmed with the vintage ambiance of this historic rowing club in a spectacular 

waterside location.



You have the flexibility to make the event your own by planning your own caterer and 

bar offerings, DJ, photographer, florist and planner. We can provide you with 

suggestions for highly professional and reliable vendors to meet your needs, whatever 

your budget.

Create a unique gathering.
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Our Boathouse is the perfect downtown retreat for milestone celebrations. Located close 

to hotels and downtown, it is a special place for wedding rehearsals, birthdays, 

corporate meetings and events, anniversaries and cocktail parties just to name a few!

Enjoy a unique destination for special occasions.
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"…Reflect on your experiences and accomplishments. Remember the dedication, the 

pain, the jubilation, the camaraderie -- your family. Remember the feel of the oar in your 

hand, the swing, the perfect catch, the pull, thedrive and the run of the boat beneath you. 

But most importantly, never forget that the glory is not in you or any individual. Instead, 

remember that the glory is always in the team." 

- Joe Blasko, Novice Coach, Saint Ignatius HS (Cleveland) 1996-97

Rowing is unlike any other sport in its ability to unite several people of varying skill, 

athleticism, shape, size and character in a motor-less boat, in a body of water, and test 

their ability to meld into one efficient crew. To work together. To find balance. To find a 

common place. To understand each other.

The Boathouse provides the perfect relaxed and rejuvnaing venue to meet with your 

corporate staff, followed by a meal and a learn to row workshop under the guidance of 

our expert coaches. “Glory is always in the team” and your corporate crew will come 

away from their team building experience at The Boathouse glorious.

Glory is in the team: build your corporate crew
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Not only will you come away from The Boathouse happy with your event at our 

beautiful location, you can also feel good about the investment in your event. Net 

income from the rental of The Boathouse is invested into the maintenance of our historic 

original boathouse and into purchasing equipmentfor the Ottawa Rowing Club (ORC). 

The ORC is a non-profit organization with a mission to create a safe, accessible and 

empowering environment in which all can access the sport of rowing. Our equipment 

needs extend fromour highly competitive programs which produce future Olympians 

to our para-rowing program which makes rowing accessible to all.

Pay it forward.
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How many people can the Boathouse accommodate?

One hundred people can sit down for a meal, and 125 people can be accommodated at a cocktail 
event.

When is the Boathouse available for events?

From early May until mid-October

Can we choose our own caterer?

Yes. At the Boathouse you have the flexibility to choose your favourite caterer. If you want 
suggestions or guidance, Boathouse staff will be happy to recommend suppliers that meet your 
needs and budget.

Can we stock our own bar?

Yes. You will need to get a Special Occasion Permit from the LCBO, and purchase all your alcohol 
on the SOP. The advantages include choosing exactly what you serve without worrying about 
corkage fees, and you can return any unopened bottles. A copy of your SOP must be provided to 
Boathouse staff a minimum of five business days in advance of the event.

Is there parking available?

Yes. There are 60 parking spots available for you and your guests. If your guests prefer not to 
drive, the private, but downtown location of the Boathouse is a short walk or cab ride from a 
selection of downtown hotels.

Popular Questions
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What equipment is available?

Indoor furniture:

12 x 6-foot round tables, 6 x 6-foot rectangular tables, 2 x 8-foot rectangular tables, 1 x 4-foot
rectangular table, 3 x 30-inch high-top cruiser tables.

In the garden:

4 x 35-inch resin patio tables.

Boathouse staff are happy to provide input on audio and visual equipment suggestions for your 
event. The advantage to this arrangement is that it gives you complete flexibility to tailor your 
decor to match your taste and budget.

Is the facility wheelchair accessible? 

Unfortunately not. Though it meets all safety regulations, the only entrance for the hall is by the 
front stairs.

Do we require special event insurance?

Those renting the Boathouse must have insurance which is available through Pearson-Dunn 
Insurance at a cost of $125. Details for obtaining this insurance before your event is available from 
Boathouse staff.

Popular Questions:



"…Reflect on your experiences and accomplishments. Remember the dedication, the 

pain, the jubilation, the camaraderie -- your family. Remember the feel of the oar in your 

hand, the swing, the perfect catch, the pull, thedrive and the run of the boat beneath you. 

But most importantly, never forget that the glory is not in you or any individual. Instead, 

remember that the glory is always in the team." 

- Joe Blasko, Novice Coach, Saint Ignatius HS (Cleveland) 1996-97

Rowing is unlike any other sport in its ability to unite several people of varying skill, 

athleticism, shape, size and character in a motor-less boat, in a body of water, and test 

their ability to meld into one efficient crew. To work together. To find balance. To find a 

common place. To understand each other.

The Boathouse provides the perfect relaxed and rejuvnaing venue to meet with your 

corporate staff, followed by a meal and a learn to row workshop under the guidance of 

our expert coaches. “Glory is always in the team” and your corporate crew will come 

away from their team building experience at The Boathouse glorious.
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When can we access the venue for set-up and clean-up?

Set-up dates and times must be settled between you and the Boathouse staff before signing the 
rental agreement. You are required to have cleared all personal goods and rental equipment from 
the Boathouse, as well as the key returned before 9am the day following the event.

A clean-up and late fee deposit of $500 is required. This will be returned to you after the event if 
the Boathouse is left in the same condition as it was received and as per specifications in the rental 
agreement. The clean-up and late fee deposit must be received with the signed rental agreement.

How do I book my event?

First, confirm availability of your event date and time with Boathouse staff. Boathouse staff will 
provide you with a rental agreement by email. A signed rental agreement must be returned by 
mail, in person or email to Boathouse staff, along with 50% of the known rental expense. This 
deposit may be paid by cheque, cash or by credit card through our secure payment system. These 
simple steps secure your Boathouse booking.

Boathouse staff will invoice you for the balance of your rental. Payment is due upon receipt.
All deposits and payments are non-refundable and non-transferable.

Popular Questions



Full Day Rental (Saturday, 8am to 1am) 

Sunday or holiday Monday Rental 

Half Day Weekend Rental (7am to 1pm or 12pm to 6pm) 

Evening Cocktail (Monday to Thursday, 4pm to 8pm) 

Meeting (Monday to Friday, 8am to 12pm or 1pm to 5pm) 

Corporate Crew Team Building*
*includes meeting space in the morning for a business meeting or motivational session with one of our championship 
rowers, an afternoon Discover Rowing clinic and a simple, nutritious lunch.

Additional hours outside of the agreed rental period, will be charged at a rate of $150 per each 
additional hour, with the exception of the Corporate Crew Team Building.

All of the above rates are for the rental of the venue and the surrounding grounds, with the exception 
of the Corporate Crew Team Building. The above rates do not include other events costs such as event 
planning expertise, catering, decor, etc. The rental rates do include preevent meetings with Boathouse 
staff and the client’s event vendors to finalize event details. The rate also provides for one boathouse 

staff to be on site during the event and to close the venue at the conclusion of the event.

ORC members receive a 10% discount on listed rental rates. 

How much does it cost to rent the Boathouse?
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$2500 + 13% HST

10% off regular rate

$1250 + 13% HST

$200 + 13% HST

$250 + 13% HST

$120/person + 13% HST



How much does it cost to rent the Boathouse?

$375 + 13% HST

$150 + 13% HST

$500 Flat Fee

Other Rates

Set up and Rehearsal Fee (3pm to 7pm, Friday evening)*
*When a full or half day event is booked on Saturday

Incidentals

Cigarette cleaning fee

Clean-up and late fee deposit
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To find out more details abour rental of the Boathouse, including facility availability, 

pricing, and how to reserve your special event, please email or call:

rowing@ottawarowingclub.com

(613) 241-1120

10 Lady Grey Drive
Ottawa, Ontario

 ON K1A 0G8

Contact Information

rowing@ottawarowingclub.com


