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Proposed Viewing Pavilion will include a deck overlooking the waterfall, large rooms and
a kitchen to host receptions, tea ceremonies, exhibits, conferences and workshops. 
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Proposed Visitor Center will include a museum, conference room, small
theatre, offices and a dry rock garden with a viewing deck.

"My commitment to
help grow the garden

and continue our
mission to help deepen

the understanding of
Japanese culture is

stronger than ever."



A Message From The
Garden's Executive

Director, Reiko
Yasui-Reavis

Reiko's guide to the Garden of Senses
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Otsukimi お⽉⾒
Our annual Otsukimi event will take place on

Friday, October 11th, and Saturday, October 12th.

The Garden path will be gently lit with lanterns,

just enough to enjoy the harvest moon in the

sky.  Traditional music, dance, sake and tea will

be offered to set the mood, to make you feel

like you are in Japan. This ancient tradition

dates back to the Heian Era, 1200 yeas ago.

Heian nobility not only looked up at the moon,

but also enjoyed watching the moon reflected

in their cup and on the water. You are

encouraged to do so in our Garden and write

Haiku if your mood is right.  

 

Please be sure to visit our website for advance

tickets and more information at

http://www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org

 

Garden of Senses 感じる庭園
After a long summer and Garden closure,

RoHoEn will celebrate its opening day on

October 1st. We will welcome many visitors,

new and old. Anticipation for the autumn is

finally upon us. When I think of the fall colors of

Japanese gardens, I get very excited. After the

long, harsh summer in Arizona, fall brings me

joy and an appreciation for seasonal changes. 

 

When you visit RoHoEn this fall, I would like you

to view and feel the Garden with your senses.

RoHoEn is a Garden of water, sound, light, and

color. When you let go of worldly thoughts and

concerns you will notice that the Garden speaks

to all the senses. You will become part of the

Garden.

 

Sincerely, Reiko

 

 

Dear Friends of RoHoEn,

 

Friendship Continues 友情の懸け橋
I had the great privilege this summer to meet

with the new mayor of Himeji, Mayor Hideyasu

Kiyomoto. Mayor Kiyomoto is the 4th Mayor of

Himeji since RoHoEn was first planned. In 1987

Mayor Totani presented the idea of making a

Japanese garden in Phoenix to celebrate our

friendship. Mayor Horikawa presented the

beautiful handwritten garden sign  鷺鳳園

(RoHoEn) in 2002,  and the next year Mayor

Iwami attended the opening ceremony of

RoHoEn (2003). 

 

Mayor Kiyomoto assured me of his desire to

continue Himeji’s support for RoHoEn,

maintaining our many years of collaboration.

 He would like to visit RoHoEn as soon as he has

a chance. We look forward to welcoming Mayor

Kiyomoto to RoHoEn in the near future. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: Himeji Mayor Kiyomoto, Reiko Yasui-Reavis,

JFG Executive Director,  Nozomi Okita,

Lead designer of RoHoEn

Reiko by the JFG waterfall
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Check Out What Our Online Community Is Saying:

Facebook

InstagramFacebook

Want to be part of  it? Follow us online:

Facebook

F a l l  2 0 1 9  -  S p r i n g  2 0 2 0  S c h e d u l e
O c t o b e r  1 9 t h ,  2 0 1 9 ,  N o v e m b e r  1 6 t h ,  2 0 1 9 ,  

D e c e m b e r  1 4 t h ,  2 0 1 9 ,  J a n u a r y  1 8 t h ,  2 0 2 0

F e b r u a r y  1 5 t h ,  2 0 2 0 ,  M a r c h  1 5 t h ,  2 0 2 0 ,  A p r i l  1 1 t h ,  2 0 2 0

https://www.facebook.com/JFGPHX/
https://www.facebook.com/JFGPHX/
https://www.instagram.com/jfgphx/
https://www.instagram.com/jfgphx/
https://twitter.com/JapanGardenPhx
https://twitter.com/JapanGardenPhx


Fall and Winter Workshops 2019
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Niwaki Workshop

Pine Pruning

Japanese Wood

Carving Workshop 

By Master Yo

Takimoto

Japanese Traditional

Winter Decoration

Kokedama and Kadomatsu



m e e t  o u r  n iwa s h i :  B e n  S c h r e p f  

SIMPLIFY  AND  REFINE

As  your  new  curator  and  niwashi ,  I

would  l ike  to  briefly  introduce  myself

and  tel l  you  what  we ’ve  been  doing  at

RoHo  En .    I ’m  excited  to  devote  myself

to  realizing  Mr .  Okita 's  vision ,  as  well  as

implementing  the  training ,  techniques

and  methods  I 've  learned  from  both  Mr .

Okita ,  and  my  teacher ,  John  Powell .    I

have  been  fortunate  enough  to  work

with  John  on  several  of  the  best  private

and  public  Japanese  gardens

throughout  the  U .S .    I  have  also  trained

at  our  sister  garden ,  KoKoEn ,  and

several  other  gardens  in  our  sister  city  of

Himeji .   

 

Having  moved ,  most  recently ,  from

Minnesota ,  where  I  worked  in  Japanese

gardens  that  reached  –40  degrees ,  I  now

appreciate  the  nine  months  of  mostly

temperate  conditions  of  RoHo  En ,  and

have  marveled  at  the  garden ’s  resi l iency

when  the  temperature  climbs  to  117

degrees .    Although  the  plant  material

and  t iming  of  tasks  vary  because  of

differences  in  climate ,  the  themes ,

elements ,  and  maintenance  techniques

of  Japanese  gardens  are  nearly

identical .

 

 

Among  the  many  elements  that  align  to

create  an  effective  Japanese  garden ,

the  most  important  maintenance

aspect  is  cleanliness .  Along  with

keeping  the  garden  immaculate ,  the

role  of  the  niwashi  is  to  simplify  and

refine  i t .  These  are  my  primary  goals .

 

Cleanliness  is  essential  to  experiencing

the  myriad  effects  of  the  garden ’s

beauty .    Distraction ,  in  the  form  of  leaf

l itter ,  dying  plant  material  or  other

clutter ,  draws  the  eye  away  from

appreciating  the  shapes ,  l ines ,  textures

and  connectedness  of  the  garden .  In

Japan  there  is  an  intense ,  daily  clean-

up  period  before  the  gardens  open .  

After  the  gardens  open ,  si lence  prevails ,

but  quiet  and  discreet  work  and

cleaning  continues  throughout  the  day .

Although  we  have  a  large  garden  and  a

small  gardening  staff ,  our  approach  is

the  same .  Our  volunteers  have  been

enormously  helpful  in  assisting  with  the

cleanup  process ,  and  I  am  extremely

thankful  for  their  efforts .

 

 

"ALONG WITH KEEPING
THE GARDEN

IMMACULATE, THE ROLE
OF THE NIWASHI IS TO

SIMPLIFY AND REFINE IT.
THESE ARE MY PRIMARY

GOALS."
Ben Schrepf
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Ben in the Garden

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



How  might  we  go  about  simplifying  and

refining  the  Garden? RoHoEn 's  plant

material  is  at  a  bit  of  a  maturation  age .

This  is  both  positive  and  potential ly

challenging .  Larger  plant  material  has

created  a  sense  of  appropriate  scale

with  the  large  stones  Mr .  Okita  installed .

One  could  say  the  plant  material  has

caught  up  with  the  stones .  However ,

some  plant  material  has  grown  too  large

and  is  obscuring  views  Mr .  Okita

created .    Separation  between  plant

material  has  been  blurred  in  some  areas .

Too  many  different  types  of  plants  or

colors  can  make  a  garden  feel

overwhelming  and  busy .    A  sense  of

depth  and  correct  spatial  arrangements

are  essential ,  and  they  are  lost  when

plants  become  overgrown .  Through

pruning ,  and  in  some  cases  removal  of

plant  material ,  I  hope  to  re-align  these

arrangements .

 

Having  spent  an  extended  period  of

time  in  the  garden ,  my  appreciation  of

Mr .  Okita 's  exceptional  design  of  RoHo

En  only  continues  to  grow ,  and  I  hope

my  curation  will  be  in  l ine  with  his

extraordinary  vision .

 

Working  in  this  summer ’s  heat  at  RoHo

En ,  I  was  often  reminded  of  a  day  I

spent  last  year  in  Himeji ,  Japan ,  on  what

turned  out  to  be  the  hottest  day  in  over

a  hundred  years .  High  in  a  tree ,  in  KoKo

En ,  our  sister  garden ,  I  was  practicing  a

pruning  method ,  sukashi sentei .  In  that

moment ,  nothing  else  existed  for  me

other  than  the  pruning  at  hand ,  and  a

simple  purity  came  over  me ,  in  part ,

because  of  the  extreme  heat .  When  we

work  towards  this  sort  of  simple  purity

in  a  garden ,  the  results  can  be  powerful .

 

Marcel  Proust  is  credited  with  saying ,

"The  real  voyage  of  discovery  l ies  not  in

f inding  new  landscapes ,  but  in  having

new  eyes . "  I  invite  you  to  explore  the

garden  with  new  eyes  this  coming

season  and  look  forward  to  seeing  you  in

the  garden .

 

Ben
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
HOW  VOLUNTEERS  L IKE  YOU  LEAVE  A

MEMORABLE  MARK  IN  PHOEN IX

Gardening
The tasks will range from light (raking,

weeding, picking up trash), to medium (pruning

shrubs along the perimeter, thinning bamboo,

edging honeysuckle), to heavy/arduous

(planting, digging, cutting out dead stumps,

turning compost, wheelbarrowing) and more. 

Ambassador
Volunteers in this area will enhance the visitor

experience by answering questions, giving

directions, presenting a positive public image

while walking the Garden pathways, assuring

Garden etiquette is followed, and assisting in

our gift shop, while learning more about the

Garden.

Tour & Tea Docents
Guides are needed to lead groups of varying

size and ability through the stroll garden and

occasionally the teahouse garden. Docent

classes  and shadowing are required before

taking any groups on your own.

Here at the Japanese Friendship Garden of Phoenix, we have a lot of different opportunities for people to become
part of our volunteer family. Our garden has many avenues where your help can make a difference and aid our

mission. Big or small -- the time you give to us is always valued, appreciated and well-used. If you are interested in
helping the garden, please look at the following volunteers that we currently need:
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Office Assistant 
All skill levels are welcome to join us in the

office. Our office needs vary from front desk

supervisors to marketing assistance, to mailing

efforts, to data entry and other miscellaneous

administrative tasks. 

Special Events
We have wonderful cultural and educational

events every month. There are many tasks for

each event such as set-up, takedown, cleanup,

greeting guests, and more.

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A

VOLUNTEER WITH US

We can promise you

that you will learn more

about Japanese culture

and meet new people

who are also interested

in Japanese culture and

love being in our

garden! To become a

volunteer, please

contact us at

nathaniel.h@jfgphx.org

or call 602-274-8700.



MEET OUR VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR-
NATHANIEL HARRIS 

Sustaining Service to the Garden Zeitgeist
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To get involved with volunteering, becoming an ambassador
or docent, call Nathaniel at 602-274-8700 or send an email

to nathaniel.h@jfgphx.org.

Nathaniel in Tokyo

Nathaniel is dedicated to increasing the

awareness of multiculturalism and

sustainability in the world as it becomes a more

globalized society. He values clear

communication and finding community-based

solutions that work holistically within the

individual culture.

 

He is excited to be a part of the Japanese

Friendship Garden, as it is one of the most

unique multicultural opportunities within the

Phoenix metropolitan area. In his role as the

Volunteer Coordinator with the Japanese

Friendship Garden, he is grateful for the

opportunity to be able to organize, develop,

and strengthen Phoenix’s civil service

infrastructure.

Our new Volunteer Coordinator is Nathaniel

Harris. He graduated from Arizona State

University in December 2018, with a degree in

Religious Studies and a minor in Sustainability.

During his time at Arizona State University, he

was the Student Program Coordinator for

Recovery at Recovery Rising—ASU’s program

dedicated to increasing the awareness of

recovery as a lifestyle and making ASU a more

recovery-inclusive environment.

 

Through his time there and community work

with the Tempe Coalition, Nathaniel learned

on-the-job skills such as program management,

curriculum development, volunteer and

internship recruitment, grant reporting,

education structure, and many more unique

abilities.

(I AM) DEDICATED TO
INCREASING THE
AWARENESS OF

MULTICULTURALISM
AND

SUSTAINABILITY IN
THE WORLD...

Nathaniel Harris



OTSUKIMI

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW BEFORE
THEY'RE SOLD OUT!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11TH  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12TH, 2019 

TIME: 6:30 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.

 ADVANCED TICKETS (PRE-SALE):

FREE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 3 YEARS OLD*

TICKET PRICE AT THE GATE:

FREE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 3 YEARS OLD*

BUY TICKETS HERE:
HTTPS://WWW.JAPANESEFRIENDSHIPGARDEN.ORG/OTSUKIMI2019

https://www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org/otsukimi2019
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Meet Our 
Cultural Programs and

Events Coordinator: 
Shayna Price 

“A SUBTLY PROFOUND
GRACE”. THAT IS WHAT I
FIND GENTLY WOVEN IN

THE MANY UNDERSTATED
SHADES OF ROHOEN’S

GREENERY
Shayna Price



Weddings

Completely
unique to the Valley

In  the  heart  of  downtown

J A PANE S E  F R I ENDSH I P

GARDEN



HAVE  YOUR  WEDD ING  I N  OUR

 

A private rental of the entire garden for your wedding:

Ceremony Only Rentals (available Sunday -

Friday) $1,300 -$2,200.

 

Reception Only (available any day) 

$4,500 -- $5,500.

 

Ceremony & Reception Rentals (available any

day) $5,000-- $6,250.  

 

*Other fees may apply

Completely unique to the Valley, the JFG is located in the heart of downtown. With

pines, lush ficus trees, bridges, waterfalls and a large koi pond, you will feel like you

have traveled abroad for your wedding.

Traditional Japanese Garden
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WI TH  UN L IM I T ED  F R E E  ADM I S S I ON ,  AN  ANNUA L  MEMBERSH I P  I S  THE  BE S T  WAY  TO
SUPPOR T  THE  GARDEN

An annual membership to the Japanese Friendship
Garden is a gift that keeps giving. With your
membership, you will be supporting one of the most
exquisite gardens in all of Arizona. Membership also
provides you with opportunities to make new friends
through exciting activities and cultural programs, but
most of all, to experience serenity and peace in the
Japanese Friendship Garden.

Annual Garden Memberships
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Subscription to the Garden Newsletter (Tobi Ishi)
Invitations to special programs
Member-only events & member-only hours
10% JFG Gift Shop discount (excludes event tickets)
Membership discount to workshops and special
events
At least two one-time free admission guest passes

All membership levels include:

 If you have any questions regarding membership benefits, please
contact the office at 602-274-8700.

 

NEW!

Member Only Hours: 

Sunday 

9:00 - 10:00 AM

NEW!

Free or reduced admission at

participating American

Horticultural Society Garden &

attractions

 
EVENTS

& 
PROGRAMS
CALENDAR

 
2019

-
2020

 
(SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE)

JAPANESE  FRIENDSHIP  GARDEN
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