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Is Your Graphics Card Going Bad?

Whenever you create a graph on your
computer, you’re going to need a
graphics processing unit (GPU).
Without one, you won’t see anything
on your computer screen. So,
obviously, it’s a problem when it starts
to fail. This article discusses signs to
look for and what to do.

First, what does the graphics card do?
A graphics or video card takes data
from your computer’s central
processing unit (CPU) and translates it
into what you see on your monitor.
Every image on your computer screen
is composed of millions of pixels. The
graphics card is what decides what
kind of picture you see.

Many computers have integrated
graphics with the main processor.
However, depending on how you use
the computer, you might have
purchased one with a dedicated
graphics card. This allows you to see
more complex visuals with more
clarity. Top-quality graphics cards
boast lots of memory and fast
processing to translate binary data into
images at frames-per-second rates.

How to know a graphics card is going
bad

Graphics cards can be physically
damaged by incorrect installation or
fail as a result of overheating or a
power surge. Maybe even have been a
manufacturing defect there when the
card was installed. You can’t predict
why a graphics card may begin to fail,
but there are some symptoms of likely
failure.

Screen glitches or artifacts

Maybe you are playing a video game or
streaming your favorite movie when
you notice on the screen:

e weird colors or shapes;
e pixelation;
e frame tearing.

Stuttering

A computer screen freezing up or
dropping frames can mean graphic
card failure. It could also be due to
malware or issues with your hardware
or RAM. Still, this is not a symptom to
ignore.

Fan overworking

If you're hearing your fan more than
usual, it could mean the graphics card
is overheating. This can damage your

computer, so act quickly to allow the
computer to cool down. If the problem
persists, get the device checked out.

Solid screen color

If you get a solid black or blue screen (or
with lots of error codes) your video card
may be struggling. Graphics card failure
may have caused the system to crash,
and you’ll be forced to reboot the
computer.

What to do about graphics card failure

Start by determining if the graphics card
is the culprit. There are many issues that
could cause some of these symptoms.

You can try to repair the card yourself,
but it is risky. It can involve updating the
motherboard drivers for your chipset
and updating display drivers. You might
also need to look inside the computer to
check connections and clean out any
build-up of dust, or the graphics card
may need to be reseated because it has
come loose.

Our IT professionals can determine
what is causing your graphics woes and
work to repair the hardware at a lower
cost.

Call us today at 940-282-0290.
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Picking a PC for Video Editing

Ready to be the next TikTok breakout?
Or perhaps you want a video of your

"

cockatoo “singing" “Amazing Grace” to
go viral. Or you may make company
promotional videos while working
from home. There are many reasons
you might be looking for the right
home computer to do video editing.

This article will help.

Yes, you can make edits on a phone or
tablet, but if you want to do your
videos justice, invest in the tools to
meet the high demands of video
editing. Consider processing power,
memory, storage space, and graphic
cards.

Know your CPU

Whatever your goal with your video
editing, you can count on needing a lot
of processing power to do the job well.
Essentially, you want to get the best
computer processing unit (CPU) you
can afford.

Some video editing software makes
use of multiple cores. You might think
of this as one person with many arms
to complete tasks. Meanwhile, single-
core video software has one arm. If
you’ve only got that one arm, it’s best
to make it as strong as possible, which
requires the highest processing speed
you can get.

Adding titles, visual effects, and sound

effects require more of your processor.

It needs to compile, encode, and
compress all your efforts into the final
video cut. So, CPU performance
matters.

Make memories with RAM

You may be wanting to edit only home

videos to share with friends and family.

Whether it's that or you're creating
commercial quality videos, consider
memory (RAM).

Think of RAM as the amount of desk
space or elbow room you have to do
your tasks. Whether you have one or
many arms, you’ll need more room to
complete a bigger project.

At a minimum, you should be starting
with 16GB if you plan to do any video
editing. If you are going to be working
with long videos or very large files, you
should consider 32GB or even 64GB.

Storage savvy

Storage is easily overlooked but very
important to video editing.

A solid-state drive (SSD) is essential for
video editing. Old “spinner” drives
work a bit like a record player. The
“needle” needs to physically move to

the location where the file is on the
platter, which slows things down a lot.
SSDs are instantaneous, using flash
memory to store data. This makes your
work go a lot faster.

The downside? SSDs don’t have as
much storage space as old spinners.
Generally, we recommend an SSD for
working on the video files, and then
moving the file to an old, large storage
spinner for storage.

Give a graphics card a look

A graphics card is not required but can
be useful when editing video. If you're
using beginner- or intermediate-level
editing software, you may not need a
dedicated graphics card. However,
there is a performance gain when you
have a good graphics card for video
editing. The free DaVinci Resolve and
Premiere Pro both do well with AMD
and NVIDIA graphics cards.

Build with an expert

The best way to get the right personal
computer to meet your particular
video editing needs is to work with an
expert to customize a computer to
your specific needs. Our team can
optimize a system to suit you and your

budget. Call us at 940-282-0290.



