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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

¢ Breathe

¢ Ponder: Whom did you bring with you on your heart today? For what or whom are you
feeling thankful? What is making you anxious today? What do you need to confess today?

¢ Be still, empty your hands, empty your mind, let sounds pass you, wait upon God.

Gathering

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Congregational responses are indented and in bold.

PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
Amen.



Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -i- fest at Jor - dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man - i- fest in mak - ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint- ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man - i - fest - ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca - na wed - ding guest in thy God-head man-i - fest;

man - i - fest in val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
graceto im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da - vid’s stem in thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di- vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest in  gra- cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, : sl
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in flesh made man-i - fest.
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,
PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of mystery, Just as the crowds wondered about Jesus, we too, wonder about you. Who are you to
us? Are you the one? Show us that you are God, mysterious, wonderful, mighty,
Amen.

Word

PSALM: 146:5-10
SHappy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,

whose hope is in the LORD their God,
swho made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;

"who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

The LORD sets the prisoners free;
sthe LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.



9The LORD watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
1The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the LORD!
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Hal-le, bal - le, hal - le - 1u - Jjah, Hal - le, hal - le, hal -
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Iu - jah. Hal -le - lu - jah. Hal - le - lu - Jjah.

READING: Luke 7:18-35

A reading from Luke

18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two of his disciples ®and
sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" *When
the men had come to him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, 'Are you the one who
is to come, or are we to wait for another?" 2Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases,
plagues, and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were blind. ?And he answered them, "Go
and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. 2And blessed
is anyone who takes no offense at me."
%When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you go
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? ZWhat then did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who put on fine clothing and live in luxury are in royal
palaces. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. ?’This
is the one about whom it is written,

'See, ] am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.'
2] tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of
God is greater than he.” 2(And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors,
acknowledged the justice of God, because they had been baptized with John's baptism. 3But by
refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God's purpose for themselves.)
31To what then will [ compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? #They are like
children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,

'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.’
3For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, 'He has a
demon’; 34the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard,
a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' #Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children."
The Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Vicar John Evans



Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, (@] Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1Y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s  joys, (@] heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly the first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n - ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response: Hear our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING  The giving of our time, talents, and money to the work of Christ’s Church is an act of worship.
As God has blessed us, let us return thanks to Him.

Let the Vineyvards Be Fruitful
Offering Song

- ,—'4:!'— 1 1 I _ =z e —  pe— |
b e r—= ! ] = ‘['T&=! — ==
2. e | B i . e - - TA’ - _J__d_;‘_.—l
Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless -ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, l'l"lal
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath -er the hopes and drecams of
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them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with wyour pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.



OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.

ANNOINTING & BLESSING

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shiecld vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev - ils fill the land all threat- ’'ning to de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, mno thanks to foes, who
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to - rious; he breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’s rod and
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight, whom
vour us, we  trem - ble not, un - moved we stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion g].o - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - pow’r us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to take our house,
ST
has sworn to work us woel! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On ecarth he has no e - qual.
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic - to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - de word sub - dues him.

they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.,

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.
On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, And the power, And the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

Sending
BLESSING
The Spirit of the triune God bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.
Amen.

Here 1 Am, Lord
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1 1, the Lord of sea and sky, 1 have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 *“I, the Lord of snow and rain, 1 have borne my peco - plc’s pain.
3 *“I, the Lord of wind and flame, 1 will tend the poor and Jlame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will sct a feast for them. My hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will nake their dark -ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread I will pro-vide 1ill their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light 1o them? Whom shall 1 send?””
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”’
1 will give my life o them. Whom shall I send?”
Refrain
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Herec T am, Lord. 1, Lord? I have heard you
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call-ing in the night. I will go, if wyou
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lead me. will hold your peo - ple in my heart.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope.

Thanks be to God.
Prayer List
Grieving Serving in the Armed Forces
The Heidgerd Family Bryan Bennett
Timothy DelUniversita
Strength Carmen Green
The Eckhart Family Jim Oliveto
Arlene Engle Justin Ortega
Jane Newman Jesse Fritz
Timothy Patwell
Harriet Sandberg Mission Partner
Barbara Stadelberger Sion Lutheran Bayamon, PR
Glenn Vegezzi
Vivian Vogel
Sally White
Christa Zago
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