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Situation #2 - Students, Teachers, and Support Staff Exhibiting COVID-19-like Symptoms at School 

School Response 

9/20/2021 

Sick students and staff should be:  

• safely transported home by parent or 
guardian (as applicable) as soon as 
possible, or  

• safely transported by parent or 
guardian (as applicable) to a 
healthcare facility for clinical 
evaluation and testing, if necessary. 

 
 

Conduct testing of 

symptomatic staff/student  

immediately  

Individual tests positive for 

COVID-19? 

NO 

Is either of the following true: 

 the individual is a current Close Contact to 

someone with  COVID-19 ?       OR 

Is the person part of an outbreak cohort?  

Implement test-to-stay-protocol 

or exclude for 10 days  
NO 

Return to School 

 After negative test, 24 hour 

fever free, no symptoms  

Exclude for 10 

days. Identify 

Close Contacts 

in setting  

Must be tested within 48 hours.  

If testing is not performed, 

individual must remain out of 

school for 10 calendar days  

YES 

YES 

Student/Staff member presents 

with COVID-19-like symptoms 

Mask individual immediately and place in designated area away 

from others for evaluation 

Is SARS-CoV-2 testing available on 

site? 

NO YES 

Individuals who have tested positive in past 90 days should 

be assessed for other illnesses and excluded or refused 

admittance from school consistent with the IDPH 

Communicable Disease in Schools guidance   

Test at school not required; refer to healthcare provider. 

Unvaccinated household 

members must be 

excluded immediately if  

• suspected case is not 
tested within 24 hours or  

• there is high suspicion 
the case has COVID-19 
(e.g., known contact to a 
case, loss of taste or 
smell)    


