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 CONTACT: Incident Information Line:  
(831) 335-6717 
Media Line 
(831) 337-8445 

RELEASE DATE: August 29, 2020 
3:00 p.m. 

 
CZU LIGHTNING COMPLEX  

EVACUATION ORDERS LIFTED FOR AREAS IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

 

WHAT:          Santa Cruz County, repopulation of most areas in Felton  

 

WHEN:          Effective Immediately  

 
WHERE:   
 
 
 
NOTES:         Residents are reminded to exercise caution while emergency vehicles continue to   

operate within the area. A Resource Assistance Center has been established at: 
140 Front Street, Santa Cruz, open from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
         View the most current evacuation map at: www.smco.community.zonehaven.com 

 
For electrical safety tips after a wildfire, refer to PG&E at https://tinyurl.com/y7dny9tt 

 
For additional information when returning home, refer to www.fire.ca.gov. Click on the      

link, “Post wildfire” for safety precautions 
 

To learn more about wildfire preparedness visit: www.readyforwildfire.org 
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• Areas in Felton (Zones: FEL- 1, FEL- 2, FEL-3A, FEL- 5B, FEL- 6) 
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CZU LIGHTNING COMPLEX 
RETURNING HOME FROM A WILDFIRE 

	
																		Once	a	wildfire	has	burned	through	an	area,	many	dangers	could	remain.	Firefighters	and	utility	workers	begin	

restoring	fire-damaged	areas	as	soon	as	they	can.	Making	the	area	safe	for	the	public	can	take	multiple	days.	Stay	
out	of	the	evacuation	area	until	fire	officials	tell	you	it	is	safe	to	return.	It	is	extremely	important	to	be	aware	of	the	
hazards	and	know	what	to	look	for	when	the	evacuation	order	is	lifted.	

	
• 	When	driving,	watch	for	trees,	brush,	and	rocks,	which	may	have	been	weakened	or	loosened	by	the	fire.	

Be	aware	of	any	debris	or	damage	on	roads	and	driveways.	Continue	to	use	caution	in	the	area.	Traffic	may	
be	delayed,	or	lanes	reduced	due	to	the	repair	and	firefighter	operations.	

	
• 	Use	extreme	caution	around	trees,	power	poles	and	other	tall	objects	or	structures	that	may	have	been	

weakened	by	fire.	Be	aware	that	trees	with	deep	charring	are	weakened.	Smoldering	holes	in	the	ground	can	
be	full	of	hot	coals	and	white	ash.	This	is	evidence	of	hot	material	and	should	be	avoided.	

	
• 	Before	inspecting	your	home,	check	for	the	smell	of	gas.	Use	a	battery-powered	flashlight	to	inspect	a	

damaged	home.	Check	for	hot	embers	in	rain	gutters,	on	the	roof,	under	overhangs,	under	decks	and	crawl	
spaces.	Be	sure	your	wood	and	debris	piles	are	not	hiding	any	embers.	Check	for	embers	in	the	attic	which	
may	have	entered	through	vents.	

	
• 	If	electricity	is	off,	before	turning	it	on,	make	sure	all	appliances	are	turned	off.	If	the	electric	meter	has	any	

visible	damage,	do	not	attempt	to	turn	the	breakers	on.	If	there	are	electrical	wires	on	the	ground,	stay	clear	
and	contact	your	local	utility	company	immediately.	

	
• 	Do	not	drink	water	from	the	faucet	until	emergency	officials	say	it	is	okay,	water	supply	systems	can	be	

damaged	and	become	polluted	during	wildfires.	
	
• 	Discard	any	food	that	has	been	exposed	to	heat,	smoke,	flood	waters,	or	soot.	Items	in	your	refrigerator	are	

also	spoiled	and	need	to	be	discarded.	
	
• 	If	you	have	a	propane	tank	or	natural	gas,	leave	valves	closed	until	the	supplier	or	utilities	can	inspect	your	

system.	If	your	propane	or	utility	services	have	any	visible	damage	to	the	gas	meter,	gas	lines	or	propane	
tank,	do	not	attempt	to	repair.	Call	your	local	propane	company	or	utility.	

	
• 	If	you	have	a	heating	oil	tank	system,	contact	a	heating	oil	supplier	for	an	inspection	of	your	system	before	

you	use	it.	
	
• 	If	you	have	a	solar	electrical	system,	this	system	should	be	inspected	by	a	licensed	technician	to	verify	that	

the	solar	panels	and	electrical	wiring	are	safe	for	continues	operation.	
	
																	For	more	information	on	returning	home	after	a	wildfire	and	other	great	tips	visit:	
																																					https://www.readyforwildfire.org/post-wildfire/after-a-wildfire/	
 

 

CAL FIRE NEWS RELEASE 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 


